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The heavily forested areas of the Continent provided a
ready supply of charcoal for the furnaces and smelters, but as
the metallurgic industry increased its output the forests no
longer furnished a sufficient amount of this fuel. Europeans
thereupon turned to coal on a limited scale in the thirteenth
century, The story that Europe greeted with skepticism Marco
Polo's tale of the Chinese burning "black stones" is probably
apochryphal, since thirteenth century records abound with evi-
dence of the use of coal. Northern England, Scotland, and the
Low Countries were the chief sources of this mineral.

The revival of commerce and industry loosened the economic
blockade which had surrounded Eurocpe. 1S Some Europeans moved
about over a wider area the horizon of medieval man was extended
and he began to lose some of his intellectual provincialism.

He learned of the new comforts of life which this world's goods
could furnish him. What had once been considered luxuries now
became more common. Merchants and craftsmen, in order to meet
the demand created by this new concept of needs, required ad-
ditional labor, a convenient base of operations, and new tech-
niques for organizing production and distribution. These re-
quirements were met by the creation of an urban working class
concentrated in population centers and organized into corporate
social entitie§21
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