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whether we can become a power beyond the seas. If not, 
there remains t he appal 1 in£_ pxQspe^ t. o Engl and and J^s-
îa dividing-- theV̂  them.y„.and- inrsucB_.a~.case 
it is hard to say whether the_ Russian knout gr_ th,e__Eng-
lish money bags would be the worst alternative. 

On close examination then, it becomes clear that if 
tlie^_Sta±e_JLs-power, only that State which has power, real­
izes its own idea^ and this accounts for the undeniably 
finaicuTbus element which we discern in the existence of 
a small state. Weakness is not itself ridiculous, except 
when masquerading as strength. In small States that pul­
ing spirit is hatched, which judges the State by the 
taxes it levies, and does not perceive that if the State 
may not enclose and repress like an egg-shell, neither 
can it protect. Such thinkers fail to understand that 
the moral benefits for which we are indebted to the State 
are above all price. It is by generating this form of 
materialism that small States have so deleterious an ef­
fect upon their citizens.... 

The economic superiority of big countries is patent. 
A splelfglir~sê urfTy"̂ r̂Xhgs' ffbm "tKb'THere'"iraT̂ g'0̂  ̂

•WW ..ifci —v-—-t •- — III,.I I ..•fT.,' II .11 ^ I --I • -I I, nil, I 

theirscale. They can overcome economic crises far more 
"easily. Famine, for instance, can hardly attack every 
part of them at once, and only in them can that truly 
national pride arise which is a sign of the moral stamina 
of a people. Their citizens' outlook upon the world will 
be freer and greater. The command of the seas more es­
pecially promotes it. The poet's saying is true indeed 
that "wide horizons liberate the mind." The time mav 
come when no State. w.ilX. be. great unless it can 
boast of territories beyond the sea. 

Anoth^r essential fOIL..tJae .State. is.™a„xap.ital city_to 
form a^l^v^ for its culture. No great nation can endure 
for long without a centre in which its political., intel­
lectual, and material life is concentrated, and its 
people can feel themselves united. London, Paris, Rome, 
Madrid, Stockholm, Copenhagen are the towns where the 
political life of the respective countries has culminated. 
Such capitals are necessary, their sins and their crimes 
notwithstanding, but it was not until the nineteenth cen­
tury that we Germans possessed such a city. 

Examining closely, w.e,-Jind that culture in general, 
and in the widest sense of the wbrd, matures more happily 
in the broader conditions of powerful countries tffahwTtM 
the narrow 1 imits of a 1 i111 e Stat?. . " 

We come now to consider the last point which arises 
out of our definition of the State as the people legally 
united as an independent entity.... 

It is a fundamental rule of human nature that the 
largest portion of the energy of the human race must be . 
consumed in supplying the primary necessities"bT existence. 
The chief aim of a savage's life is to make that life se­
cure, and mankind is by nature so frail and needy" tha"̂ ~~'̂ e 
immense majority of men, even on the higher levels of 
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culture, must always and everywhere devote theinselveS-_±o 
bread-winning; and the ..material cares of life^. To put, it 
simply: the masses must for ever remain ttiasHPa. 
There woula be no^cuTfure"without kitchenmaids, 

Obviously eduratinn rniilrl never thrive if there was 
nobody to do the XQU.&h~.H03?k. Millions must plough and 
forge"and dig in order that a few thousands may write and 
paint and study. 

It sounds harsh, but it is true for all time, and 
whining and complaining can never alter it. 

Moreover the outcry against it does not spring from 
love of humanity but from the materialism and modern con­
ceit of education. t," 
education as the_essentiaX -factox- XP,. history, or as the 

I am~not imbued jyi^th. .this arrogance -oJ" 
truly great natures have never been tainted wltlr L±. . . . 
HappTness is"~nof"'"tb be sought in intellectual attaiji-
m^ts . buTTn^the "'hfgaeh treasur'es^I thje_Jieart. in the 
strength of love and of an easy conscience, which are ac­
cessible to the humble as well as to the great. 

It is precisely in the differentiation of classes that 
the moral wealth of mankind is exhibited. The virtues of 
wealth stand side by side with those of poverty, with 
which we neither could nor should dispense, and which by 
their vigour and sincerity put to shame the jaded victim 
of over-culture. There is a hearty joy in living which 
can only flourish under simple conditions of life. Here­
in we find a remarkable equalization of the apparently 
cruel classifications of society. Want is a relative 
conception. It is the task of government to reduce and 
mitigate distress, but its abolition is neither possible 
nor desirable. The economy of Nature has here set defi­
nite limits upon human endeavour, and on the other hand 
man's pleasure in life is so overwhelming that a healthy 
race will increase and spread wherever there is space for 
them.... 

From all this a result emerges which closer examination 
will verify: that there._iA-ij3.--fa.ct no actual entity cor-
.responding to JJae. abstract conception of civiL society-
which exists in the brain .oX th^ s.t^^ Where do we 
find its concrete embodiment? Nowitiere. Any one can see 
for himself that spcie;t^y_r- unlike the State. Is intangible. 
W,g know the State as a unit, and not ̂ as a" mythical _pers,on-
ality. Society, however, has no single will, and we have 
ho duties to fUT,Til towards it. In all my life I have " 
never once thought of my moral obligations towards society, 
but I think constantly of my countrymen, whom I seek to 
honour as much as I can. Therefore, when a savant like 
Jhering talks of the ethical aim which society is supposed 
to have set itself, he falls into a logical error. Soci­
ety is composed .ofng interests, "wHT^^ 
if lejft to themselves would soon lead to a bellum omnium 
contra omnes, for its natural tendency JlsuJiQwards conf 1 i ct. 
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and no suggestion of any aspiration after unity is to be 
found in it.... 

• • -The r>r.1v wr.vlf bv an Oiij-wavH r>r.mnn 1 g i r.n • 
it is only the people as a force; but in saying this we 
express an endlessly wide and great ideal, for the State 
is not only the arena for the great primitive forces of 
human nature, it is also the framework of all national 
life. In short, a people which is not in a position to 
create and maintain under the wing of the State an exter­
nal organization of its own intellectual existence de­
serves to perish. The Jewish rar.o thg mrrfit 
tragic example of a richlv P-i f tF-d_ natinn , y^ere in-

th®ik State,^and are now..^catter 
to _the end^j&f—t-^-ear-^h. Their life is crippled, for no 
man^cah"belong to two nations at once. The State, there­
fore, is not only a high moral good in itself, but is also 
the assurance for the people's endurance. Only through 
it can their moral development be perfected, for the liv­
ing sense of citizenship inspires the community in the 
same way as the sense of duty inspires the individual.... 

2. AIE-QE-Tm-STATB— 
. .'.The |unctiQiiS-Qf. the State^ln maintaining its own. 

internaJ_„aBmijnis-t-ration j4ĵ t±£Le.„are mapifold. It muat. 
firstly, in civil Jaŵ  lJie--.presGxiljed 
t1̂ 'l̂ dividuai-~w:ill. It will nevertheless proportionately 
restrict its own activity in this sphere, since no indi­
vidual is compelled to exercise his own legal rights. 
Here the State will issue no direct commands, but merely 
act as mediator, leaving the carrying out of its decrees 
to the free will of the contracting parties.... 

The next essentia 1 function of the State is the conduct 
of war .~^~TKe~T.ong "oblivTori into which this principle~fra:a 

""faTIen is a proof of how effeminate the science of govern­
ment had become in civilian hands. In our century this 
sentimentality was dissipated by Clausewitz, but a one­
sided materialism arose in its place, after the fashion of 
the Manchester school, seeing in man a biped creature, 
whose destiny lies in buying cheap and selling dear. It 
is obvious that this idea is not compatible with war, and 
it is only since the last war that a sounder theory arose 
of the State and its military power. 

Without war no State (['.mild bpt. All those we know of 
arose"1:HrQug-h , and the protection of their members bv 
armed T5Fce "x the-iX-̂ j3r.imarj:„ and ess.ent i al taskT̂  ̂
J4La»., tKerefore, will endure to the end of history, ''as long 
as_there is multiplicity of Stalea. The laws ofhuman 
thought and of Human nature forbid any alternative, 
neither is one to be wished for. The blind worshipper of 
an eternal peace falls into the error of isolating the 
State, or dreams of one which is universal, which we have 
already seen to be at variance with reason. 

Even as it is impossible to conceive of a tribunal 
above the State, which we have recognized as sovereign in 
its very essence, so it is likewise impossible to banish 
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the idea of war from the world. It is a favourite fashion 
of our time to instance England as particularly ready for 
peace. But England is perpetually at war; there is hardly 
an instant in her recent history in which she has not been 
obliged to be fighting somewhere. The great strides which 
civilization makes against barbarism and unreason are only 
made actual by the sword. Between civilized nations also 
war is the form of litigation by which States make their 
claims valid. The arguments brought forward in these ter­
rible law suits of the nations compel as no argument in 
civil suits can ever do. Often as we have tried by theory 
to convince the small States that Prussia alone can be 
the leader in Germany, we had to produce the final proof 
upon the battlefields of Bohemia and the Main„ 

Moreover-^-wa± is-a-unitinp as well, «« « fiividing 
elemeiit.--among-^^^i^ it does not draw them together in 
eiam^ity only, for through -ta' icnowZand 
to respeciu-^ach other's peculiar qualities. 

It is important not to look upon war always as a judg 
m̂ t froirnGSd^ its co'nsecpie"ffe^sr"afe evane~scent; biit the 
rrfe~of a nation is reckoned by centuries, and the final 
verdict can only be pronounced after the survey of whole 
epochs. 

Such a State as Prussia might indeed be brought near 
to destruction by a passing phase of degeneracy; but being 
by the character of its people more reasonable and more 
free than the French, it retained the power to call up 
the moral force within itself, and so to regain its as­
cendency. Most undoubtedly war is the one remedy for an 
ailing nation. Social selfishness and party hatreds must 
be dumb before the call of the State when its existence 
is at stake. Forgetting himself, the individual must only 
remember that he is a part of the whole, and realize the 
unimportance of his own life compared with the common weal 

The grandeur of war lies in the utter annihilation 
of puny man in the great conception of the State, and it 
brings out the full magnificence of the sacrifice of 
fellow-countrymen for one another. In war the chaff is 
winnowed from the wheat. Those who have lived through 
1870 cannot fail to understand Niebuhr-s description of 
his feelings in 1813, when he speaks of how no one who 
has entered into the joy of being bound by a common tie 
to all his compatriots, gentle and simple alike, can ever 
forget how he was uplifted by the love, the friendliness, 
and the strength of that mutual sentiment. 

11 is, war which ..fosjers th§. political i de al i S.B. which 
tjie materialist rejects^ What a disaster^for civiliza­
tion it wou 1 d be If̂ manMnd blotted its heroes froiOiimQrv 
Theheroes of a nation are the figures which rejoice and 
inspire the spirit of its youth, and the writers whose 
words ring like trvimpet blasts become the idols of our 
boyhood and our early manhood. He who feels no answering 
thrill is unworthy to bear arms Tor his_j:;c5uhTry. To ap­
peal fromthis judgment to Ch^^ wouTS'Tie sheer 

I perversity, for does not the Bible distinctly say that 
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the^ruler shall rule thp «wr>y<i, ajnd again that greater 
Tov^hath jdown--Jbi.s-Xl3iL^^r__M friend?. 
To Aryan races, who are before all things courageous, the 
foolish preaching of everlasting peace has always been 
vain. They have always been men enough to maintain with 
the sword what they have attained through the spirit..;. 

Such matters must not be examined only by the light of 
the student's lamp. The historian who moves in the world 
of the real Will sees at once that the demand for eternal 
peace is purely reactionary. He sees that all movement 
and all growth would disappear with war, and that only the 
exhausted, spiritless, degenerate periods of history have 
toyed with the idea. 

There are then no two opininns ahouit the duty of the 
State to maintaiiL„±tŝ own lawg-and, prQ±ecl».its xtrnx̂ p̂eafile. 
For~this purpose every State must have an Exchequer. The 
machinery of the law, the upkeep of the army, and some 
system of finance are their first duties. Up to this 
point no argument need be entertained, for it is of no 
importance to science whether a truth be accepted quietly, 
or with wailing and gnashing of teeth. The dispute con­
cerning the aims and business of the State only begins 
over the question of its ability and vocation to assume 
other duties towards the human race. No such question 
was admitted into the political conceptions of classical 
antiquity, for where the citizen is nothing but a member 
of the State the idea of its undue interference with his 
concerns does not arise. It never occurred to Aristotle 
to inquire whether the State was exceeding its prerogative 
when it appointed an official to superintend feminine 
morality. It acted within its rights, and he did not 
consider whether in so doing it did damage to family life. 
In the same way it did not strike the Ancients as possible 
that the State could legislate too much,,,, 

The modern theory of individualism, decked with its 
varioirs''Trties, "stands as the poles asunHer̂ ]̂ ^̂  ̂
cojiceptions of antiquity. From it the doctrine emanates 
that the"'STlLT5Er''STO5'ur^^ itself with protection of 
life and property, and with wings thus clipped be pom­
pously dubbed a Constitutional State, 

This teaching ig__the Ifiisitiroate ,c„hild of the old doc-
trine of Natural Law. According to it the State can only 
exist as a means for the individual s ends. The more ideal 
the view adopted of human life, the more certain does it 
seem that the State should content itself with the purely 
exterior protective functions,,.. But when we probe 
this theory which has cast its spell over so many dis­
tinguished men, we find that it has totally overlooked 
the continuity of history, and the bond which unites the 
succeeding generations. The State, as we have seen.wis 
gnduxing; humanly speaking, it is eternal, ito work-
tKer^bre is to^l'epikril.jUiilli^^ the future. 
I f it existed.„QnIy._JtoroJlife and  ̂ oods of its 
cSlzens .11 would-not, dare ta ..ga„JLQ.J^ar „ for wars are 
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waged for the saice_jrLJtio»ettr7* and not for protection ̂  
They^^nnot therefore be"~6irpTatiretr~t53r''ETie ' 

empty theory which makes the State no more than an Insur­
ance Society. Honour is a moral postulate, not a jurid­
ical conception^.. . . 

• We'may, then, shortly call the Stut̂ .,the instrumajit jpt 
civilization, and demand of it positive labour. fox- ±he 
economic and intellectual welfare of its members. History 
shows us how the sphere of the State's activity widens 
with the growth of culture. Everything which we call Gov­
ernment in the strict sense has been created through the 
progress of civilization. * 

* Heinrich von Treitschke, Politics, trans. Branch Dugdale and 
Torben de Bille (New York: The Macmillan Co., 1916), I, pp. 3, 
8, 10, 12-13, 15-16, 19-28, 30-46, 54, 63-74. Used with per­
mission. 


