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disobedience is widespread, its armies. The papal monarchy had
ways by which it attempted to enforce its will. [zi could brand
violation of its commands a sin and paint, :
the discomforts of Hell[ could excommunicate an offender,
which meant cutfing him o from all the aids and comforts which
the Church claimed to havé,] Excommunication was a severe punish-
ment for medieval man, since it deprived him of the sacraments
without which salvation was impossible and left him in a state

of mortal sin. He could be ostracised socially and the Church
could ask the state to act against him. As we shall see, there
was a period of about two and one half centuries during which

the papacy attempted to intervene rather extensively in the af-
fairs of feudal states. Then the pop:zi?metimes made us of

several other weapons in his arsenal. [He could place entire

countries under the interdict, which ounted to excommunica-
tion on a mass scale. When an interdict was in force only a

few services of the Church, such as the administration of
baptism and confession, were permitted. 1In several instances,
popes even weni so far as to announce the deposition of rulers
and absolve their subjects of the need to give them further -
allegiance. Occasionally, popes preached crusades against re-
calcitrant monarch;D

In the remainder of this chapter, we shall examine more
closely several facets of the medieval Church after the Cluniac
reform. First, since the Church was primarily a spiritual in-
stitution dedicated to the saving of souls, we shall see how a
late medieval pope explained the seven sacraments. Second, we
shall examine the Crusades as an attempt by an eleventh century
pope to put himself at the head of the Church through an heroic
act in which all Europe would join: the recapture of the Holy
Land. Third, we shall see how the Church tried to meet the
challenge of a vast body of non-Christian learning which thrust
itself into twelfth and thirteenth century Europe. Fourth, we
shall trace the reappearance of heresy in the twelfth century
and follow the arguments which the Church advanced in opposing
it. Fifth, we shall view the attempt of the Church to define
the Christian ethic of the market place at a time when far-
reaching changes were taking place in the way many Europeans
were making their living. Sixth, we shall examine the develop-
ment of the medieval theory of church and state at a time when
both institutions were increasing in power. Seventh and finally,
we shall note briefly how the Church used art, in the form of
Gothic architecture, along with every other medium of human
expression, in the attempt it was making to create a universal
Christian civilization in Western Europe.

7 - /] ,f.ﬂr, /v. T
/74&& urlL _t’/"%‘CA’}/Mﬁ/J g | e S e e et



