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disappeared, it seems safe to say that there was very little in
the way of painting, architecture, sculpture, literature, or
philosophy. Some skills appear to have been lost completely.
Writing almost fell into this category. I1f we can believe his
biographer, even the mighty Charlemagne could never learn to
write, despite valiant efforts. The use of Greek all but dis-
appeared, and Classical Latin was supplanted by a different
written form, much like the spoken Latin of the later empire.

What crumbs of Classical learning survived in the West
were preserved by the Church, which gradually lessened its sus-
picion of this learning and even tried to make use of it. Now
education -- even literacy -- became virtually a clerical
monopoly. Almost all scholars in the Dark Ages were churchmen,
who copied salvaged manuscripts, composed what few new books
were written, and taught in the schools attached to cathedrals
or monasteries. Valuable though the Church's work of preser-
vation was for the future, during the five hundred years of the
Dark Ages it seemed largely sterile. What was preserved was
fragmentary. The few better-educated churchmen were haunted by
an agonizing sense of how slight was their comprehension of a
great cultural tradition. The copylists in the monasteries often
did not understand what they were copying, recognizing only that
it surpassed their own creative ability. cholars were reduced
to producing mere compendiums, in which fragments of Classical _
lore were rearranged at about the level of a modern student's
lecture notqgg

Neyertheless, the Dark Ages did create Western Civiliza-
tion. pout the tenth century the pulse of Western Europe ¥k
speeded ugzr 30 far as we can tell from the scanty and inac-
curate refords, population began an increase which continued
until about 1300 when it leveled off. 0Old town sites were re-
occupied, while the existence at the present day of numerous
Newtowns, Newtons, Neuburgs, and Villenrneuves (as well as the
less obvious Novgorod in Russia) illustrates the creation of
new settlements. Steadily clearings encroached on the forest,
bringing new land into cultivation. New institutions were
created. There was a quickening interest in things of the mind.
A new type of architecture appeared, called Romanesque on the
Continent and Norman in England. It was heavy and solid with
the small windows and massive walls of fortifications and with
simple ornamentation. It expressed admirably the rude grace,
the strength, and the simplicity of a new and vigorous culture.

JJust why medieval man managed to pull himself out of the
Dark Ages still puzzles historians, and our answers can be only
tentative. Some choose to put the answer in terms of challenge
and response. The challenge was the collapse of both the Roman
and the Germanic ways of life. nly two responses were pos-
sible: 1life among the ruins or' the organization of a new way
of 1life. However, this does not explain why the latter alter7/
native prevailed. The growing sense of security which is
evident after the tenth century is probably both cause and
effect of this change. A man could now hope to build a house,
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plant a crop, clear new land, and so on with a good chance of
surviving to benefit from his work. The last of the invaders
(Northmen from Scandinavia and Magyars from the east) settled
down among their predecessors. Gradualily the gallant efforts
of the Church softened manners somewhat while saving souls. 1In
some areas, for example, 1t imposed in the eleventh century the ‘
Truce of God (a prohibition of fighting during certain periods) .
which was enforced by the joint efforts of the bishops and
secular magnates. More effective in restoring a minimum of
order was the institution of a new system of govermment in
Western Europe: feudalism,

~/



