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Engaging Student Journal Editors Engaging Student Journal Editors 

Abstract Abstract 
Editing and publishing a student research journal is a high-impact educational practice that libraries are 
uniquely suited to support. Gettysburg College’s Musselman Library hosts three student-edited journals in 
our open access institutional repository. We train student editors to use the online journal publishing 
platform to receive, assign, and review submissions. We also expose them to the scope of undergraduate 
publishing beyond our institution, describe the benefits of open access publishing to authors (including 
sharing their own use metrics), invite professors who edit professional journals to share their expertise 
with the students, and facilitate a discussion about how their editing process parallels the professional 
publishing process in their fields. Engaging student journal editors in the overarching issues related to 
peer review and publishing is a rewarding way for the library to contribute to student success in this 
important endeavor. 
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Engaging Student Journal Editors 

ACLCP October 7, 2016 
Academic Libraries & Student Success 

Janelle Wertzberger, Gettysburg College 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gettysburg College currently has three peer-reviewed, undergraduate journals that are published entirely by students. Some are newer – the history journal has been published since 2002 and the Civil War journal began in 2010. The Mercury, our arts and literary journal, began in 1893 and has been a recognizable literary journal since 1926.

All have student editors and reviewers who organize the call for submissions, assign pieces to be reviewed, and oversee the entire review and publication process. Each journal has a faculty advisor, but the work is done by students. 




cupola.gettysburg.edu 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The library’s involvement with these journals began in 2013, when we added them to our institutional repository, The Cupola. We began working with the student editors to help them use the journal publishing workflow that is part of The Cupola. (We use Digital Commons.) Now they accept submissions and move them through the review process on the Digital Commons journal publishing platform, which is the same one that many professional journals use and would certainly look familiar to your faculty authors.

From the beginning, we have met with the student editors to help them with the nitty gritty of using the publishing software. We discuss options they can customize and show them how to advance a submission through the online system. That’s its own training session.

But what I want to tell you about today is another kind of meeting that we just began last year. The focus of this meeting is on the big picture – the history of their own journals, how undergraduate publishing intersects with open access publishing, how undergraduate publishing mirrors academic publishing, metrics, what being an editor is really like, and so on. 




History Journal 
• First published in 2002 
• 13 volumes 
• 105 items 
• Added to The Cupola in 

March 2013 

Civil War Journal 
• First published in 2010 
• 5 volumes 
• 39 items 
• Added to The Cupola in 

May 2013 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After introductions, we start the meeting by sharing the history of the journal with the students. I find that students are always surprised to hear about the history of the publications they work on. Even though these two publications are relatively new (to we librarians), they predate any current students and are therefore historical!

This is a snapshot of the type of detail we share with the students. In this case, we had a combined meeting with the editors of these two journals because they are both history journals and there is overlap in their staffs. 

(these stats are from 11/15)



The Mercury 

• First published 1893 
• Full run of print issues 

available in Special 
Collections & College 
Archives 

The Mercury  
in The Cupola 

• 2006-present 
• 10 volumes 
• 470 items 
• Added to The Cupola 

starting in 2013 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Mercury, by contrast, has much longer publication history. The students learn where they can view the full backfile and what the publication was like over 100 years ago. For this meeting, we bring some older issues from the archives into our meeting room and open them to pieces we think will interest the students. For example, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli edited The Mercury when he was a student at Gettysburg, so we show some of his work. 

(these stats are from 2/16)



Undergraduate 
Journals 

Open Access 
Journals 

http://undergraduatecommons.com – 130 journals 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To help the students contextualize their own work, we explain that not all undergraduate journals are open access journals, but that theirs are – and talk about why that’s impactful. 

We also show them how to find other open access undergraduate journals. (The best compilation I know of comes from the Undergraduate Research Commons.)

http://undergraduatecommons.com/


Readership Distribution 

Readership Distribution for The Gettysburg Historical Journal 
Data available 12/16/14 – 9/27/16 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Open access leads us to talk about metrics. The Cupola provides download statistics for all items as well as information about where readers are. Students get really excited about the dashboard features that illustrate the reach of their work. 

This map shows the readership distribution for The Gettysburg Historical Journal. This visualization shows less than two years of data – wow!



The Gettysburg Historical Journal 
• Total downloads: 43,482 

 

• Views from 153 countries 
 

• Most viewed items 
 
• 5,104    The Tavern in Colonial America (v.1 2002) 

  Steven Struzinski ’03 
• 3,499 Voices of Moderation: Southern Whites Respond to  

  Brown v. Board of Education (v.5 2006) 
  Gareth D. Pahowka ’06 

• 3,180 Coercion Gone Wrong: Colonial Response to the  
  Boston Port Act (v.1 2002) 
  Jared Peatman ‘02 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Then after they get excited about the map, I show them more detail about each journal – including the most popular items. This slide is an example from the history journal. 

Stats as of 9/27/16
Remember that no issue has been loaded more than 3.5 years (v. 1 went up 3/7/13)



Being an Editor 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally, we talk about how becoming a published author allows researchers to truly enter the scholarly conversation and how being an editor takes this one step further. 

One of the highlights of the meeting is hearing from a professor who edits a professional journal. For the history journal editor meeting, history Prof. Barbara Sommer talked about her role as Assistant Editor with The Americas: A Quarterly Review of Latin American History.  For the Mercury meeting, we invited Mark Drew, who is the Editor of The Gettysburg Review, a professional literary journal published on our campus. Last year we also had Karen McElmurray, who is the creative nonfiction editor of Still, an online-only literary journal devoted to the Southern Appalachian region. Karen was a visiting professor at Gettysburg last year and filled in as the faculty advisor for The Mercury, since their regular advisor was on sabbatical.

After our guest speakers are done, we facilitate a discussion among student editors and professional editors about the review and editing process, and invite the students to reconsider their own practices. Some questions that have come up:
Should we consider adding other types of submissions besides “research articles”?
How exactly does one evaluate a submission? Should we use a rubric?
Should we peer review all items or just edit some of them?
Should we use a single blind or double blind review process?

In the Mercury meeting, we also talked about careers in literary publishing and how our professional editors prepared for their current jobs.




What’s next? 
• Submission periods 

• GHJ – open November 15, close February 1 
• GCJCWE – open December 1, close January 15 

 
• Advertising 

 
• Training with Digital Commons & Lauren 

• GCJCWE - Friday, 12/4/15, 4:00-5:30, Lib 18 
• GHJ – Thursday, 12/10/15, 7:00-8:30, Lib 18 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We end the meeting by circling back around to more mundane matters, like deadlines and training session reminders, and review with them in what ways we can support their work. 



Advertising 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This past year the students got excited about advertising. We offered to let them use the banner ad space on the library homepage if they wanted, and they did! These are the ads we made. They appeared on the library homepage and also on the student “landing page” of the college website. 

By the way, the Civil War journal is open to submissions from non-Gettysburg students, so if you want to spread the word, we’d be obliged!



Thank you! 

cupola.gettysburg.edu 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you’d like more information on our student journals, you can find it in The Cupola.
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