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S.The Search for Meaning

Abstract

It is possible to draw certain parallels between the West's present predicament and similar periods of radical
change and the dislocation of values, and so to suggest that this sort of thing has happened before, that man
has always come our of such situations and landed on his feet, that history is basically cyclical, and that there is
no need to be unduly alarmed about our contemporary situation. While it is possible to make a very
convincing case for this argument, there are three major factors which are new today. Thanks to our past
territorial expansion and new techniques of communication, there is no area of the Western World whose
ideas and institutions have been unchanged, Today's changes are immediately carried to all parts of the world.
Thus there are no longer any isolated areas to which people can go to escape change and its consequences.
Also, thanks to the same means no classes in society are immune from these changes. Whereas in earlier
centuries such changes affected only minority groups and limited areas, now they affect all groups and all
areas. And further, as we have already noted, this combination of factors, plus the size of our institutions and
their competition with one another, have served to increase the rate of change. These three new factors have
helped to make our contemporary crisis both more widespread and penetrating than the others which
Western Civilization has experienced. [excerpt]
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It is possible to draw certain parallels between the West's
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present predicament and similar periods of radical change and the
dislocation of values, and so to suggest that this sort of thing
“has happened before, that man has always come out 0¥ such sit-

ations andxlandédmnn,his_ieat that history is basically cyciical
and fﬁat there is no need to be e unduly alarmed about our contem-
porary. sifuation. While St is gosg_Q;g_ ~lake -a very convincing
case for this argument, there are “ggg;orsgﬁﬁiﬁﬂzzré
new today. Thanks to our past terrltori‘T“expansiBn and new

niques of communication, there is no area of the Western

World whose ideas and institutions have been’ unchanged Today's
changes are immediately carried to all parts of the world. Thus
there are no longer any isolated areas to which people can go to
escape change and its consequences. Also, thanks to-the.same means
nc classes in society. are immune from these changes. Whereas in
earlier centuries such changes affected only minority groups and
limited areas, now they affect all groups and all areas. And
further, as we have already noted, this combination of factors,
plus the size of our institutions and their competition with one
another, have served to increase the rate of change. These three
new factors have helped to make our contemporary crisis both more
widespread and penetrating than the others which Western Civili-
zation has experienced.

There have been various attempts to do something about the
gg§§n1~préaicament by 1ocatingwawscapegd‘f?hnd.suggestingﬂa“panQNea.
Fascism, Naziism, and Communism have all offered a single class,
group, or race as the source of contemporary man's troubles. They
have also offered a much overly simplified solution for this
trouble, concentrating either on the political or economic factors,
and paying little attention to other factors. Other attenpts have
rejected such diagnoses and solutions as these as unrealistic and
incomplete, as in the last analysis, ignoring every man's responsi-
bility for getting into this situation as well as for getting out
cf it. To these latter attempts the traditions of Puritanisam and
the Enlightenment have contributed their common insistence on a
man's responsibility for his ideas and his actions, as well as
for the consequences that flow from them,

Another attempt to resolve the present predicament is seen
ln the wi widespread demand for. meaning today, Therg_i__&_:ggg;al
herited _from the past,. _and. aaheliei thatmthexmﬁxg_ng_lgnger appli-
cable to the current situation. The emphasis on time in certain
aspects of modern thought (such as science and philosophy) has
undermined the static forms and universals of our Greek heritage.
The emphasis on experience has undermined the possibility of any
a priori or deductive law. And some of the results of science and
Technology, such as nuclear weapons, have disabused man of his
earlier belief that they could solve all his problems. Further,
anthropological studies have seriously.weakened Western
earlier faith in the correctness and sufficiency of his own
culture...And finally, recent ppydhological analysis has not only
raisedAEEEEEE,QQBQQ_nlgg~QnI_religinusucatggo;igs. but has also
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teg far them, The result of such

developments as these has been an increasing need and demand for
new and relevant categories which will not only be more adequate
for the task which confronts man, but which will also offer him
sonething more positive in which to believe.

,There is
natural
point
by the contributions of recent thought. Within this latter natur-
alistic framework there have developed two different interpretations
of meaning. The firs these has made a stained attempt to
reach some overall gemeralization, while the second is content fo
limit itself to specialized areas.’_fF—TE"EIEHE'?ﬁggéé%ﬁgggz%%ﬁgg
that The « T

€ contemporary searc or meaning appears to be running.

must it u ifi ion of the word
€ ing." What is needed at this point is a tentative definition,
some interpretation of the "meaning of meaning." T S
used to refer to relate s, It applies to both thoughts
afd action's. S origit en in the recognition of similarities

in our experiences, on the basis of which we can say that two of
these pieces of stone are jade but the third is not, or that one

of these experiments will lead to the production of electricity while
the other will not, or that one of these possible courses of action
is more likely to be satisfying than the others. Through thus com-

paring and contrasting experiences, man developed such meaninefuT

patterns as the universals of Aristotle and the laws of Newton.

.
e ———— e — -

There have been, in the past, two major aspects of these
patterns of meaning, one which focused on fheir basis or status,

while another Tocused on their range or scope. There have been

—~— sem—

?Eg:iﬁiﬁxnIﬁiaiignsﬁni_xhe,sxatusﬂg;wggggg_pattexas+— one has
pointed to the way in which they are arrived at out of Wman's
experience and concluded that they were therefore, relative to
eXpeérience. The otheRwhas_pginhadminwtheigmeiiiﬂagxmi9? both
mnowing and acting, and has therefore concluded that these pat-
terns are objéctive in status, referring and applicable to nature
-itself, and independent.of-manls-experience of if. 1In general the
former interpretation has been followed by the empiricists such as
Hume, while the latter has been followed by the supernaturalists

and rationalists such as Augustine and Hegel.

There have also been two interpretations of the range of
these patterns. One.-has-insisted that-meaning .can never bé correct
unlesg it is comp{gﬁg& while the other has argued that. as complete

- ——— e 000

meaning is ever beyond our reach, patterns can be meaningful only
iT-theéy are held Within knowable and manageable Iimits. —Thoso who
insist on the completeness o meaning, the generalists as they are

sometimes called, point to the fact that our world is becoming more

————
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of a single unit than ever before and that, therefore, we are in
dESperate necd of a meaning which is whole.and complete. And,
since the world is one, they argue, any partial pattern is, by
definition, incomplete and therefore incorrect. Those who ingist

on_the limited or restricted interpretation of the range of mean-
ing, the spegiaIIs&§has they are sometimes called, point to the
Tact that the Lwentle@hﬁgggLgxx_ﬂgg;g_1__so_hnge_and.ggmnliﬁaied
that we cannot know it all, and that we would therefore da better
to restrict ourselves to manggeable areas, In this way, they

arg least what we do know will have solid grounding.

These two aspects of meaning have been complicated by the
contri Eutlons_ofLrecentwstudieS“in such-areas-as phy51c&lhselenge
and cultural anthropology. These studies have emphasized the ideas
of change, process, evolution, and history, all of which under-
score the aspect of temporality and the fact of man'‘s involvement
in change. The impact of this body of ideas has been to weaken
seriously the interpretation of meaningful patterns as static or
mechanical. The fact that mpan is seen_as an_integral..pari.of
both nature and hisiory-has-meant.the reintroduction-ef-the didea
of purpose. Contemporary purposeful patterns which will include
both the relative and the objective, the general and the parti-
cular within the framework of change and process are being sought.
If such patterns can be found, they will answer our need for
meaningful meaning. And it is to the search for such patterns
that we must now turn.

There.are two current general approaches to the problem of
meaning which are. at best, incomplete_and._inadeguate. Their

1nadequacy, however, does not mean that they have no contribution
to make. . What contribution they do make is largely in terms of

hwm,ihmhmﬂrwhﬁ‘“nme

people are looking for, Consequently, they do shed some light on

the nature of the current predicament.

7 XY .

The Ngxst/of these incomplete approaches is to be fo n

that _new cafgcg hao ch i . aci T
"seliz=belp Some o1 the e books stre s the need for and the

mnethods of attaining harmonious adjustment and successful adap-
tation to the current scene. Both types urge a positive ggproach
vo,l¢+c But they are both adeqguate because thev conceive of

} a_t either urging escape irom the werld into
Some prlvate world of inner security or counseling adjustment to
the world as it is. The former judges the world as bad, the latter
as_good. And neither appears to understand the current demand for
1mprov1ng our world,

The of these 1nadequate approaches jg cexistentiglicm
a word meaninz ''to stand i« " A major strand of this movement
128 Salie > nchrex1s en igm since its most widely known ex-

ponent ig m*': = denies form _of deit r
: and _soos as without any aid

recasons 51m11ar t
other than Existentialism views the
B e
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% : ) : Significantly,

Sartre'g first A&JCP worn was en 1ﬂcc.1ausea. The existential-

ist world ig not only unatable, lu is also aluo SOWeriyl, dopinated
GCClu ; : h uartretﬁag gﬁzgmher

gr=
pvdé(éfa

o 1
ccept a ,MQV

woric ?e is eit Wi . cnolces, ,
“DHecore a collaborator w1th the occﬁﬁ?lngﬁg_ugzd, or to acnohngp CﬂMukJ
and deny §ugg“20wersu £ A » o) siroved Ll

as an individual But, if he takeg the second alternativ
THETS 15 in his Geciance a noment of tragic triumph in which, 77 .
bhefore he is destroyed, he assertis the integrity and autonomyd“ A) ;
of the moral person. While this repregents a counsel of despalr fwff
it does gerve to hxbulldﬂt the full sprcecad of power in our :
culture today as it impinges on the individual., Its 1nacecuacyib4f»
can ggﬂgggi_demnmlnmauat mnsi_ha"Leaa_aea_asna.coninad‘chlon

whiech, while holding wan regponsible for "ebtlﬁ,h_ﬂ li_mlnio,/"”//wy
hisg proclcament, at the same time cenies his ability to get., 7 (744
higself out Gr it BV

-«

There are three other general approacheo to the probl £
meaning which are much moré consistent anc complete. The~{g;§}
of these demands a return.to some of the absolutes of the past,

g yd-oi-Augustine, the he God of Aqulna_” or_the God of
Aristotle. All three are based on on the demand for an_absolute
with mefaphysical and transcendent status as a source of meaning.
“There nust be, so this argument runs, some prlorlty which will be
real, and not the fabrication of men's minds Unless man stands
for something, he will fall for anything.

The earliest of these demands for a rehabllltated abgolutc
wvas that whlch found expression in the thg G
of Soren = (1013—1u55) This '"Danish Socrates" initiated
the whole Iine of existentialist thought, one strand of which we
have just nocted in oartre. _K;erxegaamd_heggn with an attack op
what he considered the main weaknesses of hig time: “hocelian

Idealisi, which too casily taewt¥{isd That. ought..
= and s < u,gh Ln he with what
im, and efiactively demied the status of the individual in its dia-

lectical abstractions ("You can't give a hungry man a cookbool.”) ;
gc1ent1£ig_gh;eci1¥4t¥, which began by .scvering.man's.own_interests
and meanings irom hig knowing.and never could.getf. them reunited
again; and the established Danishy Lutheranhchnr§Q¢WKQLQQMhQ~Qhé£ged
identified Christianity with th;giﬁgggm and the status guo. After

this incisive attack on these aspects of his culture, Kierkegaard
claimed that ninetecenth centurv man had created an abs ractlon
thcuﬂggg?lgb__ This he could use to jUSEITY @AY Of his whims and

—uc.

desires in a way identical with the reference to the "pecoples"
which we have already noted, kpw d call for an e

y
Q%%*ggj_g£~““:, i ich wyou ing “n cxistent
iffdividual . Thege categorics— 2 5
1o0Kine at life: thg aesthedie, thg_eiLical and_:he—reliﬁiong,
according to which man v1gEgg_11ie_;a-%eanggeigglﬂasung._anXa__nd
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/&od. There was no easy or rational progression from one of these
A #ﬁ{?3=ﬁnother; it was a matter of deliberate choice at each stage,
uﬁgff hence Kierkegaard's nickname of 1 E . He regarded the
JP life of man_as incomplete- 1 he had.reached the last stage in_
~ witich he not only denounces.but.also renounces the world, and

- S

Throws himself on the.umexrc _and-grace.of-Ged, God's forgivendss
qj / ks L
{ (4

"

and grace Kicrlkoegaard saw as sufficient to restore tc man what
he had lost, even ac le had cone for Jjob, in a process which he
called reduplication. As—a-result of this, Kierkegaard was now
able towlggkwatmhiawwomld-through.verymdiiferentwgyﬁs4m§nd o)

see it as something not to be exploited for his pleasure, bLut as
T e - - RN AL v i i

a“girt to be used Zor the glory of itS giver.

f e —— R o ——————— gt

— —

The line of thought begun by Kierkegaard remained buried
in Danish for a lonyg time. Gradually his works were translated
into German, and then in the 1930's into English. Because of his
penetrating criticiocms, which read as though they had been
written in and for the twentieth century, his thought was picked
up and used by some of the most influential Protestant theologlans:
Karl-Zarth (1ec8) in Germany, and Reinhold Niebulkr (1862) and
Régggxg_ﬂiehuhn‘(1894) in the United States. But even those who
‘Aave not been willing to accept his reinterpretation cf Augustine's
God have been greatly influenced by his negative criticions, Iis
analysis of Western man as creating the abstraction of the "public"
to relicve himself of his moral and religious responsibility, and
his creation of myths such as progress o relieve himself of his
responsibility for decisive action, have been widely accepted.
It is this dimension of his thought which has influenced not only
French existentialisia, but also many poets and dramatists. We will
return to this influence in a later chapter.

Almost immediately after Kierkegaard but, as far as we know
completely uninfluenced by him, there appeared another demand for
a rehabilitated absolute, both like and yet unlike his, This was
the strident demand of the German, Friedrich Nietzache (1244--15C0) .
The crucial difference beiween these two thinkers. . often identified
: as the ior sources.-of current. existentialisu, is to e found
vl ,,;/ ,wyﬂ‘i n Jimhe!mpl@;ﬁ.@__.ngx;;l,..,aulmaf__ﬁod. "God ds.gead," he proclaimed.
PL“ Fad’ Uihcir simidesities arce, however, also very important. Roih atifaclhked
aéuy/ H%/w liberalis 2 t;e various forms in which they expericenced it. _Both

g V”, , alco insisted that.man necded gomethiny to give priority in his
g » ] Ohl Stod on Lhe suproumacy.of will over rcasoa. It

o om—
-

= +)

o7 tLic that they are today lianked teogsilier alco ac
-}Lﬂ/,rot}gc»ists of irrationaliocm. Ifietzsche's attack, aficr the "death”
= ”792 God, centercd on what hc saw as the debilitating effects oi the
(Jwﬂp A,%‘ Tnlightenment and liberalicm on culture. The results ol these
’ e Sogvenents were, in his eyes, a gsubversion of values to the point

s ’ FS

-

]

¢ which nothing was ncre important than anything else, and all
valves were determined by the majerity. Liberalisn, democracy, and
v soctalism in all their forms were, for him, but the neans by which
the masses had dragged aesthetic and mcral values down from the
heights to their own level, the level of sensory pleasurce. As a
rosult, Western culiure was completely lacking/in standards.

L. os7l0 iwg i £ o Zpippi ntorns — ole b e L
—««o»v«‘ % »047 7 Lw‘iy /I/{

£



But ictzgche rvled out any return tc the gls ]

because off Fhtr—riomis ZLC0L0 wﬂL yhe“_nkb'ritf the ==t
indivicual, Tnerexore ne intérpreted ‘“*~12
all of hListory) creat 17 Witﬁln;;ﬁ'
a mass culture, such an attenpt coulu not help ulxh; OWhR O L
the head of thie gtandard bearer an atitachk by the proponents of

that culture. Feor ilig reagon neither the "Ifrae ouieil" wlio re- sk

o0y

nounces ourrent valuves nor the "superman" who affirng the pow

! : iﬂ”n; igciatec from cocisiy an *nr~chL~c kz it.
But, xor Hietmoch tuls tragedy was ©o Le welcomed rati

avoiuea, becausc ic only thus that cuclt people can Lo su
cientiy touglhenod tc e adeguate for thelr tasi., Since this
aluost u1a¢ecL;ca; apprcach was compietely naturalictic X
vhailoscply of Ligtery whieh it dmslied was that of a Grealk
cyclical pattern of continual recurrenge of the same gituaticn
Cyer and over agzain,

H‘O
Cir

o
and Zor gsome a sugLuest
Llotzschc's_oririﬁal QL

e
pha sis and made hig ideas thevuocls of
B .‘ - Y Ty ) e 5 = .

yois into a

racia analysis anc warped his cultural valueg into naticnalistic

oncs. Juch a perversion of Nietzsche suggests that aay analysis
of his thought must, in the first place, dissociate it from recent
nanifestations and, in the second place, mucst ask whether his
anai*sis of our culture and his pogitive suggections can ever be
used without cimilar resgsults,

many cieher wovenents within the contenporarj Donan CML:b“, L2280
2 y road - 1T _(1C72-1802)., 1In
his letter, "Cu The “c toratlon o Chrlﬁtlan PhileScpay" (1272),

he declsz 1 _Thamic:s o lha. lagis for Tenan teaching ne _+
andidote for the riscin: %£id £ ”anuw-u_‘*,w Scici and Jiberalisp.
e CaATITa Toon nonan tnolice i 3~ CuC goaden Wisdcoi! ox

Thonmas [and] extend and perfect the 01@ by new truths." Univ GrultIOo

were encouraged to concentrate on the study of Aculnau. The corpus

¢t Thonistic writings was translated inte En;l;sh by tlhc Dominicans.
e sl

Anong thc otUistancing thinkers wheo have beer drawn into this
BC1iC MOVCLOn anliC -CaR-ReNEion LLLonNG wisas0n (Looh) , JACGUSS

cain (1822), and ba_gﬁii_ﬂ_gg~jl?li All tlrce werc converts
repregent diflorant attitudes covard Catholicisu, Gilso :iloon,

srivarily Lthe-lLigiorian, is vcrjggppxghlﬁiivc of the mystical
within medieval thought. Maritain has been more ihe rationalist
folloyer. of-Thomas,..the _critic of contenporary. non-CLlistdsd-

o A
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political and social movements, and the brilliant exponent.ef

what he calls Christian humanisn., Barbara Ward,. an English econo-

mist, has applied these 1atter prlne;gles to history and current

-nglgmgzpblems.

The contemporar
primarily in two of itsg asnects,“tigfﬁty F 5 hag offered some of
the most trenchant criticisms..of .the policies oT“NEZTﬁﬁ‘“Fés01sm,
and_Communism; the economics of socialism and capitalism; and
the basic ideas of liberalism and the Enlightenment. Tt sees all
5§?¥Ee3§“§§“ﬁﬁ?1nn11y self-defeatingz and destructivé of f rue
nature of man as interpreted by Aristotle and Aquinas. t2§3i§)

neo-Thomism has insisted that man is in negg_gLJaxmLJnﬁiEﬂﬁiy_xo.
guide higﬂ and thagﬁs ﬁauthgziiy_ls to be found supremely in
Roma hurch, It is, however, at thig point that many Prot-

gstagt_andmlxb@@al~th;nkers, while they may accept much of néo-
Thomism’s analysis and criticism, halk, It is not only their
refucal to accept such an authorlty that brings them to a halt,
but it is also their belief that both Aristotelianism and Thomlsm
are inadequate when dealing with the contemporary emphases on
process and pluralism,

It is just this combination of a need felt for authority
with the refusal to accept it in any political or religious insti-
tution which has led to a call by some to return to Aristotle
without Aquinas. This appeal, however, bears no similarity to
that of Simplicio in Galileo's Dialogue: This nggo=Axigtotelianism
argues that liberalism results In mcaninglessness, ang finally in
an appeal %o power. It insists that twentieth century science,
which we will examinc more carefully in a later chapter, has drawn
so heavily on the uhought of Hume and Xant that all it can offer
man is the knowledge of his eyper1enceuq but no knowlecdge of that
noumenal worlu which alone makes thosc very experiences poessible.
Lachlng thig ObJ“CilVG referent to the hexaLhy 1cally real werld,

11 :

Licascs man. Con cuonuly, tac neo-Arlsfovellan' argue, our con-
';empoéaly‘“hltu“ has degenerated into the production ¢f nere
gtinulants. And ag “an bau built up his tolers fo 1
gtinuldnis. our T.e{0nC LOYC and nore distorted,

p —.-———-———— & - " T T e e e
tonatuzs and afnekmal in ordor—te—te—teio Lo ﬁvﬁﬁ§£§=§g9=ﬁa&§—
"Lick" op "charge.' .. This resulis im Tie appearance of iacrcacingly

o
LORSEYCRE HISLUCTIOUs,.

e saiec thing, iv ic maintalncd, Ta happenei tc our ethical
values and sSte n*ar”“. Since all values & to be interpreted in
terms of pleasure cr happinesc, there is no limit to which they

can be gupve i

p

rted. This sitevation ic all the mcre disastrous in
pelltlce, where the denial of any real valucs results in their
Leing no linmits put upon cur expanding political instituticens

Two important spokesmen for this neo-Aristotelianism (sonetimes
referred tc as realicm in the older sense ¢f that word) arc the
Englicshmen, C. E. li. Joad (1281), and the American, Robert Il

a
i
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Hutchins (1C28). It was World Waxr II which ituraned Joad into a
necc—-Aristotelian, e concluded that there nmust be some values il
the contecmporary world were not to be destroyed. Hutchins arrived
at similar conclusions as a result of his experience with Anerican
higher education. This he saw as dominated by three isms scientisa,
presentism, and instrumentalicm. It has been largely due to the
influence of Hutchins and his adherents that the Great Bocks
Foundation was gtarted, and that its programs Ior the study of

[ =

these books are being oifered throughecui the.  United States today,

Cne of the @major criticisms coi nec-Aristotelianism points to
the fact that, within a culture that calls itself Christian, it
has in the past led to Roman Catholicism and could do so again,
soncthing which thege critics want to avoid. A gecond criticianm
peints tc the Aristoteclian interpretation of man as dependent on
the state. This interpretation not on;y contradicts the liberal
view, but also raices the pogeibility of the return of a political
ingtituiion to 1=ylemcnt such absolutist ideas, A third criticism
asks who would interpret and implement Aristcotelian ideals,
assuming they were accepted. This is the old guestion of who
would counsel the counselor. And it is perhaps this last criticism
which is the most influential.,

A second major gencralized attempt to find neanlng is conser-

vatism. It is not uninfluenced by the criticisms of those who would
return to some form of absolutism. In most cases it agrees with
them entirely, even with some of Nietzsche's criticisms. But here
the similarity ends and the conservative, following lines already
laid down by guch thinkers as Burke, eschews the absolutes of
religion and philosophy for the more malleable standards of history
and tradition. The conservative criticizes the absolutes of both
political right and left. He also incicts on cdealing with the
particular and concrete, rather than the general and abstract.

The conservative. philosophy of histery can oiten be-eharacter-
ized oy“rts—ﬁﬁprhulg on nerﬂlstin elemenugg rakhcr than.gn advance-
i ‘ale centi 2L sio hor

: s emphasis, the conser-
ive steers a mean“course between both optlmism and pessimigm,
while at the same time strongly disclaiming any form of utopianism.
Like Burke, he gees the ideas of which he is so critical ag the
result of the,E_;;ohtennont“s overs 1mollllcatlgg of history. -Like-
Vige, ke looks upor the liberal icea of man. as. Qverly. ogu;mistlc.
Priding himself on his reallgmg as he defines that word, the ccnser-
vative claims to take into account all of the relevant facts and
factors before taking action.

The construciive.contributicn.of-eonseryatism is grounded in
e interpretation of man as an_individeal who is morally free_and
responsible—RBot—uetther his freedom nor his responsibility is
viewed as deli-gufficient or complete. e is free within an hist-
orical context, or tradition, one that is entailed, as Burke put
it. He is regsponsible both to the past and the future. What is
posgsible is therefore just as important as what ought tc be; and




what ran cannot do is just as relevant as what he can do.

The-congervative is also interected dn the amaller foeci of
pover ag well as the larger, Paralleling liberalisn's origirpal
cqrcorn for the cmaller 1n"*1tutlonu he emphagizes the fanily,
Lusifess; aid éducation a5 " neeessary Tor the ncral develepnent of
the individual, and as checks om the possibility of any single
ingtitution's developing into an all-encompassing tctality. His
pluiralicsm thue applies to institutions as well ag ludlividuals,

A = el

When the word "conccrvative" 1o used lcoosely ggigx _;¢mcan
cover ‘a number of ui¢*brentuugygm %5, Some OF Woheh :
and rascism, arc toualg;axlané But, whilc conserva tives may
ineist cn the need Ior authority, few would permit it to become
abcolute. Iere the congervative Joins forces with the liberal,
and rejects the idea that any 1nd;v¢eua1 party, clasg, or state
can achiéve a compleue and total viey, mueh lsse implenent it.
WII§§U§jQQQ£xQY;n.m£:QQQQn. The nain line of conservative
thought is today represented best in many ways by the thought,
as well ags the life, of Sir Winston Churchill (1874). And nuch
of its appeal is found in its ingictence on values other than the
purely economic.

The critics o;,conLeuporaryuccnucrva‘ cm point toc the fact
that it it has Lguaxly been groundcn upon & Ctradl riq’ cracy
osGCR Ao EorIZad's. DUt at Teast In That Torm aristocracy ic a

declining Zorce in the Western Werld., The leaders of Lusiness,

who might play the role, have yect to giiow tlic necessary visicn or
standards. 4 gecond criticism concerng th.e possibility of reestab-
lishing the imporiance of the smaller institution in our tine,
Toﬁgazygﬂgut islands of independence. in“:hgmgpntemngzarv_ﬁceno,
wirieh-is- dedlnatedubyahube and.powerinl instituticns, is tc cwim
against the tide. a4 third question concerns the status.of THE
values of consérvatism. Time and change have entered ;nuo our
culiure so radically that our current values tend to be. ;aperaanent

and relative ;"""

A ié;;;B atuemg to establish scome meaning ic a continuation
cf yet another oif the major Western intellectual traditions It
iz grounded in the Thought of Kant and LIill as that line hag een
develeoped by Willianm James (1842-121C) in pragnatism and John
Dcwoy (1C59~1952) in _;:igggggﬁ_ll_m This l-nc of thuL”
somctimes ftonxad. da-as..onn ‘alil
sirands of cmp1r101~u, which are COLLuut to off cr only ~*ar*ialv e
views, struneptalicsm continues the monisti ! gain akz,zpaﬂ

: aplet e.yoxlgzglgﬂd DUt ik corig. o ;
this way 1¢ tries to talic account ¢ the criticisnms
theought as being too narrovw.
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natural, ox to attain any guperaatural pcal, Ultimate and final
CZ?SZ ougcc’al 7 waonC Ox the Arictocvelian variety, are scvercly

criticized ac being inadecuate for a world deminavec by tine and
veluticon., TPirot cauges of the llewtonian ty)e arc also bLeyond
zpericnce. Any cppeal to guch absolutes ic loolied upon as a
"failure oif nervc " Insitrumentalisn views conscrvaticil oS a
va;n attenpt to turn the cloclki back., 4ond it oces caicwentialisn
5 _an 4haccuraie.giatcaent. ol the problea-es.odern nan.

The constructive gside of insirusentalism is based on the

Enlightennent arcvnent-that, since science hasg alxgadxmﬂone S0
uycI To frec man fron outworn ideas and %o sut in our hands. the
tocnn qucs by means oi which to contrgl -~natural environment,
It ghould be enlaried to,upglygio our contemggxaxx.uaclal.pxgp
Jous as well. Buch a nethoc, developcd to include scientific
cxperincnitation and artistic crcativity, ic acccptcd as gcecli-
correcting., Starting from the Enlightenment idea of indivicdual
nan as basically goed and ignorance as !liis only source of evil,
and calling cn the moral drive ancd activistic approach oi Kant,
the instrunentalist approaches our contemporary proilens as

“"1ca11y external rather than internal, Insisting on a scient-
ific objectivity with: regard to social problems, this agproach
rejeces the gubjectivict tendency of romanticicts and exisvtent-
ialistc. Within this ;raneworn, ideas are seen as instruncnts
to aid nan in improving his condition rather than ags abstract
aboolutes., Ideas are thus primarily what they werc for Eenthan:
tools for the reform of society.

Thought within this instrumentalist tradiiion. lag becen work-
ing imtWo maJor c¢irections, the 01ont1;1c,gug,;hcwcnl¢nra1 “The
sttvﬁfrf1C”iu wacsecd on the as qumpflon of a seli-suificient naturc
as it is Iknown by e"1er1ence, an ¥ unexperienced nature, as well
ags anythln; transcendent, is ruled out by definition. This nmeans
that man, as an integral part of nature conceived in this way,
is capable of having ideas which are not separate from naturc-as-
experienced. Juch an interpretation presents a picture of nature
ag dynamic and evolutionary, one for which Aristotelian univercals
and llewtonian laws are no longer acdequatc. This also means that
BRY. deductive or a.ps clori rationalistic nethods are rulecd out.

To a naturc which is itsclf experimental, only @i~ 8Zberimcncal
nethod can be applied. Jo the ideas which are cdeveloped in this
context are of the gstatus of hypotheses which, cxzperimentally
enployed, are a source of valid Inowledge. Ouch knowledge, ncever
final or absclute, is the only kind of Znowledge.

The cultural direction of instrumentalicn hag changed
erably Zfrom the caya when Wiltiam—Jerics Lo prove the wo**
oiX nmoral valucs 1n terns of their "cash value." John Déwey toox
all such valuecs to be instruments Zor improving ithe human situvation.
Idecas thus have the ideal component, and are capable of making
rooix within human expericence for aesthetic and religious, as well
as cthical, values and meanings ouch an intcrprctation of iceas
has the a(v ntage of Leeding g001ety open foxr Jurihier advances,
as well as keeping it basically pluralictic. Pluralicia in this
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context emphasizes the basic importance of the individual, and
instrumentalism's unwillingness to allow any person to be but a
means to the end of some institution.

One aspect of instrumentalism calls for special mention at
this point: its.emphasis.on-educatien. In this, it is once again
in line with liberalism's belief that education is.the best way.
10 achieve democratic goals by democratic-means. As we shall see
in a later chapter, instrumentalism has been closely related to a
major change in American culture which came with the introduction
ST-"progressive education." ' ey

Instrumentalism has been under attack from many different
angles, the most publicized being directed at its educational
policy. Aski uestion: "Why can't Johnny read?"
people have been arguing for the return to _a more disciplined
type of education, AbsoIlutists of all stripes have criticized
instrumentalism's lack of final values which, they argue, destroys
any meaning its values may have. Some scientists and philosophers
have argued against using logical and mathematical categories as
mere problem-solving instruments, insisting on their objectivity
or necessity. The Declaration of Independence was either signed
in 1776 or it was not, and no amount of discussion about the status
of mathematical concepts can change that fact, or the fact that
the event followed the Boston Tea Party and preceded the signing
of the Constitution. Existentialists as well as others have
insisted that the objectivity in which instrumen ides
itself cannot be applied to_the social areas in the same way that
it can be applied to the nonsocial. Others have insisted that the
philosopher's job is to try to understand the world, rather than
change it, and that understanding which is conceived primarily as
an instrument of change and reform cannot give an accurate picture
of the world as it is. Some political thinkers have suggested
that instrumentalism can be infected with power as well as other
philosophies. They argue that its dependence on public validation
leaves open the possibility that those in power may be able to
determine the results of its experiments. For reasons such as
these the question is being raised whether instrumentalism has
achieved a self-correcting method any more than the older meta-
physics achieved a self-correcting world-view, Hevertheless,
igggxnmentalismmisustil}m%hemmosxminiluﬁniial_philoSQphy in the
Unjied-States foday. _Eggz_pggplgmgggagighi not _even recognize it
by name are using it in part or in whole, as a guide to their

3 -85 S
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In addition to the specific criticisms already mentioned, the
three general approaches to the problem of meaning which we have
discussed have been subjected to criticism equally general. One
of these criticisms points to the fact that, in order to attain
significant levels.of generality, large areas of experiencc are
leit outl Conversely, a broad g izatic i to become
such abstractions that thev are of only.limited applicabddid To
arrive at these generalizations it is necessary to become less and
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less critical, and to override the finer distinctions which are
meaningful in the intricate problems of both scientific and per-
sonal experience. Another criticism suggests that generalities

and generalizations’ of any type can become the means of forcing
individuals into set gggE%EEgmgijjhggghxwang“ggg;gn. While both

of these criticisms nee o be specified in detail if they are to
avoid the charge of generalizing that there can be no generalizations,

they do express an underlying uneasiness which most Western men
feel when confronted by.-such-inclusive.ideas. This uneasiness

atso-makes common.cause-with-the feeling that there is today _so
much to Know that _no one man can grasp it all,"much less be an

awthortty suificient. tgwdixggx“the activit . And
because of this Western man is more apt to feel at home working
within specialized areas.

The number of specialized areasg of .study hasg grown duripg
recent"yéar””?S“%hgwng;nxﬁﬁﬁgiﬁzaigzzamllsﬁw
intelllglble order is a staiﬁgrlng task., Listing is all the more
diftficult because 86 many 6f the contemporary specializations
represent attempts to bridge disciplines hitherto thought of as
separate, Thus we have today such new areas as biochemistryl
astrophysics, and cultural anthropology. There is also an
increased emphasis on_the .theoretical aspecis of many of these
new disciplines, such as theoretical physics. In philoscphical
studies this trend can be seen in the reintroduction of the old
Aristotelian prefix "meta," resulting in such studies as metalogic
and metaethics. We have chosen but five of these specialized
areas for further study in the remaining chapters of this book.

The areas which have been chosen represen$—seme—e@—thagmest
51gn1flcaﬁ% growing edges. of-our.civilization today. It is impos-
‘'sible~to do more than suggest what is going on 1n these five areas.
But they will indicate some of the more important directions in
which contemporary thought is moving. By sampling what is..geing
on in these areas we can get an indication at least of where men
are looking, what they are looking for, and what they find exciting.

Ag we.examine these specialized areas it will become clear
that_even they_are not without their wider implications in terms
of both. thought -and-application., This Tact 1s not just a c¢oincidence
or the result of contemporary man's need for more generalized
theories. 1It'is also a result of the modern empirical meéthods of
contemporary ‘thinkers., Having established the adequacy or applica-
bility of some idea in a restricted area, such as mythmaking in a
primitive society, the student then experiments with this idea in
*'other areas as well. Does it apply to other primitive societies?
Does it also apply to more civilized societies? The very thrust
of inquiry today, without-any of-the-older.limits, carries it
across thq,bgundarles.of—lts\meed1ate concern, and oumwip; un-
charted areas as well. It is mainly because of this 1nqu1ring
drive that most contemporary studies evidence not only the special-
ized and more generalized interests, but a continual alternation
between both., And it is well that this is so because, _without
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lerresy ze, the generalists could easily become abstract
g@ the noint of nonreleﬂance, and \1thQu$M_gnenal~idcas_tng

R 2 ol

speciallsts couid eagily bccomgmgagl& LEA L 0, San

A _$econd oLServ ) apposite, Ideas of grecat thipkers
have ofien been 1mpoged bj their cdiscinles or by nen of later
verlogu on others. rerhaps at “This very point we may be able to
IBEETE“E“ﬁnT?ﬁ" "challenge to contemporary Western culture: to
find such ideas ag will solve-eur Qroblems.multhahi malzing then
ingt znmcﬁifﬁolhoppre ssion to_our fellowmen, IHerein may be found
not only the contemporary challenge, but also the contemporary
opportunity.

0f_all the places in which fo prepare to meek.such a chall-
egnge, there is none beiter (we mlmht be‘1ndulpggw; thopingi than

a_college.
aeveIogment and maturity, 1nteresxed ;awamuakmetyao¢msguglal;za-
tlcns, uﬁele lo g_uniﬁﬁguggggr»Lplgxmg cxplore. some.particular.

Qrpac ana au uao sanc ilne, QluCOVG bav;g“;n&gxggnnggtggnggg,

as in almost nc ov hor type of 1nst1LL10n o; communlty Lere the
student has the opportunity to take hig mind on training flights

in 2ll sorts of discussions. Here, in clagss and in grml tory
sessions, he is able to develop the ability to.stanc op nis

mental feet, sharpen his wits in the give and take of ar gumengz
develon the aoiIiuy fo stick to the argument, locate ¢ the weak _
points in the opponent's line of thought, and uea:ch for new “and
hetter ways of solving problems both old and new. Having developed
such an ability, Weésteérn man may be better equipped to produce a
solution that will not have to be imposed on his fellows
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