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__they regularly sent home to their governments were by far the

best source of 1nformaﬁ10n the latter had concerning the per-
sonalities of foreign rulers and the policies which they were
pg;su1ng The diplomat has often been criticized, but his craft
was, and still is, an indispensable one in a world of sovereign
national states, where orderly relations are on an essentially

voluntary basisu

The idea that the national state is sovereign has thus far
effectively precluded the development of a law whose purpose is
to eliminate international violence in the way that domestic law
ordinarily eliminates violence within the state. Nevertheless,
this has not prevented states, acting in what they regard as
their own interests, from generally following a body of usages
in the conduct of their relations with each other. We call
these usages the law of nations, or internation aw, They.
derive chiefly from long-established customs, which under normal
circumstances are observed wichout guestion, and from formal
agreements ~entered into by two or more states. For example, it
was primarily mutual convenience which became force of habit
that led states to accord certain privileges to foreign diplo-
mats, while it was by the Peace of Westphalia that the powers
of Europe agreed to recognize Switzerland and the Netherlands
as sovereign states.
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Eﬁa*fﬁéoIogian Hugo Grotius (1583-1645). His greatest work,
The Law of War and Peace (1625), helped win for him the tltle

of father of international law. Accepting the national state

as an accomplished fact, Grotius refused to_believe that thereby
the world was condemned to pe:petual anarchy. Drawing upon
Greek and Roman ideas of natural law, he declared that God had
formed all men into one species and had.glven them language and
other ways to communlcate with each other. Moreover, he had
_gizgg_gggg.all the\faculty,gfr sason, which enables them to
discover the principles which should govern the relations be-
tween states. While admitting that there was no supersovereign
who could suppress international disorder, Grotius believed
there were nevertheless definite sanctlons operative upon
statesmen and diplomats which would fend to-prevent- them from
ignoring the law of nature. One of these sanctions was the
force of public opinion.-another-was-conscience, and-a-third was
God. _ In this way Grotius dealt with a serious shortcoming of
the modern state: its ultimate irresponsibility when dealing
with others of its kind.
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