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bottom of the scale in Europe were Slavs, gypsies, and, worst
Qfﬁall7~Jewsh The latter were accused of bein ng.both Conmunists
and capitalists, traitorous members of an international con-
/sptracy to rule the world. Self-styled experts even endeavored

to - prove that the ancient Greeks, whose cultural achievements
might otherwise have been embarras51ng, were Aryans.

A _final aspect of the appeal of the Nazi program lay in
its concept,o£~the—§3¥¥y"E*COnceniﬁxelaiedwha fhat of contem-
porary Communism, It borrowed also from the philosopher,
Friedrich Nletzsche (1844-1900), although certain unfavorable
features of his teaching had to be suppressed. Nietzsche had
spoken of the regeneration of the world through a grou
“supermen " a role. su1tab11~modliledwmnam_assumeﬂ_ _the Nazis.
Since the party claimed wisdom superior to that of any individ-
ual outside it, all opponents were to be "liquidated" (not
killed, for that would dignify them with some shred of human-
ity). Freedom of speech, being merely a device to perpetuate
error, was to end. For similar reasons, a like fate awaited
other democratic institutions.

Membership in the party was to he a sign of superior
status, the hallmark of good citizenship and racial purity.
Party pageantry and uniforms were outward signs of the strength,
unity, and glory of the movement. But all members of the party
were not equal. The S. A. (SturmabteiluggJ Storm_Troopers or
Brown Shlrts) were a uniformed, paramllltary group, superior to
“the—o¥dinary members.  The S+~S¢‘(achutzstaff“1) were the black-

shirted elite guard. Aboggﬁggegﬂﬂgre the party magnates. _Qver

all stood Der Fuehrer, “the Leader, Adolf Hitler. Under the
leader pr1nc1p1e, all lgyalxy’Tlowed upward to him: from him

came all authorily.

Once in power (in 1933), the Nazis set about establishing
what Hitler called The Thousand Year Reich, the imperial suc-
cessor to the Holy Roman and Hohenzollern Empires. All aspects
of life were to be coordinated to that end.

Political coordination was attempted through the estab-
lishment of a total-dictatorship. A_L other parties and _their
organs were outlawed. Opposition leaders were assassinated or
railroaded to._the living death of concentration camps. When a
number of members of the S. A., many of them former Communists,
pushed for the rapid introduction of many Communist economic
and social policies, they were liquidated in 1934. Even the
stgﬁe became merely a tocl of the party, and that not the most
important. The legislature became_ a rubber stamp, its member-
ship hand-picked. The only elections were plebiscites through
which the voter was allowed to achieve a sense of participation
in the regime by approving its policies. He was not allowed to
choose between alternatives. The army-was brought to heel., The
_civil service was purged. The legal system was altered in ac-
cord with the supposed primordial Germanic law of the Volk (the
racial community), dlspen51ng with rational proof and rlghts for
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the accused.. To assure that these and other aspects of coordi-
nation were accepted, all ferms.of communic controlled
by the propabandgwmach;nemaiwnr**Jgspehmkanlwﬁoebbgls (189
1945) 7" Propaganda was reinforced by the systematic use of te
ror by thé\s§gprtfv“fbrceswnndenwﬂngziQh_Eimmler (1900-1945) .

Economic coordination was applied to all resources, in-
cluding both labor and capital. Trade-unions, which had been
strongly socialist, were replaced by a single comprehensive
organization, the_LahQr Front. This new body provided recre-
ational fac1lities, a stream ofgp;onagagd ., _and supervision
over certain labor questions. Strikes and lockouts were out-
lawed for reflecting_ “the unacceptable ideas of class war and
self-interest. The new relationship between employer and em-
ploy&e-was defined as one between leader and follower. State-
appointed labor trustees were empowered to fix wages, act as
referees in disputes, control conditions of employment, and
even oust unsatisfactory employers. Eventually, labor conscrip-
tion was introduced. @ = T

Clearly those capitalists who had hoped to use Hitler for
their own purposes were. riding a tiger from which they could
not dismount. Although Aryan owners retained titI& to their
property, its use was controlled by the state in pursuit of the
latter's aims of rearmament and self-sufficiency. Firms were
directed to increase exports, decrease imports, and use sub-
stitutes for scarce materials. Capital investment, dividends,
and transfers of foreign exchange were all controlled.

Despite its success in ending unemployment through mili-
tary conscription, rearmament, and public wozks¢*H§§%I$;229mlc
policies were‘Tormless. almost chaotic. The corpora

favor of sheer despotism. Such despotism was more consistent
over men than over things. Hermann Goering (1893-1946),.one

of the Nazi magnates, built up a huge personal ecoanic_emnine
out_of confiscated p_,ngrty Businessmen found some room for
their own initiative by playing off one official against an-
other. Even the much-vaunted "guns instead of butter" program
of austerity and rearmament was in reality one of '"guns and
butter," to the detriment of both programs. The essential
cause of these inconsistencies in Nazi economic policies was
that the Nazis, being sheer activists, refused to recognize any
limitation on action from mere economic facts. Their much ad-
mired superhighways, for example, made little sense in a country
short of o0il, and slave-labor camps were patently inefficient
producers.

Cultural coordination was somewhat more systematic. Pro-
fessional .associations, Boy Scouts, and other clubs were re-
Lglaced by._such Nazi_ bodigs as the Hitler Youth. Women were
ordered to restrict their activities to their traditional role
in kltghen, aursery.,.-and.church. All education. was pervexried
fﬁ“'proga anda purposes. The once-proud German universities
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were purged of non-Aryans and disloyal professors, and much of
their curriculum was reduced to racist nonsense. Books and
music by such notable non=Aryans-as-Heine.and-lMendeilsaubin—were
burned. = Non-objective art was labeled non-German, and sup-
pressed. Many leaders of German_culture,.including. the novel-
ist Thomas [875-19558) and-the physicist Albert Einstein
(1879- 1¢55) , went into voluntary or inwvoluntary exile, Like
The "Exiles of '48" in the preceding century, they were a loss
to Germany but a gain to other ccuntries, especially the United
States.

Cultural coordination placed churchmer in an agonizing
dilemma, As patriotic Germans, they might feel proud of their
~fatherland's new strength. They believed that they owed obedi-
ence to Caesar in secular matters, but they were soon involved
in disputes over Nazi efforts to control the churches' educa-
tion, youth organizations, press, and clergy. The e party fos-
tered _a_German-Christian movement, _wherein Christ was was _either
ggglgzgguggQgg_Aryan or left out g;mgggihenu Sporadic official
support was given to a neopagan religion which revolved around
a Wagnerian heaven or Thor, Wodin, and other gods of the an-
cient Germans. Actually, the—NaZis—wexe_essentLaLLy_anilna,
thetic to _all religion, however modified, as they were to all
competitors.

Racial .cocrdination was applied with utmost severity
against the Jews, no matter how intimately they had been merged
into German 11fe. By the Nuremberg Laws and subsequent enact-
men deprived of citizenship and expelled from busi-
ness, gqygrnmgng, and the professions. Marriage with non-Aryans
was forbidden. Jew1sh-owned livestock waﬁdexen,segxegagggﬂiggm
Aryan-owned-livestock. The latfer provision was not long sig-
nificant because Jewish property was confiscated and, under the
austere leadership of Himmler, the party set about "solving the
Jewish problem," as it was euphemistically put, by the en=
atic. exterm;na%aonnofwthe_laﬂa_ Meanwhile there was much talk
of the need for Lebensraum (living space) for the Arvan master
race, to be won by conauest

Nazi propaganda had some success outside Germany among four
classes of sympathizers. Some were Germans living abroad, es-
pecially in Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Danzig. Others
were sheer opportunists who, for personal or national gain, al-
lied themselves with what seemed to be the inevitable victor.
Yet others were conservatives who believed that Nazism was the
only alternative to Communism: '"Better Hitler than Stalin."
Some were attracted by Nazism's ideology. However, it never got
far as a world movement. It was too self-centered to make con-
cessions to the requirements of its friends abroad. Its nation-
alist and racist flavor made it much less exportable than Com-
munism. That left only power as a magnetic force, and once the
regime began to lose battles, it lost collaborators.

In Nazism's policy of coordination it is clearer what the
regime was against t than w What it was fox. The irrationality of
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Nazi ideology and the shapelessness of the regime became more
apparent during World War II. More and more the Fuehrer reljed
upon Himmler's S. S. and the regime of pure terror,. Indeed,
students of totalitariani _SUgg : s one of
4its characteristics: as the.real-ememies of the regime become
fewer, the terrorists organs of the regime become more pervasive.
The S. S. set about absorbing the very functions of the state.
It built up its own highly mechanized army. It completely
short-circuited the legal system. It even lost some of its
German character as it drafted non-Germans to be trained as the
elite of the new civilization. When Germany's armies succumbed
at the end of the war, the last feature of. the regime. to.fa¥kl
was the secret poliice. Then. in a supreme act of defiance,
Hitler, Goebbels, and Himmler committed suicide amiASt_the
xuins of the Thousand.Year.Reich.

Anyone seeking the essence of National Socialism will find
it only in its deeds. Hitler produced no nt_bo -
political thought. 1Indeed, as an activist he scorned theory in
favor of ideology. Evervthing he wrote or said was in a sense
propaganda, not a statement of his version of objective truth.
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