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2. The Modern State

Abstract

Nothing manifests the strengths and weaknesses of the contemporary institutions more than the modern
national state. Because in this country it reflects the demands of all the people and at the same time affects
them and all their other institutions, it is the prime example of institutional growth. It is not an exaggeration to
say that all other institutions serve but partial ends, no matter how total they may try to be in their relations
with their members. Designed to be small, it has become huge. Once limited to action which was mainly
negative, it has become more and more positive. Conceived in amateur terms, it has become a professional
bureaucracy. Viewed as decentralized, it has become highly centralized. Seen as doing but little, it has
expanded until there is scarcely any area of life which is unaffected by it. [excerpt]
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This is a part of Section XIX: An Analysis of the Contemporary World's Search for Meaning. The
Contemporary Civilization page lists all additional sections of Ideas and Institutions of Western Man, as well as
the Table of Contents for both volumes.

More About Contemporary Civilization:

From 1947 through 1969, all first-year Gettysburg College students took a two-semester course called
Contemporary Civilization. The course was developed at President Henry W.A. Hanson’s request with the
goal of “introducing the student to the backgrounds of contemporary social problems through the major
concepts, ideals, hopes and motivations of western culture since the Middle Ages.”

Gettysburg College professors from the history, philosophy, and religion departments developed a textbook
for the course. The first edition, published in 1955, was called An Introduction to Contemporary Civilization and
Its Problems. A second edition, retitled Ideas and Institutions of Western Man, was published in 1958 and 1960.
It is this second edition that we include here. The copy we digitized is from the Gary T. Hawbaker '66
Collection and the marginalia are his.
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2. The Modern State

Nothing manifests the strengihe and weaknesses of the contem-—
porary institutions more than the modern national state. Because
in"tliis country it reflects the demands of all the people and at
the same time affects them and all their other institutions, it is
the prime example of institutional growth. It is not an exaggera-
tion to say that all other institutions serve but partial ends. no
natter how total they may try to.be ip their relations with their
members. Désigned to be small, it has become huge. Once limited
to action which was mainly negative, it has become more and nmore
positive. Conceived in amateur terms, it has become a professional
kureaucracy. Viewed as decentralized, it has become highly centra-
lized—Seetn as doing but little, it has expanded until there is
scarcely any area of life which is unaffected by it.

We have already traced the historical development of the con-
temporary state. The Enlightenment political demand was for liberty
of somne sort over against the powers of various absolutisms. But
the scame movement in the name of liberty has resulted today in the
;ppearance‘Bffﬁfialiﬁical authority the size and power of which 15
much greatex than Western man has ever before witnessed. Derhaps

never before has citizenship meant so nuch.

There are many reasons for this development, some of which are
important for us to note in this chapter. Cne rcason for the increasc
in government is to be found in the crowing impoxrtanceof THE DoOIi-.
titatr—aspect._of man's. life.. The idea of the economic man was success-
fully undermined by the twentieth century. For exanple, during
World War I it became obvious that it was the political groups within
a nation rather than the international proletariat which cculd and
would unite. Cr again, if.anyone.asks whether or not a large trust
is to be brolen up, the priority.of.politics. energes imediately
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in the reasons—that—are—given by both sides. There may be no

%conomic reason for keeping a large corporation from growing

Vet we insist that there should be limits to its growth unloug,
like the telephone company, it appears to be a natural nonopoly
And we insist in terms that are primarily political ratlher than
econonic. 3mall bus incsses_musi_be_pxniccf.QMQQXLJyzgg;Eﬁ@£l333§
up by our econoinic giants; but the reasons for this are socio-
polftical rather than economic.

Anggggg_gggggn‘fq;_gggﬁg“owth_Q__Lhe_conicmpgxg~x state is
to be found in the demands that are made upon it. Westerr man

Tmtered into the latest stage of his developmont with the liberal
icdea that the state was his own creation, an artifact v he had
.aae to be h his cervant, As there were no limits to his deolreo.
So there could De no"Tlmlts to what he demanded of it. Cangsequ
lie_agEed morc_and more of his. -servant to fill the gap created by
the loss of his older standards: it should establigh law and
order; it should assume the burden of educating his children; it
sﬁould protect hls.products from foreign conpetition; 1t should
grant him lands for homesteading; it should huild roads; it should

take carc 0f his economic_and physical weliare; and it uhould

portecct him from depresgiong. Man also, and in a aiffcrent sense,

asked for something more. By,hls unwillingness to limit Ris cwn

Gegirces, e made it necessary to have certain laws WhICﬂ would
r0f*r“1nrh1m 2t.the points vhere he would not restrain nimself.
Cut of thiig situation grew the laws which regulate CVO;] chine fron
Zood manufactiure to the selling of securities, and the bures MRCTECY
nccegsary to cnferce these laws, The resulis have becn that
Woufc;n nan, lize the poor figsherman in the story of the genic,
fiads that hlS servant does not want to shrin back to cize, but

tixreetens to becomie his nmaster.

Zut_there ig gemething even more 1mportant than the ghecp
size of our contemporary. ;ngtlth;QQ&hJuﬂI e

they tond to nroduce their oym,m and. value An\", as thero
are no agreed limits for such values, there is nothlng tc keep then
from becoming absolute and total. The gtate es pccial’J trigs g
build morale and dcmand loyalty. Lacking anything above it, creating
its own laws, and giving expression to modern nationalism, Lhe
state also creategs 1t° own duties and values. Loyalty boconeﬁ its
gupreme-valtue. Instead of public opinion, we may have policy and
propaganda as the means of inculcating values and loyalty. The
liberal order of values is thus reversed. The modern naticnal ctate
cetermines its policy and with it confronts * “the indivicual citi«en,
wito 1s_armed only with his private opinion. And this policy is

Justlfled by reference to the 'people,"

Eg_g,inatixgtiono,Agnd_theqsiaAe,.upnemely,_rei92*32‘§éf
pcople and what the people want as the court of last aQQoa The

"oeople” is interpreted as a self-sufficient” ‘society veyond which
there is no appoal Vox populi vox Dei. The only major question
left is whether the voice of the oeoplo has been correctly inter-

preted, hence our current interest in public opinion polls.
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This situation is greatly aggravated by the external
relations of Western states. Without any international Iaw or
institution with power enough to check national states, the
present international scene resembles most clearly a naked
struggle for power. It is like Hobbes' state of nature, only the
participants are now the power rather than individuals., We have
now the spectacle of two huge states arming for a batile which
they d6 not seriously want to fight. The additional power of
nuclear weapons only heightens the power factor in the situation.
It is not surprising that we often speak of "garrison states,"

or that we have called ours the age of anxiety.
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