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rejecting them. Moreover, as long as Christianity was regarded
as a Jewish sect by the Romans, it threatened the favored politi-
cal position which the Jews enjoyed in the empire. Finally,

some Jews were hostile because the Christians often tried to
proselyte among them and especially among their recent converts.

During the Pax Romana Roman roads, the law and order main-
tained on land and sea, and the fact that there were only two
languages necessary to communicate with this vast empire facil-
itated the spread of Christianity. Until about the year 70,
when the Romans responded to a Jewish revolt by destroying the
city, Jerusalem was the chief center of the new faith. No one
city arose immediately to take its place, although Antioch was
important during the second century and Alexandria during the
third. By the year 200 there were Christians in all parts of
the empire, although most of them were to be found in the eastern
provinces. They were both men and women; freemen and slaves;
rich and poor; with influence and without; and, although pagan-
ism remained strongly entrenched in the countryside, they were
both urban and rural.

las. it was preached in the Roman world, the Christian mes-
gage of salvation bore resemblances to the mystery religions.
But more significant than the similarities were the definite
advantages which Christianity had over the mystery religions:
an historic figure from the recent past as a founder; unequiv-
ocal monotheism (which attracted many more persons than it re- &
pelled); a stronger missionary spirit; a greater optimism; high
ethical standards; and, after a time, a much superior organiza-
tion, which created a fellowship that was truly empire-wide.
The general consensus of opinion is that the mystery religions
never threatened seriously the existence of Christianity. 1In
any event, they disappearegzz




