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Abstract

Of the total heritage which gave birth to modern socialism, brief attention may be given to certain of the
predecessors of Karl Marx. Although some now are saved from obscurity only by the diligence of interested
historians, others generated powerful ideas still not extinguished today. Together they created an amorphous
body of thought from which Marx freelv drew. Consequently, an understanding of the varieties of later
socialism, and specifically of Marx, requires a brief survey of these men. [excerpt]
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1. The Heritage of Modern Socialist Ideas

Of the total heritage which gave birth to modern socialism,
brief attention may be given to certain of the predecessors of
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Karl Marx., Although some now are saved from obscurity only by

the diligénce of interested historians, others generated power-

ful ideas still not extinguished today. Together they created an
amorphous body.af thought from which Marx freelv drew. Conse-
quently, an understanding of the varieties of later socialism, and
specifically of Marx, requires a brief survey of these men.

While any such discussion necessarily involves arbitrary
selection, it may not be amiss to begin with Francois Noel Babuef
(1760-1797) , better known in French history as Gracchus Babeuf. He
was at various times a surveyor, petty government official, and
journalist. Despite the fact that he was not an original thinker,
he came to occupy a distinctive position in the development of
socialism., 1In brief, Babeuf sought to carry the rallving crv of
equalit whlgﬁmnlaxad So _potent a role in the French Revolution,

in and.social fields. He championed the abolition Of
private propertyv and proposed a plan of public ownership and

control of the instruments of productior. Of particular import-
ance was his lusi tion would be necessaryv. for..the
yealization of hig.schemes, since the owners of property could be
expected to offer stubborn and violent resistance, He aspired to
the goal which Lenin was to achieve over a century later: the
shaping of a revolutionary force which would capture power. Babeuf
also foreshadowed Lenin’s concept of the dictatoxrship of the pro-
letariat. Although the conspiracy of his Society of Equals was
successful in establishing secret cells in the army and the police,
Babeuf was betrayed by an informer, arrested. and executed.

Henri d aint-Simon (1760-1825), a French social reformer
and author9 had a much wider impact on the development of social-
ism in the early nineteenth century. Of aristocratic origins, he

took _part in the American Revolution. During the French Revolu-
fion he was arrested and-imprisonsd for él¢ven wonfhs. LATEY,

after successful speculations in confiscated church lands, he devo-
ted himself to theoretical projects. The importance of Saint-Simon
for the history of socialism lies in his conception of a new
society to be dominated by the producing cliasses, both entrepreneurs
and wqxggxﬁﬁ The new society was to be managgg_glggg_snlg_j;flc
lines for the promotion of the welfare of the many, rather than for

the p pr1v1leged While not opposed to the principle of private
property, he argued that property ownership carried with it social
responsibilities, and insisted on the duty of all individuals to
perform socially useful work. With these v1ews, Saint-Simon pre-

sented : ry histoxry, K of a constructive

development angd.cxificism. resultlggm;nmgiggxgasq 'He saw himsel:
living on the threshold of a time in which industrialism would be

of prime importance and sought the blueprint for a society which
would adgust to this new 51tuat10na As one of the flISt to real-
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Frequently mentloned w1th Salntnulmon as the classic "utopian

socialists" is Robert Owen (1771-1858), a successful English indus-

trialist who had an incrifation for social "€Xverimentation, As a

youth he wo ked 1n the cotton m111 of Manchester and attracted /.
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attention for his technical knowledge and ability as a manager.
Entering into partnership with others, he bought a cotton mill in
New Lanark; Scotland, which subsequently served as the basis for
his material fortune, and the locale of much of his social engi-
neering. Close to the center of Owen's system of thoueht was a

recognition of the importance of. environment in shaping perso
ality. e was alarmed that society might become imprintec a
gMATacter produced by the least desirable aspects and ef fecfs of

industrial capitalism. ConsSequently, in the
mill, Owen_introduced_humane\yorklng conditions, furni hed >d_housing

an&‘schools r families. and set up stores
where they could buy goods at cost° At the gggg_i1ﬁ§;~he exhibited

verse? and less welcome9 side of this paternalism, keeping
records of the behavior of his employees, enforcing standards of
cIFEﬁI“ness eliminating drunkenness, and otherw1se intervening i
1nd1v1dua1 livesL

Partially to solve the problem of unemployment which arose
after the Napoleonic Wars, Owen proposed the establishment of co-
operative settlements in Great Britain. The inhabitants of these
so-called "villages ol cooperation" were to cultivate the land.

A later versiomof his plan added Iimited industrial production to
this agricultural base. While each village was to be self-sufficient
surplus_producticn-was-te—be-exchanged. with . other villages.  Owen
beciﬁé—discouraged by his failure to persuade private individuals
and governmental authorities to adopt his proposals. Accordingly,
he left Great Britain in 1824 and bought the village of New Harmony,
Indiana. Here he endeavored to create a cooperative settlement,
with community buildings and services: a granary, public eating
houses, cook houses, meeting house; and sitting rooms, to name a
few. When dissension arose over the conduct of communal affairs,
Owen returned to Great Britain. He continued to hold faith in the
possibility of establishing communities on the theoretical pattern
of New Harmony, but his later efforts also were marked by failure.
Owen's influence; however, was widespread. He affected the form-
ative stages of British trade unionism and the consumers’ co-
operative movement, as well as socialist thought.

In France ideas similar to Owen’'s found expression in the
works of Charles Fourijer (1772-1837)., Certain details of his
system, however, deserve independent mention. Thu89 Fourier

S = , . r_own llklng and

in

avoid tediummby_iur.‘ : sle_to 2
an expression of the personallty of the 1nd1v1dual he sough+ to
fit social institutions to human nature. Beyond thlsg Fourier

envisaged a division of the proceeds of work according o aif-
ferent and upegual shares for capital. labor, and special talent,
such as managerial services. The influence of hHis ideas was far
reaching, for it was felt in the United States and Russia in

addition to his native ntry Franceu > -
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Another source of modern sociallst thoug he works
of the classical economists. The lahar theorv of value, develope

many years before, won increasing acceptance in, the early nineteenth
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century. Espoused by several British economists in the 1820°'s,

it later was incorporated into the thought of Karl Marx., The
critiecism-eof capitalism.contained in the writings of some econo-.
mists alse-centributed to-the-framework of socialist thought. 1In
this connection, the work of Jean Charles Sismondi (1773-1842) was
of prime importance. Like Malthus, Sismon saw tendency in the
business system to promote recurring cycles of prosperity and
depression. To explain this phenomenon, he proposed the doctrine
of under consumption which became a prominent fixture in subse-
quent socialist theory. This doctrine held-that-working -people,
held to subsistence wages by their employers..did not. possess
enough purchasing power to absorb.the production-ofi-industry. _This
condition was aggravated by the. expansion of productive fa01lfgles

thyough over investment. The result was pesiediG.econonif.cql-
 lapse, with unemplovment 2xdship for manv_pecople.

”VTo [0 alleviate these effects, Slsmond1 called for the state to guar-
h/érﬂ”antee a living wage and minimum standards of social Securiiy.

Renewing the revolutionary tradition of Gracchus Babeuf were
the outlook and activity of Louis Auguste Blangui (1805-1881).
Throughout most of his life Blanqui was involved in successive
revolutionary societies and plots in France suffering frequent
imprisonment as a result. In all, his terms in prison amounted
to a full thirty-three years, ReJectlng the adequacy of change

fhrn_gh_xgiprm Blanaul insisted on the need for revolution. _<§}S
significance in ‘the history of socialism, indeed, lies in the — —=
theories he formulated concerning vs _of condu S
;iﬁﬁj__T' theory and practice Blanqui stood for a m111taqt,pa¥$y
small in size and _ 11m1ted to traine aries., Coming to
jelo) _2,_Ccaup tad it would org_ilze a dlctatorshlp on
behalf of fhegmgzkigggglasses*. Beyond this Blanqui Showed Little
concaern; he concentrated on the attainment of power. In general,
the future society he sought was to consist of cooperative asso-
ciations which, in time, were to obviate the need for a state.

If Blanqui reflected the persistence of the revolutionary
tradition in socialism, Louis RBlanpc (1811~ 1882) wa irst major
advocate of state aﬁilnn to attain socialist goals. As such; he

was a direci-progeaitsor-of-the European sgcial democrats of toq§y
A lawyer and journalist by profess:.,on9 Blanc became a member of the
provisional government of France in 1848. Subsequently, charged
with participation in a revolutionary movement, he lived in exile
in Great Britain from 1852 to 1870. Returring to France, he was

elecfed to Parliament in 1871, where he opposed the use of violence

&E%STEQQéELé§m In his writings BIanc argued for the recog-
nltlon o) e right of all people to work. To give substance to

this rlght he proposed the establishment of national workshops by
the state. The state was t6 furnish the productive facilities and
materials which the private entrepreneur ordinarily provided. ;gl
time, the presumably more efficient national s would d

the capitalists out of bu51ness, forcing them to join tgg_gxgigm
of state;gupported entergrlse° Under the provisional French gov-

‘ernment of 1848, .a_token.system.of this sort was established. ¥t

purpose was . subverted by top-ranking adminlstrators of the plan who

were bent on discrediting the influence of Louis Blanc ard socialism
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Nevertheless, Blanc’s emphasis on reform, on gradual and peaceful
ch_nge*_xemALned“Lniluent;aL~ Another aspect of his thought which
bore continuing significance was related to his concept of the
right to work and the rewards of labor. Giving expression to an
old idea, Blanc championed the slogan: '"From each according to

_E_1_.S_,al:!‘1.lj.j:J»tT—t-e—ee\.eh—4a\,ee.en,ncl..1.n.g_.t.cz..h.:l.ﬁl_ne&‘~ x

To illustrate the variety as well as to indicate another
source of ideas in pre-Marxian socialism, one final figure may be
noted. Pierre Joseph Proughon (1809~ 1865)] a French wrlter and
onetime pariiamentary deputy, was an _anarchist utlodﬁ?”@%rlctlv
speaking, the anarchist aim of society “Wwithout government does not
fit in with those socialist conceptlons postulating the state as
an instrument of reform. ition, however, bears a
similarity to other socialist theories which regard government as
a_tool for oppression bv the dominant cIZEEES.  ProUdhon, moreover,

shared a number of views held by other schools of qoc1allsm Critica
of the existing economic system, he held t

espoused the 3 e, aﬁd'opposed'veni AD?OIlt
interest. Marx, though ultimately disdainful of Proudhon, le arned

much from him concerning the "contradictions'" of cap1tallsmo

Altogether by 1848 a considerable heritage of socialist
thought existed. the product of a host of writers representing
different branches of a family of ideas. Along with the indiv-
iduals already mentioned were many others whose contributions rate
some acknowledgment in standard histories of socialism., By 1848,
certain ideas were current, although not widely held or even known
by many people. It was on this basis that the structure of modern
socialism was erected, in theory and practice.
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