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Figure 3: Estimated Density of the Amish in Ohio and Pennsylvania (2010)

population. However, it is known that household size and number of households per church
district vary, especially in relation to the age of the settlement (Donnermeyer, Anderson, and
Cooksey 2013). This likely resulted in an underestimate of densities in long established
settlements, which typically have more households per district.

We would like to bring attention to another data source that future researchers could
utilize to geolocate Amish settlements: Amish schools. Amish schools are listed on several
searchable online databases (e.g. http://www.privateschoolreview.com/) and are readily identified
from aerial imagery, showing characteristic one-room schools, often with two outbuildings
(lavatories) and a well-worn softball diamond (e.g. Figure 4). It was our intention to use these in
conjunction with Amish ministers’ residences in our study, but while we geolocated some 198
Amish schools in Pennsylvania (Figure 5), we failed to find schools in some settlements,
especially in the northwest of Pennsylvania, where many Amish settlements are relatively recent
(Donnermeyer and Luthy 2013).

Finally, while the addresses of Amish ministers are in the public domain via Raber’s
almanac, we acknowledge that detailed spatial data of their locations in the form of a geospatial
database is not. We encourage other researches to consider the ethical dimensions of using
modern technology to locate the addresses of a population who shun technology, and caution
against widespread dissemination of electronically collated lists of addresses.
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Figure 4: Aerial Imagery of a Typical Amish School, Lancaster County, PA
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Figure 5: Distribution of Amish Schools in Pennsylvania,
Geolocated from Online Sources
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Endnote

! Contact information: Andrew Wilson, Environmental Studies Department, Gettysburg College,
300 North Washington St., Gettysburg, PA 17325; awilson@gettysburg.edu
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