











X p. 67

self-love and benevolence, primarily and most directly
lead to right behaviour with regard to others as well as
himself, and only secondarily and accidentally to what is
evil. Thus, though men, to avoid the shame of one vil-
lany, are sometimes guilty of a greater, yet it is easy
to see, that the original tendency of shame is to prevent
the doing of shameful actions; and its leading men to
conceal such actions when done, is only in consequence of
their being done; i.e. of the passions's not having an-
swered its first end.

If it be said, that there are persons in the world,
who are in great measure without the natural affections
towards their fellow creatures: there are likewise in-
stances of persons without the common natural affections
to themselves: but the nature of man is not to be judged
of by either of these, but by what appears in the common
world, in the bulk of mankind.

The sum of the whole is plainly this. The nature of
ma considered in his single capacity, and with respect
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Men follow or obey their nature in both these capacities
and respects to a certain degree, but not ®ntirely: their
actions do not come up to the whole of what their nature
leads them to in either of these capacities or respects:
and they often violate their nature in both, i.e. as they
neglect the duties they owe to their fellow creatures, to
which their nature leads them; and are injurious, to
which their nature is abhorrent; so there is a manifest
negligence in men of their real happiness or interest in
the present world, when that interest is inconsistent with
a present gratification; for the sake of which they neg-
ligently, nay, even knowingly, are the authors and instru-
ments of their own misery and ruin. Thus they are as
often unjust to themselves as to others, and for the most
part are equally so to both by the same actions. #*




