
Year 2011 Article 20

1-1-2011

Dry Wood
Gregory E. Scheiber
Gettysburg College, gscheib90@gmail.com
Class of 2013

Follow this and additional works at: https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury

Part of the Poetry Commons

Share feedback about the accessibility of this item.

This open access poetry is brought to you by The Cupola: Scholarship at Gettysburg College. It has been accepted for inclusion by an
authorized administrator of The Cupola. For more information, please contact cupola@gettysburg.edu.

Scheiber, Gregory E. (2011) "Dry Wood," The Mercury: Year 2011, Article 20.
Available at: https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/vol2011/iss1/20

https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fmercury%2Fvol2011%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fmercury%2Fvol2011%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/vol2011?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fmercury%2Fvol2011%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/vol2011/iss1/20?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fmercury%2Fvol2011%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fmercury%2Fvol2011%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fmercury%2Fvol2011%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://docs.google.com/a/bepress.com/forms/d/1h9eEcpBPj5POs5oO6Y5A0blXRmZqykoonyYiZUNyEq8/viewform
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/vol2011/iss1/20?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fmercury%2Fvol2011%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:cupola@gettysburg.edu


Dry Wood

Keywords
creative writing, poetry

Author Bio
Gregory Scheiber is a sophomore English major with a Writing Concentration and a Secondary Education
minor. He has been published before in the pages of not only his high school literary magazine,
"Kaleidoscope," but also in the brand new "Rat Tail Detail" magazine. Greg is actively involved in the theatre,
building sets and doing tech crews on numerous shows as well as acting, directing, and playwriting and
attending the campus's Playwright's Circle and the Poetry Circle, the latter of which he founded alongside
peers Emily Francisco and Steve Krzyzanowski. When he is not doing oodles of homework, Greg likes to play
video games, spend time getting lost on his bike, swapping poems with Mike Rebeschi, or just plain goofing
off.
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DRY WOOD 

GREGORY SCHEIBER 

Written at the park off of Carlen Drive on 7/28110 

We have minds like dead tree branches 
Dry, britde, and cracked. 
Lichen and moss grow, 
Devouring nutrients little by litde 
Until its bony carcass is all that's left to start fires. 

The limbs rub together 
Heating loins, shooting sparks off into the night, 
Hoping they will catch and burn in the brown grass, 
Bright as day in an unquenchable inferno. 

The blaze will spread to our trees, 
Burning down generations only to feed new ones through decaying 
cannibalism. 
All that remains will be ash in the mud, 
But a few will survive the firestorm. 
Charred, blackened, but with new determination and hope, 
Clinging to life through their untouched roots. 

As the mass falls, 
Only the ones who dug in deep enough will be left to brave the new path 
Which they'll forge, 
Carving their own swath in ancientness. 
Only to be remembered while they burn. 
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