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Appendix A
Address of the American Executive Committee to the voters of Adams County

FELLOW CITIZENS:

At a recent meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Party of Adams
County, the undersigned were instructed to address you upon the claims of the American
movement to your confidence and support at the approaching Election. In discharging
this duty it is not our purpose to enter into an elaborate argument in defence of that
movement, but simply to submit to you a brief, frank and candid statement of our
principles, our aims and objects. It is one of the beautiful evidences of the beneficent
workings of the Free Institutions bequeathed us by our patriot sires that the American
people, as has been more than once illustrated in the past history of the country, however
much they may differ on minor political topics, stand ready to respond promptly to the
call of patriotism and duty whenever confronted by a sense of danger to the country, or to
the cherished principles that underlie and form the ground work of its glorious political
Institutions. Hence the alacrity with which the patriot citizen abandons the workshop,
the plough, the counting-room—every field of labor—when the national honor is to
be vindicated or its wrongs redressed by an appeal to arms. Hence the readiness of
our people to abandon long cherished political organizations and form new political
alliances as questions of vital moment to the Republic start into being and challenge
popular attention. In this noble, patriotic spirit of paramount devotion to the country
and the country’s good, the American movement claims its birth. —-Originating in a sense
of imminent danger to our Free Institutions and an ardent, earnest desire to perpetuate
those Institutions intact and unimpaired as we received them—without any of the formal
baptismal ceremonies by which cunning politicians are wont to usher into being new
political combinations—relying solely upon the intrinsic excellency of its principles and
its aims—and appealing to the judgment and patriotism of the people—it has noiselessly
worked its way to popular confidence, and now stands forth among the leading parties of
the day boldly challenging public scrutiny as to its claims to popular support.—What are
those claims?

As its name necessarily implies, the American Party seeks to Americanize the feelings
and habits of our people and the policy of our Government. It declares its main objects
to be to “re-assert the original purpose of the Republic, to revive the national spirit of the
country, to crush the factions which have converted party warfare into a mere struggle
for the power of dispensing patronage, and above all, to resist the increase of Foreign
influence in the United States.” The danger to our Institutions from this source was
deeply felt in the earlier days of the Republic, when the immigration from foreign ports
did not exceed five thousand a year, and was composed mainly of those who, attracted
by the beacon light of liberty lighted upon our shores, sought them as a refuge from
despotic kings and princes.—The immortal WASHINGTON deeply felt it, and with a
heart pulsating with naught but the purest love for the cause to which he had devoted his
noblest energies, he earnestly besought his countrymen to be ever on their guard against
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“the insidious wiles of Foreign Influence, as one of the most baneful foes of a republican
government.” The keen sighted JEFFERSON felt it, when, with a spirit reflecting that
which breathes through the great charter of Freedom drawn by his own pen, he uttered the
fervent wish that “there were an ocean of fire between this and the old world.” It needs
no active imagination to conceive what the counsels of these Fathers of the Republic
would now be, could their noble spirits appear in our midst in these latter days, when,
instead of five thousand, no less than HALF A MILLION strangers are annually driven
by poverty or misrule to swell our population, most of them ignorant of the institutions,
the laws, and even the language of the country, and animated with a spirit very different
from that of American citizens.

This immigration, thus annually poured upon our shores, and speedily invested with
the elective franchise and the exercise of political power, furnishes what may, without
much exaggeration of phrase, be called the “distinct estate” in our Republic. Its ever-
swelling tide is visible in every community. It is banded into combinations, more or
less apart from our long known and familiar masses of native citizens, by ties of foreign
kindred, by unforgotten and ever cherished nationalities and by sympathies alien to the
spirit which along sustains our peculiar, temperate and complicated system of freedom.
Worse than this it has caught the notice and stimulated the craft of selfish political
aspirants and demagogues who have too easily found it a pliant resource for party use,
and have cajoled, flattered, and seduced it into the ranks of partisan strife, and thus
imparted to it a consequence and an influence most powerful to aid a perverse ambition,
but utterly powerless to accomplish any honest end for which the highest prerogatives of
citizenship were designed. To correct these evils, the American party demand—a radical
revision and modification of the laws regulating immigration and the naturalization of
foreigners—offering to the honest immigrant, who, from love of liberty or hatred of
oppression, seeks an asylum in the United States, a friendly reception and protection,--
but unqualifiedly condemning the transmission to our shores of felons and paupers.

But the views of the American party do not stop here. They observe that a very large
portion of this annual immigration belongs to the Church of Rome—professing at least
a moral allegiance to a foreign and absolute power, and organized in a peculiar manner
for the promotion of Roman Catholic objects at the expense of those very liberties which
these persons exercise and enjoy. The American party, therefore, proclaims that it
takes its stand against the political action of the Roman Catholic Church in the United
States, from a conviction that the tendency of that Church is to embody its adherents in a
party, the objects of which are at variance with the institutions and national spirit of the
American people.

We need not here re-capitulate the series of aggressions of the Catholic Priesthood in
this country—first in its war upon the Bible as a text book in our Common Schools—
then upon the Common School system itself—its efforts to divide the funds set apart
for educational purposes—to break down our system of universal Free Education and
establish sectarian schools instead—its bold efforts to control the legislation of the
country by holding in reserve the heavy vote under its control, and casting it for the party
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promising best to secure its purposes. Those have become familiar historical facts—
have aroused the fears of the friends of Civil and Religious Freedom throughout the
land—and call for action at the hands of those who are unwilling to see these institutions
thus stricken down and destroyed. To meet this requirement, the American Party affirm,
as part of their principles—

“Resistance to the aggressive policy and corrupting tendencies of the Roman
Catholic Church in our country, by the advancement to all political stations—executive,
legislative, judicial, or diplomatic—of those only who do not hold civil allegiance,
directly or indirectly, to any foreign power, whether civil or ecclesiastical, and who are
Americans by birth, education and training—thus fulfilling the maxim:--‘AMERICANS
ONLY MUST GOVERN AMERICA.’

The protection of all citizens in the legal and proper exercise of their civil and religious
rights and privileges; the maintenance of the right of every man to the full, unrestrained,
and peaceful enjoyment of his own religious opinions and worship, and a jealous
resistance of all attempts by any sect, denomination or church, to obtain an ascendency
over any other in the State, by means of any special privileges or exemption, by any
political combination of its members, or by a division of their civil allegiance with any
foreign power, potentate, or ecclesiastic.

And, inasmuch as Christianity, by the Constitutions of nearly all the States: by the
decisions of the most eminent judicial authorities; and by the consent of the people of
America, is considered an element of our political system; and, as the Holy Bible is at
once the source of Christianity, and the depository and fountain of all civil and religious
freedom, we oppose every attempt to exclude it from the schools thus established in the
U States.

In thus avowing our principles we wage no war against any man because of his
political or religious belief. We accord to every citizen the right to worship his God
according to the dictates of his own conscience, and to avow such opinions as to him
may seem right.—We propose no enactments to deprive any citizen of the right to vote
or hold office. With our convictions of the dangers of Foreign influence and the political
tendencies of Romanism, as they have been developed in this Country, we decline giving
them our suffrages, preferring American born citizens to make our laws and fill our
offices, and voting only for those who hold views in accordance with our own. In this we
only act out the convictions of duty and the suggestions of honest policy, and disavow
proscription, civil or religious, other than that which every political party does and must
endorse, when selecting as candidates for office those who sympathize with it in views
of governmental policy.

There is still one other principle which the American Party of Pennsylvania has
avowed, and upon which they ask a verdict of the people of the State. The repeal
of the time-honored Missouri Compromise and the threatened extension of Human
Slavery into the territories solemnly consecrated to Freedom meets our entire emphatic
condemnation. We demand repeal of the Kansas Nebraska act—the restoration of the
Missouri Compromise—and a resistance to the further extension of Human Slavery in
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this Republic.

Such are the principles avowed by the American party, and for which they ask your
approval. It has its origin in a sincere, earnest desire to see these principles adopted as
the policy of the country, and to this end they invite the honest votes of all parties to unite
with them. We welcome all——recognize no past political distinction—and stand ready
to work heartily, honestly, earnestly, on common ground, with all who may be willing to
go with us. The eremies of Americanism—banded together by common interests—and
controlled by corrupt partizan

demagogues, are straining every nerve to crush it by means of reckless denunciation,
misrepresentation, and falsehood. It is for you, equally interested with us in the
determination of these great issues, to say whether they shall succeed. With you we
leave the matter, confident in the assurance that on the second Tuesday of October next,
you will record your verdict on the side of Right and Truth and Justice.

We have the honor to subscribe ourselves, in behalf of the American Executive
Committee,

Your Fellow Citizens,

E. G. FAHNESTOCK, D. KENDLEHART

D. A. BUEHLER, Wm. B. McCLELLAN,
JOHN BURKHOLDER, Wm. F. WALTER,
Wm. B. MEALS, E. HUNTER,
SAMUEL METZGAR, W. L. CAMPBELL,
D. WILLS Committee.

September 27, 1855.

Star and Banner, Sept. 28, 1855; Sentinel, Oct. 1, 1855
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Appendix B
Foreign Born, Census of 1850, Adams County

Township/Boreugh | Germany | Ireland | Other Total

Berwick 20 2 | France, 3 25
Conewago 36 9 | England, 1; Switzerland, 2; Belgium, 1; Ocean | 50
Cumberland 52 10 | France, 1; W. Indies, I; Ocean, | 65
Franklin 73 England, 1 81
Freedom 1 England, | 8
Germany 33 0 | France, 3 36

England, 3; France, 1; Austria, 1; Italy, I; Canada, !; Upper

Gettysburg 130 14 | Canada, | 152
Hamilton 19 2 21
Hamiltonban 8 5 | England, 1 14
Huntington England, 4 7
Liberty 9 16 25
Menallen 10 10
Mount Joy 20 2 22
Mount Pleasant 73 8 | St. Domingo, | 82
Oxford 12 16 | England, I: Switzerland, 1. Netherlands, 1 31
Reading 3 1 4
Straban 17 3 20
Tyrone 1 England, | 2
Union 73 73
Total 593 101 728

http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/ach/vol15/iss1/1
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Appendix C
Adams County Presidential Vote, 1856, 1860, 1864
1856 1860 1864
Union | Buchanan | Total | Lincoln Other Total Lincoln Other | Total
Huntington | 374 180 | 554 439 166 605 368 20| 578
Reading 88 137] 225 108 152 260 88 160 | 248
Tyrone 100 78| 178 100 72 172 7 9| 1m
562 395 | 957 647 390 1037 528 469 | 997
Berwick 41 55 96 13 81 9%
Berwick
Boro 58 106 | 164 52 31 83 37 23| 60
Hamilton 82 150 | 232 88 163 251 61 12| 233
Oxford 53 131 184 100 144 @4 84 154 | 238
193 387 580 281 393 674 195 430 625
Conewago 42 15| 157 41 126 167 82 97| 179
Union 59 139 | 198 53 135 188 50 162| 212
Germany 92 133 225 116 173 289 118 164 | 282
Mt.
Pleasant 56 47| 303 66 u©2 308 1 262 331
A9 634 883 276 676 952 321 685 | 1004
Butler 128 106 234 138 96 234 125 130 | 255
Menallen 194 115] 309 216 71 287 204 91{ 295
Franklin 175 153 | 328 186 205 391 140 214| 354
497 374| 871 540 3N 912 469 435 | 9M4
Millerstown | 225 26| 451 78 276 504 172 170 | 342
Highland 49 31 80
25 26| 451 278 226 504 0l 201 | 422
Cumberland | 138 103 241 134 100 234 122 140 | 262
Gettysburg | 224 182 | 406 259 225 484 259 178 | 437
Freedom 56 440 100 60 4 107 57 43] 100
Mt Joy 81 16| 17 114 107 21 93 122| 215
Straban 120 176 | 296 135 182 317 ) 183 [ 280
619 621 ] 1240 702 661 1363 628 666 | 1294
Total 2345 2637 4982 214 2718 5442 2362 2886 | 5248
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Endnotes

' An act passed on Jan. 12, 1706 prescribed in detail the procedures to be followed in conducting
elections in provincial Pennsylvania. Acts of the Pennsylvania legislature beginning in 1682 have
been published in a number of compilations, one of which is available at the Adams County
Historical Society. Hereafter cited as ACHS.

% Lists of the township and county officers elected and appointed in York County between 1749
and 1800 have been compiled by and are available at the ACHS.

3For the Charter of Privileges, see the Pennsylvania Archives, Fourth Series, Volume 1, 118-125.
4 The Federalist papers have often been republished and are readily available. For example, The
Federalist papers: Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, John Jay, with an introduction by Clinton
Rossiter (New York, 1961).

5 One handy place to find the text of the original Constitution and the amendments is an edition of
the annual World Almanac.

6 As already noted, the text of the laws of Pennsylvania, from 1682 into the twentieth century, is
available at the ACHS.

"The text of the Pennsylvania Constitution of 1776 is available in the Pennsylvania Archives,
Fourth Series, Volume 3, 627-648. Under the act of Jan. 12, 1706, residence in the province for
two years was required for voters.

8 All six York County members of the convention, two of whom were from what is now Adams
County (John Black and Henry Slagle), voted to ratify the Constitution.

9 Merrill Jensen and Robert A. Becker, editors, The Documentary History of the First Federal
Elections, 1788-1790, Volume 1 (Madison, Wis., 1976), 390-1. The fact that there were two
tickets in this first election is evidence of faction or party even before the new government went
into effect. The number of votes for each ticket given here is the average cast for ten Lancaster
and nine Harrisburg candidates. The voter voted for each candidate separately, not for one slate.
Except where indicated otherwise, the number given in later instances is usually the number cast
for the first candidate listed.

19 Stefan Lorant, The Glorious Burden: The American Presidency (New York, 1968), 905, reprinted
the page from the United States Senate Journal for Apr. 6, 1789 which records that the ten
Pennsylvania electors cast ten votes for George Washington, eight for John Adams, and two for
John Hancock. Hereafter cited as The Glorious Burden.

" The Glorious Burden, 905, includes the page from the Senate journal for Feb. 13, 1793, which
lists the votes cast by the electors in 1792. The average votes cast for the members of the two
tickets were taken from Record Group 26, Box 1, Department of State, Bureau of Commissions
and Elections, Pennsylvania State Archives.

12Clearly newspapers have played a prominent role in presidential politics from the very beginning.
John Edie, member of an early Adams County family and a Revolutionary War hero, was sheriff of
York County before he became an editor of the Pennsylvania Herald and York General Advertiser,
a weekly newspaper whose first issue was dated Jan. 7, 1789. Hereafter cited as York General
Adbvertiser.

3 York General Advertiser, Nov. 9, 1796; the Philadelphia Gazette for Nov. 18, 1796 includes the
votes cast for electors in all but the three missing western counties.
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14 In The Republicans and Federalists in Pennsylvania, 1790-1801 (Harrisburg, 1950), 162-174,
Harry Marlin Tinkcom discusses the 1796 campaign in Pennsylvania and the failure to report its
results on time. Hereafter cited as Republicans and Federalists.

15The Glorious Burden, 906.

16Tn his first inaugural address Thomas Jefferson may have said that we are all Republicans we
are all Federalists, but it may be a bit simpler for us to use another name for one of the two
parties from the beginning. As we have seen, as early as 1796 John Edie called the Antifederalists
Democrats. In this work we are going to use the familiar name Federalist to describe the party of
Washington and Adams, and we are going to call the Jeffersonians or Antifederalists Democrats.
In that way we can identify one of the two main parties with one name from Thomas Jefferson
through Andrew Jackson to this day.

17The last known issue of the York General Advertiser was dated Aug. 29, 1798. John Edie was
also the editor of the York Recorder when it began less than two years later.

18 See Republicans and Federalists, 243-256, for a discussion of the events between Oct. 1800 and
the election of Jefferson.

19 Act of Jan. 31, 1801.

20 Pennsylvania Archives, Fourth Series, Volume 4, 115-35. Text of the Constitution of 1790.

2 Sanford W, Higginbotham, The Keystone in the Democratic Arch: Pennsylvania Politics, 1800-
1816 (Harrisburg, 1952), 1,337. Hereafter cited as The Keystone in the Democratic Arch.

2The Pennsylvania Manual, 1933 (Harrisburg, 1933), 391. The state vote was 47,879 for Thomas
McKean, and 17,037 for the Federalist James Ross. This volume of the Manual includes all the
votes cast for governor between 1790 and 1930.

B Called The Adams Centinel from its first day of publication on November 12, 1800, this
newspaper became the Adams Sentinel on Feb. 8, 1826. The first issue in the ACHS files is
Volume 1, Number 2, and is dated Nov. 19, 1800. In this work it is consistently referred to as the
Sentinel. It was a Federalist, then a Whig, and finally a Republican paper.

% The state vote returns have been taken from the Pennsylvania Manual, 1933, 387. The local
returns are from the Adams Sentinel, Nov. 7, 1804. Vote totals often differ slightly from source
to source.

2 The Keystone in the Democratic Arch, 176.

2 Pennsylvania Manual, 1933, 387.

2 Adams Sentinel, Nov. 4, 1812; Pennsylvania Manual, 1933, 388.

28 Note that there was no ticket identified as Federalist.

2 Sentinel, Nov. 6, 1816; Pennsylvania Manual, 1933, 388.

% Philip Shriver Klein, Pennsylvania Politics, 1817-1832: A Game Without Rules (Philadelphia,
1940), 105; York Gazette, Oct. 31, 1820. Hereafter cited as A Game Without Rules.

3t Sentinel, Oct. 18, 1820 and Nov. 8, 1820.

2York Gazette, Oct. 31, 1820; Lancaster Intelligencer and Weekly Advertiser, Nov. 25, 1820; and
Pennsylvania Manual, 1933, 388. The compilers of the data in the latter source gave 30,313 votes
to Monroe and attributed 1,893 to “John Q. Adams, opposition.”

3 The Glorious Burden, 908.
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%The Republican Compiler was the first Adams County newspaper to offer sustained competition
to the Sentinel. The earlier Gettysburg Gazette lasted less than a year and the Sprig of Liberty only
three. Although the word Republican was part of its name, except for one week, until 1857, it
was the county’s Democratic newspaper as the nation was abandoning one two-party system and
slowly constructing another. In this work it is called the Compiler.

33 A Game Without Rules, iii.

¥%1bid, 163-5.

3 The Pennsylvania Manual, 1933 (Harrisburg, 1933), 388. Popular votes cast for presidential
candidates before 1824 have rarely been published in general works dealing with the subject,
possibly giving the impression that earlier such votes were not available. Long before 1933
the compiler of the Manual did include returns assembled from state records and other sources,
including newspapers, going back to 1789. These earlier records are often incomplete.

3 The address of the Clay committee to the people of Pennsylvania, which appeared in the Sentinel
on October 27, claimed it was by then “universally admitted, that none of the candidates will
receive a majority of the electoral votes.” Because of his support in several parts of the country,
the committee believed Clay would be one of the three candidates to be considered by the House
of Representatives, of which he had once been Speaker.

¥ A Game Without Rules, 175.

“We would expect to find this document published in the Compiler, as it was on Oct. 1, 1828. Inthe
Sentinel for Oct.8 the editor wrote that “in compliance with the request of the Jackson meeting, we
have given place to part of their proceedings this week—the address we shall probably commence
next week.” He did include the names of the vigilance committee and then stated they included
some Adams friends. In one township, he believed, there were more committeemen than voters.
1 Sentinel, Nov. 5, 1828.

“2A Game Without Rules, 409;The Glorious Burden, 909.

“1bid, 909.

44 A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of The Presidents (New York, 1897), Volume III.
The first inaugural address is on 999-1001. The first annual message is on 1005-25.

45The bank veto message is on 1139-54 of ibid.

% The Sentinel for Nov. 6, 1832 reports the “official return” of the presidential vote in Adams
County without crediting any to Wirt. The Compiler for Nov. 20 calls the entire Clay vote a Wirt
vote.

“1For a recent and thorough treatment of Thaddeus Stevens during his Anti-Masonic years, see
Bradley R. Hoch, Thaddeus Stevens in Gettysburg: The Making of an Abolitionist (Gettysburg,
2005).

“8For the votes cast in eight gubernatorial elections between 1832 and 1851, see The Pennsylvania
Manual, 1933, 391-2.

“1bid.

3 1886 History of Adams County, Pennsylvania, reprint edition (Gettysburg, 1992), 115.

5! The text of the Kansas-Nebraska Act is available in one of many editions of Documents of
American History, edited by Henry Steele Commager.

52U.S. Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to 1970...
(Washington, D.C., 1975), 105-6. Hereafter cited as Historical Statistics.

3 Sentinel, Sept. 24, 1855.
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34 Star and Banner, Sept. 8, 1854
35 Compiler, Sept. 11, 1854
%In his work on Pennsylvania politics during this period, The Disruption of the Pennsylvania
Democracy, 1848-1860 (Harrisburg, 1975), John F. Coleman wrote (74) that “the election of 1854
was among the most bitterly contested in the history of the State, and its outcome among the most
extraordinary.” Democrats were elected where Whigs were expected to, and vice versa. Among
the issues was a statewide referendum on prohibition, which failed, but only narrowly. Hereafter
cited as Disruption of the Democracy.
57 For the county results, see the Sentinel, Oct. 16, 1854. The countywide vote on prohibition
was 1,236 for and 2,584 against. The only district in favor was Gettysburg, 300 in favor and 70
against.
58 Ibid.
% Star and Banner, Oct. 13, 1854 and Sentinel, Oct. 16, 1854. Both editors thought it was most
unusual that in the race for canal commissioner the vote was 3,052 to 1,153, for coroner it was
3,374 to 839, and for register and recorder it was 2,521 to 805 (a write in) and to 734. All three
winners were on Buehler’s list of Know Nothings who also ran as Democrats.
% Harper printed the minutes, including the resolutions, of the Whig Convention of Pennsylvania
in the Sentinel for Sept. 24, 1855.
& Star and Banner, July 13, 1855. In his edition of June 18, Editor Harper reported that Edward
McPherson of Gettysburg had begun publishing the Pittsburgh Evening Times, a daily paper for
which he “has hoisted the flag of the American party.” Harper wished him well, even though at
times he had found this young man a bit too ardent and progressive for his tastes.
21n the Sept. 28 issue of the Star and Banner Buehler included a long article on the Know Nothings
which had appeared in the Lutheran Observer a year before, on Sept. 22, 1854. The Observer
was a weekly newspaper of the Lutheran church, published in Baltimore. As an active Lutheran
layman, Buehler probably read the article when it was published. The author was Benjamin Kurtz,
editor of the Observer for almost thirty years. He wrote that there was a necessity for something
of the kind in our country, “in part because of the Roman Catholics and the actions of politicians
to win them over to their respective parties.” He opposed secret societies, but if this one is “for
the single purpose of preventing the undue interference of Foreigners and Papists in our political
affairs, it can do only good so long as it is confined to this object.”
% Responding to Know Nothing claims that there had been a few of their members on Democratic
tickets, Stahle published the pledge which all members of that ticket were required to sign, giving
their “sacred word of honor” that they had no connection with the Know Nothings and never will,
and that they belong only to the Democratic party. Returning to this matter after the election,
Stahle called the Know Nothings “the dark lantern order.” Compiler, Sept. 24 and Oct. 15, 1855.
4 After Buehler joined the American party, Harper believed his neighbor at the Szar had “worked
himself into a pitch of wrath, wherein reason no longer has control.” Harper believed although the
Whigs had no ticket in the election, there were still Whig members whose beliefs were as sound
and useful as ever. Sentinel, Oct. 8, 1855
3On the Saturday evening after the election, the American party had what Buehler described as “a
very large and enthusiastic meeting” in the courthouse. He and others spoke about “the strength of
our cause” and “triumph in the future.” They appointed a committee of nine, down from eleven, to
draw up new statements and resolutions for future use. Star and Banner, Oct. 19, 1855.
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% All three editors noted that this total vote in 1855 was less than in 1854 and other recent elections.
They tried to explain why and how with a little effort the result might have been different. No
one explained that 1854 was a hard-fought gubernatorial election year. Stahle observed that
while in many townships the Democrats were “not out” in 1855, “the figures nevertheless foot up
beautifully.” Compiler, Oct. 15, 1855.

 Information on the foreign born was derived from the microfilm of the United States Census of
1850, for Adams County, available at the ACHS.

% Numbers of foreign born by county at the time of the census of 1850 are given in The Seventh
Census of the United States (Washington, 1853), xcv-cii. The ACHS has records of more than
1000 persons who sought naturalization as American citizens in Adams County between 1802 and
1907. Listing of Naturalization Papers..., compiled by Elwood W. Christ, 1995-6

® Disruption of the Democracy, 84.

" Fremont was nominated by a Republican convention in June. Fillmore, who was not a Know
Nothing, had been nominated by an American convention in Feb.

"''The two parties agreed on how they would cast the electoral votes to which they would be
entitled after the election was over.

72 Sentinel, Nov. 10, 1856. In the state and county election on Oct. 14, the Democrats won ten of
the thirteen contests, all by margins under sixty votes. They lost in the race for associate judge,
state assembly, and district attorney. Sentinel, Oct. 20, 1856

3 Sentinel, Oct. 19, 1857; Pennsylvania Manual, 1933, 392

" The total votes reported in the Sentinel, Compiler, and Star and Banner are all slightly different.
The one in the Sentinel has been accepted for our purposes as “official.”

¥ Pennsylvania Manual, 1933, 388.

Thaddeus Stevens to E. M. Stanton, Lancaster, Sept. 1, 1863, in Beverly Wilson Palmer, editor,
The Selected Papers of Thaddeus Stevens, Volume 1 (Pittsburgh, 1997), 405-6.

7 Sentinel, Nov. 15, 1864; Pennsylvania Manual, 1933, 388.

"8 Sentinel, Nov. 29, 1864; Compiler, Dec. 5, 1864.

M1In 1867, when the editor of the Star died, that paper and the Sentinel were combined as the Star
and Sentinel, published in Gettysburg.

8 Historical Statistics, 1073,

8 Star and Sentinel, Nov. 10, 1896.

82 Robert L. Bloom, A History of Adams County, Pennsylvania, 1700-1990 (Gettysburg, 1992),
447.

8 The Gettysburg Times began publishing as a daily newspaper in Sept. 1905. Since it was
an afternoon paper, it could announce Tennessee’s ratification of the amendment on the day it
occurred.

$1bid, Aug. 20, 1920.

8The Volstead Act, passed to provide laws to enforce the Eighteenth Amendment, went into effect
on Jan. 16, 1920.

% Compiler, Nov. 6, 1920.

8 The Pennsylvania Manual, 1933, 386.
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8 Accepting that 60 percent of the popular vote is a reasonable definition of a landslide, then four
presidents have been elected by a landslide: Warren G. Harding in 1920, Franklin D. Roosevelt
in 1936, Lyndon B. Johnson in 1964, and Richard M. Nixon in 1972. Harding received only 56
percent of the vote in Adams County. The C-Span 2009 Historians Presidential Leadership Survey
ranked him 38th among 42 presidents. C-Span.org/Presidential Survey (2010).

8 Using the 1920 Census as its source, the 1921-22 Smull’s Legislative Hand Book and Manual
(Harrisburg, 1922), 412, listed 9,494 males and 10,217 females in Adams County who were 21
years of age and over.

% Mrs. Hartzell, who died in 1972, was later active in Republican politics. Miss Dougherty, who
died in 1933, was active in Democratic politics.

' In the years after 1920, Adams County women began to appear in county offices, on school
boards, and in similar positions. The first woman jury commissioner took office in 1957 and the
first register and recorder in 1971.

52 Information on registered voters in Adams County, with sex and party affiliation, is available in
successive issues of the Pennsylvania Manual.

% Until Bonneauville became a borough in 1961, there were 32 election districts in the county.
Several not mentioned in this list, including Abbottstown, East Berlin, and New Oxford, as well as
Franklin township, voted Democratic less often between 1920 and 1964 than the ones named. The
numbers of votes given in each election district in any election are easily available from official
and unofficial lists published in newspapers available on microfilm at the ACHS.

% Historical Statistics, 1073. Both Wallace and Perot received some votes in each of the election
districts. In Wallace’s case in all but three the number was less than one hundred. In 1992
Perot received more than 300 votes in seven districts located in different sections of the county.
Pennsylvania Manual, Volume 111 (1993, 7-37).
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HEART LANGUAGE: ELSIE SINGMASTER AND HER
PENNSYLVANIA GERMAN

By: Susan Colestock Hill. Foreword by Charles H. Glatfelter.
Pennsylvania German History and Culture Series. The Pennsylvania German Society.
The Pennsylvania State University Press. 2009.

Reviewed by Anna Jane Moyer, Librarian Emerita, Gettysburg College

A new century with all its energy and expectations had slipped into place and
challenged Americans with fresh promises. The year was 1900. Elsie Singmaster had
spent two years at Cornell University immersed in writing classes, and she would return
home to Gettysburg eager to write. Her professors had been encouraging. She would
always remember one of them who commented on her work for the day by exclaiming,
“Who are these queer, unreal people?”

“They’re NOT queer!” Elsie retorted. “And they’re very real. They are my people
living in the traditional ways of their ancestors.”

“Then,” he urged “write more about them!”

Thus began a writing career that stretched for almost half a century as Elsie Singmaster
(1879-1958) became a regional writer who achieved national recognition especially
for depicting the life, culture, and history of the Pennsylvania Germans. Hers was a
prodigious output: more than 350 short stories and articles and more than forty books.

It is with this incident between professor and student that Susan Colestock Hill opens
Heart Language: Elsie Singmaster and Her Pennsylvania German Writings. The book
contains Hill’s skillfully written literary biographical sketch (pp. 1-73) that serves as
an introduction to Singmaster and her work and a springboard to a selection of sixteen
short stories by Singmaster that follows (pp.79-264). Hill’s work is carefully researched,
thoughtfully written, and extensively documented. She writes to provide a context for
the stories, to re-examine Singmaster’s legacy, and to discuss her work and its place in
American literature.

With her, the reader considers three major influences that shaped Singmaster’s literary
output: her Pennsylvania German family heritage, her Lutheran background with its
close ties to the Church, the social and cultural environment of the late Victorian era in
the United States.

The Singmasters (originally Zangmeister) could verify their entry in America at the
port of Philadelphia as 1749. Genealogical records exist that trace the family back to
1415 in Germany. Elsie’s father John Alden Singmaster became a Lutheran pastor
serving congregations in Schuylkill Haven, Macungie, Brooklyn NY, and Allentown.
In 1900 he accepted a position as a professor at the Lutheran Theological Seminary
in Gettysburg; from 1906-1926 he served as President. Except during her marriage
(1912-1915) to Harold Steck Lewars, Elsie as a young woman and a widow resided at
the Singmaster home on campus during her active adult life. Dr. Singmaster, a graduate
of both the College and the Seminary at Gettysburg, was a prolific writer and a keen
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storyteller. He encouraged and supported his daughter’s early aspirations to become
an author, and he became a strong influence in her life.

Elsie Singmaster’s first short story as a professional writer, “The Lese-Majeste of Hans
Heckendorn,” was published by Scribner’s in 1905 while she was completing her college
education at Radcliffe; it centered on the reaction of a German immigrant family to life
in America. Within a few years her short stories could also be found regularly in the
pages of such periodicals as Century Magazine, Atlantic Monthly, OQutlook, Lippincott’s
Magazine, Saturday Evening Post, McClure’s Magazine, Woman’s Home Companion,
Harper’s Monthly, Collier’s, Ladies’ Home Journal, and Youth’s Companion.

As a setting for some of her Pennsylvania German characters Elsie Singmaster created
the village of Millerstown, based on Macungie (formerly known as Millerstown), a place
where she had lived as a child and a place where she and her four brothers delighted
in returning for summer vacations. The fictional village of Lanesville also became a
background for her stories. Having absorbed the customs, the lore, and the language of
the Pennsylvania Germans from childhood, Elsie Singmaster often incorporated people
and places she knew into her stories. Sometimes her characters reappear. Often she
wrote of women---women old and young---of their strength, their support in time of
trouble, their courage. She described their shawls and bonnets, their Sunday dresses.
She wrote of women and their work---the baking and the cooking and the canning and
the way they kept their houses and their families. Susan Hill discusses the Victorian
concept of “woman’s sphere” and its orbit of home and family as it relates to the
women in Singmaster’s work. She points out that Singmaster “portrays these women
in traditional roles but also creates situations that challenge their customary ways and
social limitations.” With them we experience their struggling to hold on to the old ways,
yet sensing their need to yield to change.

While shaping the lives of her characters, Elsie Singmaster wrote of fertile Pennsylvania
farmlands---the rich brown earth freshly plowed and planted in springtime, the cattle
grazing languidly in pastures, the work horses sweaty from their labors in the summer
sun. She wrote of large red barns that gave to the landscape a touch of warmth. She
wrote of neat, trim houses, their parlors stiff and formal with heavy, dark furniture and
their country kitchens alive with country talk and the pungent aroma of freshly baked
bread and pies.

Adept at using detail, Elsie Singmaster had the ability to create word pictures that
enable the reader to enter a room, meet new people, and step into a story in another
place, another time. Her Pennsylvania German stories in Hill’s well chosen collection
offer the reader an opportunity to sample Singmaster’s writing by exploring a variety of
characters and situations. Singmaster’s
ability to evoke a sense of place and the lifestyle and customs of the people who inhabit
it puts her among the writers and artists of local color working in the early part of the
twentieth century. Hill discusses this regional American literary genre in relation
to Singmaster’s short story writing and its capturing of the ethnic identity of the
Pennsylvania Germans and their folkways.
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Elsie Singmaster used dialog skillfully. The speech of her Pennsylvania German
characters is often tinged with patterns of word order, pronunciation, idioms, and accent
that carry over from the Pennsylvania German dialect into their use of English. Susan Hill
comments on the thoughts of Donald Radcliffe Shenton on fiction about Pennsylvania
Germans presented before the Institute of German Studies. She writes,” He distinguished
between the ‘Heart’ and ‘Head’ languages of the Pennsylvania German community
and said that the dialect, the ‘Heart’ language, protected the Pennsylvania German
value system and way of life from the outside world. Its general unintelligibility in the
English world created an intentional and effective cultural barrier, slowing assimilation
of Pennsylvania Germans into the English mainstream....Elsie Singmaster translates the
Heart language across the barrier of dialect.” It is
from this comment that Susan Hill takes the title of her book.

Readers interested in Adams County history will want to note the material in the
book concerning Elsie Singmaster’s community service. Warmly known locally as
Mrs. Lewars, she made significant contributions of time and leadership to the Adams
County Chapter of the Red Cross, the Adams County Public Library, the Adams County
Historical Society, and the effort to retain women as students at Gettysburg College.

A close look at the “Bibliography of Elsie Singmaster’s Work” (pp.265-275) will
guide the reader to other short stories about the Pennsylvania Germans as well as to
Singmaster’s stories related to Gettysburg at the time of the Battle and to her historical
novels.

Widely read during her day, Singmaster would experience the waning of her popularity
as an author as times changed and literary tastes changed with them. Susan Hill’s book
affords readers an opportunity to revisit Singmaster’s work and her contributions. Hill
writes, “It is my hope that readers of the stories reprinted in this volume will recognize
that Singmaster has earned a place in the local color canon and in Pennsylvania studies. ...
Her legacy must now be reclaimed from the margins so that Singmaster may once
again be appreciated on the merits of her life and work, and for her contribution to the
preservation of the American experience.”
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