Scholarship at Gettysburg College

CAFE Symposium 2023 Celebration of Academic First-Year Engagement

2-8-2023

War on Humor: Killing Laughter in Times of Strife

Maria Christina Kardash
Gettysburg College, kardma01@gettysburg.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/cafe2023

b Part of the French and Francophone Literature Commons, German Literature Commons, and the
Military History Commons

Share feedback about the accessibility of this item.

Recommended Citation

Kardash, Maria Christina, "War on Humor: Killing Laughter in Times of Strife" (2023). CAFE Symposium
2023. 6.

https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/cafe2023/6

This is the author’s version of the work. This publication appears in Gettysburg College’s institutional repository by
permission of the copyright owner for personal use, not for redistribution. Cupola permanent link:
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/cafe2023/6

This open access article is brought to you by The Cupola: Scholarship at Gettysburg College. It has been accepted
for inclusion by an authorized administrator of The Cupola. For more information, please contact
cupola@gettysburg.edu.


http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/
http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/cafe2023
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/cafe
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/cafe2023?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fcafe2023%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/465?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fcafe2023%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/469?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fcafe2023%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/504?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fcafe2023%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://docs.google.com/a/bepress.com/forms/d/1h9eEcpBPj5POs5oO6Y5A0blXRmZqykoonyYiZUNyEq8/viewform
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/cafe2023/6?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fcafe2023%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:cupola@gettysburg.edu

War on Humor: Killing Laughter in Times of Strife

Abstract

This project explores the use of humor as a coping mechanism throughout the first World War. It focuses
on three main aspects: (1) the evolution of humor prior to, contemporary to, and after WWI; (2) the
contrast between Germany's strict oppression of humor and France's more free approach; (3) and the
distinction between civilian and soldier humor.

Keywords
humor, coping mechanism, WWI, laughter

Disciplines
French and Francophone Literature | German Literature | Military History

Comments

This poster was created based on work completed for FYS 167: The Pity of War, and presented as a part
of the eighth annual CAFE Symposium on February 8, 2023.
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dissatisfaction
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Figure §. Listening Post, Apnl 1918, vol. 30, p. 19.
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