
Philosophy Faculty Publications Philosophy

7-1973

Biography and the Curriculum
Daniel R. DeNicola
Gettysburg College

Follow this and additional works at: http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/philfac

Part of the Curriculum and Instruction Commons, Curriculum and Social Inquiry Commons,
Philosophy Commons, and the Social and Philosophical Foundations of Education Commons

Share feedback about the accessibility of this item.

This is the publisher's version of the work. This publication appears in Gettysburg College's institutional repository by permission of
the copyright owner for personal use, not for redistribution. Cupola permanent link: http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/philfac/19

This open access article is brought to you by The Cupola: Scholarship at Gettysburg College. It has been accepted for inclusion by an
authorized administrator of The Cupola. For more information, please contact cupola@gettysburg.edu.

DeNicola, Daniel R. Biography and the Curriculum. Journal of Thought ( July 1973): 180-182.

http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fphilfac%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fphilfac%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/philfac?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fphilfac%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/philosophy?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fphilfac%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/philfac?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fphilfac%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/786?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fphilfac%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1038?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fphilfac%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/525?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fphilfac%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/799?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fphilfac%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://docs.google.com/a/bepress.com/forms/d/1h9eEcpBPj5POs5oO6Y5A0blXRmZqykoonyYiZUNyEq8/viewform
mailto:cupola@gettysburg.edu


Biography and the Curriculum

Abstract
In recent years many critics have written of the pervasive dehumanization and possible rehumanization of
education. Plighting their troth to the autonomy and integrity of the human person, these commentators
scour the educational landscape in search of policies and practices that depersonalize. They have often
attacked teaching methods and the social and institutional situation in which teaching is undertaken; a few
errant knights have even assailed the enterprise of teaching itself. Less often has curriculum content been
questioned, and when it has been, the critics were usually concerned about "irrelevance." There is, however,
another way in which the curriculum is obviously and literally depersonalized - yet it has, curiously, avoided all
the attacks of all recent humanizers I know of. Therefore, I propose to take up sword and join the fray (without
judging the claims of the other participants). The object of my criticism is the place of biography in the
curriculum, the role now given to the study of another person's life. [excerpt]
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