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order. Again, it is true that he sets up a pr ecar ious �r�~�l�a�

tionship between the family and the all-power f u l �s�t�~�t�e� by deny
ing the latter the right to inter fere with pr ivate property, an 
institu tion which Bodin prized highly and which he placed under 
family control. However, these inconsistencies in bis theory 
need not detract from his perspicacity in observ ing that times 
wer e changing in sixt eenth century Europe. He saw that the 
supr eme and perpetual power that had been so thoroughly diffused 
during the Middle Ages as to be unrecognizable was now .being 
concentrated in the state and, above all , in t he pr ince. Within 
the national state_ih ch vowed to tolerate no opposition. 
Outs i de it he vowed to · 

Sovereignty is one of the key political concepts of contem
porary Western Civilization. It pr ovides a philosophic basis 
for the state system which for mor e than f our centuries has 
been character istic in the W'<Cst . Ever since the Pea..ce of-West
phalia ( 1648) whi ch. �e�n�d�e�d �~�_ �!�: �h �e� _Thirty Yea.t: ' �r�.�. �,�_�. �Q�.�<�i�~�m�a�.�t�s� h-ave 
�~�~ �l�i�e� aSSU!iij} ti.Qn_that they r epresent political qnits 
which, however lar ge or small , are se ar a e an e . �~� equal 

o no ex a man a �. �h�o�t�i�.�:�t �~� �~�e�,� 

�:�;�~�~ �~�~ �~�~�~�~�~ �-�- �~�g�h�t� to mainLa· armi s and na i s, �c�a�r �~�~� 
ma.na_ge the· �o�~� �;�i�,�g�n �_�a�~�f�f�a�i�.�r�.� d �r �~�_�g�J�.�l �-

late their domestic �a�t�f�a �~�r �s� �w �L�t�h�G�U�~� �~�n�t�e �p �f�e�r�e�n�c �e� from ouj$ide 
· ion to the laws f r om within . Pol.i tical think

er s since Bodin have been much more successful in their efforts 
to t ransfer the locus of sovereignty f r om the absolu te monarch 
to the whole people than they have been in transferring it from 
the national state to some mor e inclusive political institution. 

�!�_�.�~ �h �-�-�-�- �t �g �e� national state the u ltimate in £g,l :itical ... �~ �L�o�o�.�P�

ment. sub.iect §ono t .r rrU;::2rlin : o; }!%tt,ing_ au t.hg.r.;' �:�t�.�.�y �~ �e�r�e� 
w s am e....mom an . .Q">4; e e . . -o " . ne.cessar 
mus �~ �_�_�a �m�p �n �g� �s �± �~ �s �.� �T�~� modify t his anarchy , the Western 
Wor ld took over from the Italian city-states certain IU"$tCtice.s 
which it developed into the .. �t�~�c�h�n�i�q �u �e�s �'�"� of modern-diplQlllac;v:. 
IJuring the last half of the 1 ifteent h century t he Italian' cities 
began the practice of sending r egul ar repr esentatives to each 
other ' s courts. Since these cities were usually bitter rivals, 
close enough to attack each other easily, it was vi tally neces
sar y that they obtain infor mation on whi ch each cou ld: base its 
estimate of the others and plan its actions accordingly. By 
the time the other European states adopted t he pr oc.ed,ures which 
the Italians had developed, they wer e engaged i n a similar r i
valry and needed similar information. 
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they r egular ly sent home to their governme n_ts wer e b e 
,.-best source of i n;f ormatio the lat ex.-had concer ni-ng the per.:::: 

sonalit1es o r: a~g r~rs and the olicies which they were 
ursu1ng . The diplomat has often been c r iticized, but his craft 

was, an still is, an indispensable one i n a wor ld of sovereign 
national states, where orderly relations are on an essentially 
voluntary basis . 

The idea that the national state is sover eign has thus far 
effectively precluded the development of a law whose purpose is 
to eliminate international violence in the way that domestic law 
ordinarily eliminates violence within the state . Nevertheless, 
this has not prevented states, acting in what they r egard as 
thei r own inter ests , from gener ally followi ng a body of usages 
in the condu ct of their relations with each other . We call 
these u sages the law of nations, o r inter national law,~ The 
der ive chiefly from lon -estaQlished customs which under normal 
circums ances a r e observ ed withou t g,u__e..at..t,.QP., and f r om _f.o.r ma 
~greemen~s~entereq i n t o by wo o r mor e sta tes . For example, it 
was p r imarily mutua convenience which became for ce of habit 
that led states to accor d certain p r ivileges to foreign diplo~ 
mats, while it was by the Peace of Westphalia that the powers 
of Eur ope agreed to r ecognize Switzer land and the Netherlands 
as sovereign states . 

One of the first men to explor e t h 
of international law must rest was a Du tch 
an eo an Hugo Grotius (1583-1645). Hi g r eatest work, 
The Law of War and Peace (1625) , helped wi n for him the title 
lf:ratlier of inter national law . Accepting the national state 
as an accomplished fact, Grotius r efused to beliey e that ther..e.by 
the world was condemned to per etu al anar ch . Dr awing upon 
Gr eek an na ura l law, -e declar ed that God d 

· formed all ~en angua~" and 
ther wa s to commu nicate with each other . Moreover, he had 

~ven thea all t facult son, w i c h enables them to 
discover the principles which shou ld gover n the r elations be
tween states . While admitting that there was no s u persovereign 
who cou ld suppress international disor der, Gr otiu s believed 
there ere nevertheless definite sanctions o e r ative u n 
s·tatesrqen and diploma±. wh' wou . nd to p.~&e~~ -· them fro.m 
ig noring the law of- na,ture... One of these san ctions was the 
force of u · c opJ.lU,.Qn~e:c-wa-s-GGns.-s.-i-en.c.e, a-n - h · d was 
God . ~ In this way Gr otius dealt with a seri ou s shor tcoming of 
the modern state : its ultimate ~rresponsibility when dealing 
with other s of its kind . 


