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priests alone have a right to decide what is pleasing or
displeasing to their God; we are certain, they will always
decide that it is what pleases or displeases themselves....
We are perpetually told that without a God there would
be no moral obligation; that the people and even the sov-
ereigns require a legislator powerful enough to constrain
them. Moral constraint supposes a law; but this law arises
from the eternal and necessary relations of things with
one another; relations which have nothing common with the

existence of a God. %?ELJ1ﬂ£GLﬂi_ménlﬁﬂﬂﬂndHCimaxe_dﬁL;yed
frem his own nature which he is capable of knowing, and

not from the divine nature of which he has no idea. These
rules constrain or oblige us; that is, we render ourselves
estimable or contemptible, amiable or detestable, worthy
of reward or of punishment, happy or unhappy, according as
we conform to or deviate from these rules. The law which
obliges man not to hurt himself is founded upon the nature
of a sensible being, who, in whatever way he came into
the world, or whatever may be his fate in a future one,
is forced by his actual essence to seek good and shun ev11
to love pleasure and fear pain. 3
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Whether there exists a God or not, whether this God” .~ . .~
has spoken or not, the moral duties of men will be always z.r  z«r<
the same, so long as they retain their peculiar nature,
that is, as long as they are sensible beings. Have men then
need of a God whom they know not, of an invisible legis- | Loardl ol
lator, of a mysterious religion and of chimerical fears, p < gl i
in order to learn that every excess evidently tends to Keteo
destroy them, that to preserve health they must be temper-"
ate; that to gain the love of others it is necessary to
do them good, that to do them evil is the sure means to
incur their vengeance and hatred.
"Before the law there was no sin." Nothing is more B ;
false than this maxim. It suffices that man is what he/y? <
_is, or that he is a sensible being, in order to dlStln—dn 1 >
guish what gives him pleasure or dlspleasure. It suffices gsiradined,
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that one man knows that another man is a sensible being/*” ””’//v
like himself, to perceive what is useful or hurtful to Ve 47?"
him. It sufflces that man needs his fellow-creature, in /

- order to know that he must fear to excite in him senti- % N
" ments unfavourable to himself. Thus the feeling and S
thinking being has only to feel and think, in order to
discover what he must do for himself and others. I feel,
and another feels like me; this is the foundation of all
morals.
We can judge of the goodness of a system of morals
only by its conformity to the nature of man. By this
comparison, we have a right to reject it, if contrary to the
welfare of our species. Whoever has seriously meditated
religion and its supernatural morality; whoever has care-
fully weighed their advantages and disadvantages, will be
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fully convinced, that both are injurious to the interests
of man, or directly opposite to his nature....

.. .Conscience is the internal testimony, which we bear\\\
to ourselves, of having acted so as to merit the esteem or
blame of the beings with whom we live; and it is founded
upon the clear knowledge we have of men, and of the senti-
ments which our actions must produce in them. The con-
science of the religious man consists in imagining that he
has pleased or displeased his God, of whom he has no idea, /
and whose obscure and doubtful intentions are explained /
to him only by men of doubtful veracity, who, like him, /
are utterly unacquainted with the essence of the Deity, /
and are little agreed upon what can please or displease
him. In a word, the conscience of the credulous is di- /

" rected by men who have themselves an erroneous conscience,;
~~_or whose interest stifles knowledge.... *




