














XVIII p. 18 

bo 11 om_p f_ the-scale In Europe were 3 lavs. gypsies . and . j^orat. 
oJE-Iall, J&wa ., Thf; 1 atter 
and capitalists, traitorous members of„an ,inte 

,-s|rrrac^""To'"r^lei the wor 1 d.. Self-styled experts even endeavored 
t^ prove that the ancient Greeks, whose cultural achievements 
might otherwise have been embarrassing, were Aryans. 

A_fina^l__^SEect of the appeal of the Nazi program lay in 
its ̂ oncept ar~ooncei3:t~ reIateillt£L..,iiiat of con^m-
por̂ y Conimunism̂  It borrowed also from the philosopher, 
Priedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900), although certain unfavorable 
features of his teaching had to be suppressed, Nietzsche had 
spoken _ot. the regeneration of the ,worl.d through a group of 
"supermen," a role. suitablv^moxilJ^Led.^,jiQH:-_aas\imed •by.,_the Nazis. 
STrice the party claimed wisdom superior to that of any individ
ual outside it, all opponents were to be "liquidated" (not 
killed, for that would dignify them with some shred of human
ity) . Freedom of speech, being merely a device to perpetuate 
error, was to end. For similar reasons, a like fate awaited 
other democratic institutions. 

Member§lilp_i-Ti t.hp>.,.pa.r±-\!L.was tn-̂ be _a sign of superior 
status, the hallmark of good ci t izenship andiFaci al pur i ty. 
Party pageantry and uniforms were outward signs of the strength, 
unity, and glory of the movement. But aJl members of the partv 
were not equal. The S. A. (Sturmabteilung, StornLjrr.QOpers...or 
Brown Shirts) were a uniformed, paramilitary group, superior to 
1:he""oydTnary members. .The_..^-A^, (Schutzstaffel)' were the black-
sjiirted elite guard. Above them were the partyImagnaJ;ea. ĵQvjBr 
all stood per Fuehrer, the Leader, Adolf Hitler. Under the 
leader prinnipTe, aTj^loyalty flowed upward to him: from him 
came all auj:h]Qr-i4;y. 

Once in power (in 1933), the Nazis set about establishing 
what Hitler called The Thousand Year Reich, the imperial suc
cessor to the Holy Roman and Hohenzollern Empires. All aspects 
of life were to be coordinated to that end. 

Political coordination was attempted through the estab-
lishment ol.- a. Jtotal- 4i«tatorAll, otEeLii-parties and their 
organs were outlawed. Opposition leaders were assassinated or 
railroaded to the living dgathoTcSonceatr at ion camps. When a 
number of members of the S. A., many of them former Communists, 
pushed for the rapid introduction of many Communist economic 
and social policies, they were liquidated in 1934. Even the 
sl^te became jnierjely a IloqI of the party, and that not the most 
imporfan't.™ The legislature became^a,jrubbe^r,,Jlt.amp, its member
ship hand-picked. The only elections were plebiscites through 
which the voter was allowed to achieve a sense of participation 
in the regime by approving its policies. He was not allowed to 
choose between alternatives. The armg—i»a.aL broiifiht to heel. The 
civil service was purged. The legal system was altered in ac-
"cord with the supposed primordial Germanic law of the Volk (the 
racial r-nmiwunlty) , dispensing with rational proof_ and^rights for 
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the accuseds To assure that these and other aspects of coordi
nation were accepted, nil nf r>n wp>-rq controlled 
by the propagandĵ jaacMjaâ af̂ JDJî .clQ.S|ieh_̂ aul,,Goe -
19457 r"Pfopâ  ̂ was reinforced by the systematic use of teĵ ' 
ror by the'"^eTniTlTyn[Qx£l^.jiiuiexJ Himmler (jjOQ-1945) . 

Economic coordination was applied to all resources, in
cluding both labor and capital. Trade-unions, which had been 
strongly socialist, were replaced by a single comprehensive 
organization, the Labor Front. Thisnew body provided recre-
ational facilijties^ a stream of probagandaf and supervision 
over certain 1 abor <|uesti^pns. stv-ikow and l.nckouts were out-
lawed for reflecting the unacceptable ideas of cl̂ ss 
self-interest. The new relationship between employer"and em-
ployS*e--w«rS^d"efined as one between leader and follower. State-
appointed labor trustees were empowered to fix wages, act as 
referees in disputes, control conditions of employment, and 
even oust unsatisfactory employers. Eventually, labor conscrip-
tion was introduced. 

Clearly those capitalisjbs,jKM™b3d-^,^^h^ 
their own purposes were riding a tiger from which they could 
not dismount. Although Aryan owners retained"tTETe' to their 
property, its use was controlled by the state in pursuit of the 
latter's aims of rearmament and self-sufficiency. Firms were 
directed to increase exports, decrease imports, and use sub
stitutes for scarce materials. Capital investment, dividends, 
and transfers of foreign exchange were all controlled. 

D&spite its success in ending unemployment through mili-
tary conscriptionj^ rearmiament, and public Nazi economic 
policies werê lForialess, almost chaotic. The corporaTtve— ^ 
feature^~"oT early Nazi labor policy were soon abandoned in 
favor of sheer despotism. Such despotism was more consistent 
over men than over things. Hermann Goering (1893-1946) ,~-i2ne 
of the Nazi magnates, built up a huge personal er.onQTr'-i«" 
out--6f cQnfiscated propiarty. Businessmen found some room for 
their own initiative by playing off one official against an
other. Even the much-vaunted "guns instead of butter" program 
of austerity and rearmament was in reality one of "guns and 
butter," to the detriment of both programs. The essential 
cause of these inconsistencies in Nazi economic policies was 
that the Nazis, being sheer activists, refused to recognize any 
limitation on action from mere economic facts. Their much ad
mired superhighways, for example, made little sense in a country 
short of oil, and slave-labor camps were patently inefficient 
producers. 

Ciiltural coordination was somewhat more systematic. Pro-
fessionillaasjQCiatioiis, Boy Scouts, and othercluEs were re-

< placed by such Nazi^ bipdies as the Hitler Youth. Women were 
Ordered jfcQ X*eStriCar.ti vi±l..aa-t-n their t.raditional ro 1 e 
in iH'tcheiXr > and„jchurch. All education- 4iexveii4ed 
fê  propaganda pujr£oses. The once-proud German universities 
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were purged of non-Aryans and disloyal professors, and much of 
their curriculum was reduced to racist nonsense. Books and 
music by such notahlfi nnn̂ Aryan«....ag->.HQijie-And..M4=indi;*:l4̂ iiiiliir--ŷ  
burned. Hon-ob.iective art was labeled non-German, and sup-
j^essed. Many leaders of German cuLture-, -4^cludlng.,.tJie novel
ist Thomas î aa[LL̂ lgl5-19J5M---aJld-ItJb̂ e••~phyaî ^̂  q 
(1879-1955) , went i ntn volnnt.a-ry qt* "i nntary 1 o Like 
TEe "Ejrilesof"~''58^ in the preceding century, they were a loss 
to Germany but a gain to other countries, especially the United 
States. 

Cultural coordination placed churchmen in an agonizing 
dileniiMU. As patriotic Germans, they might feel proud of their 
"Tatherland's new strength. They believed that they owed obedi
ence to Caesar in secular matters, but they were soon involved 
in disputes over Nazi efforts to control the churches' educa
tion, youth organizations, press, and clergy. The paj'ty fos-
tered_ajSei:man-GJiris.t-ia4x.j3iav.enieii-t̂  wherein ChriVt was either 
depicted as an Aryan or left out altogether.. Sporadic official 
support was given to a neopagan religion which revolved around 
a Wagnerian heaven or Thor, Wodin, and other gods of the an
cient Germans. Actually, ttie-jj^azis wore essentially antipa-. 
thetic to all xellgion,, hewjevex^^^^^ as they were to all 
Qompretjlors. 

Ra£ĵ aL-.i:u3CLCiiination was applied v/ith utmost severity., 
against tJtie„jIews, no matter how Intintately they had been merged 
"i^to German life. By the Nuremberg Laws and subsequent enact-
m^Ls. JeWg~wigrP! deprivpd nf-^±lzQiLShip and expBJJjS-d from busi-
ness, governnient, and the prpfessions. Marriage with non-Aryans 
was forbiddeu. Jewish-owned livestock was even aefrRgLated from 
Aryan-owned livestock. The ratfeTr provision was not long sig
nificant because Jewish property was confiscated and, under the 
austere leadership of Himmler, the party set about "solving the 
Jewish problem." as it was euphemisTicalTy put. "15y~l:he ̂ y?Fepi=-~ 
atic exiapmi»artion.-of~4;iie Meanwhile there was much talk 
of the need for Lebensraum (living space) for the Aryan master 
race, to be won by Conquest. 

Nazi propaganda had some success outside Germany among four 
classes of sympathizers. Some were Germans living abroad, es
pecially in Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Danzig. Others 
were sheer opportunists who, for personal or national gain, al
lied themselves with what seemed to be the inevitable victor. 
Yet others were conservatives who believed that Nazism was the 
only alternative to Communism: "Better Hitler than Stalin." 
Some were attracted by Nazism's i"deology. However, it never got 
far as a world movement. It was too self-centered to make con
cessions to the requirements of its friends abroad. Its nation
alist and racist flavor made it much less exportable than Com
munism. That left only power as a magnetic force, and once the 
regime began to lose battles, it lost collaborators. 

In Nazism's policy of coordination it is clearer what the 
regin^ was against than what ̂  The irrationality of 
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Nazi ideology and the shapelessness of the regime became more 
apparent during World War II. More and more 'FiiAhrf^T- rp^liAri 
upgn Himmler's S. S. and the regime of pure terror^. Ipdse^d, 
students of TolinraTaH^ani sTr~TTay(p"siTy^^ -1= 
Ĥ B~"cTiaracterTst i csl: Jas th£».xeaX »ê aemiegL.j3j jbhg,.xegi"te becoaie 
fewer, "tEi" terr prist so r g ans of t he , r e&ime b e come more perv asive. 
"the S. S. set about absorbing the very functions of the state. 
It built up its own highly mechanized army. It completely 
short-circuited the legal system. It even lost some of its 
German character as it drafted non-Germans to be trained as the 
elite of the new civilization, wh^n f^ortnariy's armies succumbed 
aj: the end of the war, the last feature.>QX,tJiâ 3::£tglJae-~4̂  ̂
wa^ the secreT"^^ Then, in a supreme act of defiance, 
Hitler. Goebbels. nnri WitnTnTg^r r'ninm-i f i ami Hg+ tKo 
^uins^ of the Thousaad™Yeai^.-R®4eh, 

Anyone seeking the essence of National Socialism will find 
it only in its deeds. Hitler produced nn /->f 
political thought. Indeed, as an activist he scorned theory in 
favor of ideology. Everything he wrote or ĝ-id was in a suanae 
propaganda, not a statement of his version of objective truth. 
It is fo^ransmit something of the_flavor of this propaganda 
ât the fo 11 dwi ng se 1 ect ionsTESSe been̂ cFosen'Trom ] 

^ semiautobipRfapEical. pseudoh.i«tnri naT'mTs'fimasfj nln^fSTi'STTTat/) 
^o voiumeg^-in and—A, cp_PY„QX_jthis. the bible of the 
movement, wag given to eve]nL-Iiexmaja„i3£id£̂ ĵ̂  agtiSs-
sion tp^^pfisgx. 
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