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Gettysburg College Campus Purchased by Preservation Society

Abstract

The articles are satirical pieces meant to imagine the danger of a paradigm of preservation lacking in strategy
and judgment. Preservation is a wonderful cause, but like any cause it must be approached with purposeful
intent and not simply for its own sake. It is an excellent tool of meaningful historical engagement when done
properly; when mishandled, it can do the surrounding region harm without accomplishing anything of value
[excerpt].
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By Kevin Lavery ’16

Please click on each of the images below to read articles at full size and resolution.

The below articles are satirical pieces meant to imagine the danger of a paradigm of
preservation lacking in strategy and judgment. Preservation is a wonderful cause, but like any
cause it must be approached with purposeful intent and not simply for its own sake. It is an
excellent tool of meaningful historical engagement when done properly; when mishandled, it can
do the surrounding region harm without accomplishing anything of value.

Photos courtesy of the author and Wikimedia Commons, respectively.
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Gealtyshurg Afler years af
nagotiation, the Society of Chil War
Preservation has reached an agresment
with Gettysburg College to purchase the
instiution's 200-acre campus in order to
resiore i 1o is Civil War Era appearancs.

At a press conferance Tuasday marning,
Stephen Leahy, president of the society,
calied the deal the single mest impanant
aceomplghment in preservabion since the
eslablishment of Geltysburg Maticnal
Miltary Park. For decades, the sociaty
has worked im conjunction with the
Mational Park Service bo resions as much
ol Gefyaburg 16 ils 1883 stals a8
poasibls,

“Wa balieve that every acre counts when
it camms to oresarving our heritaoe.” said
has worked . conjunchon with tha
MNaticnal Park Sarvice bo restare as much
of Gettysburg to s 1283 state as
pessble

The college campus is caranly an
imparant part of tha historic landscapa,
hawing been hald during the thres-day
Baftie first by the Unign army and then by
Confederabe Torces. Pennsylvara Hall,
which currantly serces aa the college's
main administration bulding, was used
during tha battle as a field hospital, Tha
college has expanded consderably
since 1883,

ALL GETTYSBURG...ALL THE TIMES.

It wil ke an espensive and lime-
cansuming underiaking 1o demaliah 1he
colege's poal-war  Tadiliies” Leahy
conceded. “Bul we have faith lhat our
generous donars will continue to suppart
Qur mEs0n o restore Gallyebung o is
higterie stabs. We understand hal o
people have cerlain altachments ba
thesa buildings, but we hava to consider
what will halp visiors best imagne tha
Gattysburg of 1863 Sentmentalsm
canngt be allowad 1o stand in the way of
prasgning our past”

The first of the buildings schaduled ba b
reroved is MeKnight Hall, ramed afer
farmar Gattysburg presicent and Caal
War weteran Harvey Mcknight

In additicn 1o the damalilion af pasl-war
Buildirgs, the presscl will sae salafsie
rencvalions o memave sachons of
Parnsylvania Hall which ware added
after the battls. Tha SCWP also plans bo
eventually restors the building's imerior
ta how it appeared durng the Chel War

“VWia'ra most excited fo be rebuilding
Linnasan Hall," Leahy added, rafaming
ta a Civil War Era building which was
demolished in 1942, "But the price iag
won't b cheap.”

Far itz parl, the college has besn
supportiee  of the SCWP's plans.
Allbaugh alumni have rallied in defense
af the carmpus thay lave, the Board of
Trustess unanimously voted in favor of
the sale last week. Spaculation that the
college has based its decision an
financial insalventy has been fialed by
anarymous reparts fram parties famikar
with the college’s recent budgetary
crisis, a cansaguence of the growing
popularity of online educational services
affered by other instibutions. Gettysburg
Colegs now plans to transition from
beng a resadential liberal ams college
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to & digital community of learners:

Regardless of the colege's motive for
salling its campus and moving #s
ramairing  admenistrative stnscture to
gownbown Gettysbung, the culcome is
that angther 200 acres will b restored
to  ther 1883 siate, with soma
euceptions. At the annoumcement a&
2015 graduate of the college asked
Leaky &l what stage of the project the
SCWP  would pay 1o have the
Mummasburg Road rerauied along its
histaric orientatian

“Wa will not ba alwring any of the
campus roads o sidewalks,” Leahy
rasporded. "Wa axpect that they will
halp accommodale vis#ors ta  the
resbared campus.”

Vhan asked about seweral hisborically
important sites on Geftysburg's campus
which ware arectad afer the Sl War —
Inchading the heme of fomer LS
Fresadant Dasght . Esanhowsr during
the Firsh Werld War, which mow houses
the Eissnhower Inaldubs — Leaky
shrugged and remarked thal the Society
of Chd War Presareation's mission s
enly to preserve shas from the Civil War
Era. “Unforunately, we can'l pressne
ewary hisharc kcation.”

The sccely anticipales pralesls from e
cammunity. bul has promissd that the
are  Rlly committed ta the ioda
restoration of the campus regardless o
any santimantal outery
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Preservationists acknowledge mishandling of college campus restoration project

‘Whal began as a well-intentioned bul
prory planned attampt 1o restare e
campus af Geltysburg Colege 1o ik
nislons 15653 slata |5 oday only a
headache for the group responsibie

Cin the tenth annivarsary of the Society of
Civil War Presarvalion’s purchase af the
Gattysourg Coliage campus, society
preaidant Slephen Leahy announced 8
hiahus of tha campus restoralion project,
admilling that the project had suffered
maiar sirategic failums

e plan ko pause all restoralion projects
an the campus for the next year while we
reaxaming how best io proceed wilh tha
project,” said Leahy. “We purchased the
CAMPLE 18n yeans ago oul of devolion b
aur persistend bebef in the value of
preasrvalion. bul we now achnowledge
that we underestimated the adminisirative
and fiacal burden we 100k Upon our
arganization.”

Many of the collage facilites have bean
remonvad since The sociely purchased the
camgues, bul the process has baen
haphazard and often halting dus 1o poor
bisdgeting by the praservation sockly.
Alhough the SCWP promised histars
markers i halp imerpred the campus's Givil
‘Wiar connections for visitors, anly & Tew aush
=gns have hean arached

The project has also baen plaguad by
prabests, imduding Trom lommer members. of
the Gestysburg College community,

“Gattysburg College was a historic sée in s
Wi I‘iﬂh‘l.- ore angry prolestar shoubad al
Lesahy during the gquestion-and-answer
sassion of yastierday's press conference
“And now you've raned ? bacauss you dadn'l
think far encugh abead and you have nothing
o how for your efiors.”

“Did you even corsider how much
Eisenhower history was lost when you
removed ihe Eisenhower Instibule office™
demanded a retired professar who taught at
the college prior to the sale.

Current students alsa identify the sale of the
CAMQLES a8 the moment whan ther education
began io go downhill. They now commube vis
the intemat o whal is now an all-digitsl
instilution, but are unsatishied by what they
=86 as an (lagitimate fusliimsant of
Geltyshurg College's commitment io the
libsral arts.

“Why shoulkd we gef a less effactive education
bescause you waried 1o furn awr schaol inle an
ampty field? ona Gettysburg undergraduate
complained

Thee mosl conlroversial project has been the
mutti-milion dollar reconssruction of Linmagan
Hall, which erilics have slammed Tor baing
grossly exgpensiae with minimal hishanc value
Ongoing struggles 1o Bnd funding for the
project hawe resubed in the constnsction being
stalled for the last two years. & plan fo remowe
postwar additions 1o Panneylvania Hall & also
in limbo for the same reason,

Your cormespandent visited the campus this
ARarnoon o inerview batlesald tourists aboul
their Shoughts on this issue. When he realized
Ihal the campues was desarled, ha wenl o &
mare prominent spof on the batiefield o
collect testimorals fram visibars

“I don't really get i, admitbed Jason Brooks,
of Merw York “Tha campus isn't axactly the
High ‘Water Mark or Litthe Roursd Top. Why
would | evan want 1o see it

Claarly, the SCWP will have some wark 1o do
in arder 1o comance e publc and ils
benedactors that tha endaavar has bean
warthwhile and is daserving of addiianal
funding to completa the resiorabion of campas
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