


natural, ox to attain any guperaatural pcal, Ultimate and final
CZ?SZ ougcc’al 7 waonC Ox the Arictocvelian variety, are scvercly

criticized ac being inadecuate for a world deminavec by tine and
veluticon., TPirot cauges of the llewtonian ty)e arc also bLeyond
zpericnce. Any cppeal to guch absolutes ic loolied upon as a
"failure oif nervc " Insitrumentalisn views conscrvaticil oS a
va;n attenpt to turn the cloclki back., 4ond it oces caicwentialisn
5 _an 4haccuraie.giatcaent. ol the problea-es.odern nan.

The constructive gside of insirusentalism is based on the

Enlightennent arcvnent-that, since science hasg alxgadxmﬂone S0
uycI To frec man fron outworn ideas and %o sut in our hands. the
tocnn qucs by means oi which to contrgl -~natural environment,
It ghould be enlaried to,upglygio our contemggxaxx.uaclal.pxgp
Jous as well. Buch a nethoc, developcd to include scientific
cxperincnitation and artistic crcativity, ic acccptcd as gcecli-
correcting., Starting from the Enlightenment idea of indivicdual
nan as basically goed and ignorance as !liis only source of evil,
and calling cn the moral drive ancd activistic approach oi Kant,
the instrunentalist approaches our contemporary proilens as

“"1ca11y external rather than internal, Insisting on a scient-
ific objectivity with: regard to social problems, this agproach
rejeces the gubjectivict tendency of romanticicts and exisvtent-
ialistc. Within this ;raneworn, ideas are seen as instruncnts
to aid nan in improving his condition rather than ags abstract
aboolutes., Ideas are thus primarily what they werc for Eenthan:
tools for the reform of society.

Thought within this instrumentalist tradiiion. lag becen work-
ing imtWo maJor c¢irections, the 01ont1;1c,gug,;hcwcnl¢nra1 “The
sttvﬁfrf1C”iu wacsecd on the as qumpflon of a seli-suificient naturc
as it is Iknown by e"1er1ence, an ¥ unexperienced nature, as well
ags anythln; transcendent, is ruled out by definition. This nmeans
that man, as an integral part of nature conceived in this way,
is capable of having ideas which are not separate from naturc-as-
experienced. Juch an interpretation presents a picture of nature
ag dynamic and evolutionary, one for which Aristotelian univercals
and llewtonian laws are no longer acdequatc. This also means that
BRY. deductive or a.ps clori rationalistic nethods are rulecd out.

To a naturc which is itsclf experimental, only @i~ 8Zberimcncal
nethod can be applied. Jo the ideas which are cdeveloped in this
context are of the gstatus of hypotheses which, cxzperimentally
enployed, are a source of valid Inowledge. Ouch knowledge, ncever
final or absclute, is the only kind of Znowledge.

The cultural direction of instrumentalicn hag changed
erably Zfrom the caya when Wiltiam—Jerics Lo prove the wo**
oiX nmoral valucs 1n terns of their "cash value." John Déwey toox
all such valuecs to be instruments Zor improving ithe human situvation.
Idecas thus have the ideal component, and are capable of making
rooix within human expericence for aesthetic and religious, as well
as cthical, values and meanings ouch an intcrprctation of iceas
has the a(v ntage of Leeding g001ety open foxr Jurihier advances,
as well as keeping it basically pluralictic. Pluralicia in this
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context emphasizes the basic importance of the individual, and
instrumentalism's unwillingness to allow any person to be but a
means to the end of some institution.

One aspect of instrumentalism calls for special mention at
this point: its.emphasis.on-educatien. In this, it is once again
in line with liberalism's belief that education is.the best way.
10 achieve democratic goals by democratic-means. As we shall see
in a later chapter, instrumentalism has been closely related to a
major change in American culture which came with the introduction
ST-"progressive education." ' ey

Instrumentalism has been under attack from many different
angles, the most publicized being directed at its educational
policy. Aski uestion: "Why can't Johnny read?"
people have been arguing for the return to _a more disciplined
type of education, AbsoIlutists of all stripes have criticized
instrumentalism's lack of final values which, they argue, destroys
any meaning its values may have. Some scientists and philosophers
have argued against using logical and mathematical categories as
mere problem-solving instruments, insisting on their objectivity
or necessity. The Declaration of Independence was either signed
in 1776 or it was not, and no amount of discussion about the status
of mathematical concepts can change that fact, or the fact that
the event followed the Boston Tea Party and preceded the signing
of the Constitution. Existentialists as well as others have
insisted that the objectivity in which instrumen ides
itself cannot be applied to_the social areas in the same way that
it can be applied to the nonsocial. Others have insisted that the
philosopher's job is to try to understand the world, rather than
change it, and that understanding which is conceived primarily as
an instrument of change and reform cannot give an accurate picture
of the world as it is. Some political thinkers have suggested
that instrumentalism can be infected with power as well as other
philosophies. They argue that its dependence on public validation
leaves open the possibility that those in power may be able to
determine the results of its experiments. For reasons such as
these the question is being raised whether instrumentalism has
achieved a self-correcting method any more than the older meta-
physics achieved a self-correcting world-view, Hevertheless,
igggxnmentalismmisustil}m%hemmosxminiluﬁniial_philoSQphy in the
Unjied-States foday. _Eggz_pggplgmgggagighi not _even recognize it
by name are using it in part or in whole, as a guide to their
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In addition to the specific criticisms already mentioned, the
three general approaches to the problem of meaning which we have
discussed have been subjected to criticism equally general. One
of these criticisms points to the fact that, in order to attain
significant levels.of generality, large areas of experiencc are
leit outl Conversely, a broad g izatic i to become
such abstractions that thev are of only.limited applicabddid To
arrive at these generalizations it is necessary to become less and
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less critical, and to override the finer distinctions which are
meaningful in the intricate problems of both scientific and per-
sonal experience. Another criticism suggests that generalities

and generalizations’ of any type can become the means of forcing
individuals into set gggE%EEgmgijjhggghxwang“ggg;gn. While both

of these criticisms nee o be specified in detail if they are to
avoid the charge of generalizing that there can be no generalizations,

they do express an underlying uneasiness which most Western men
feel when confronted by.-such-inclusive.ideas. This uneasiness

atso-makes common.cause-with-the feeling that there is today _so
much to Know that _no one man can grasp it all,"much less be an

awthortty suificient. tgwdixggx“the activit . And
because of this Western man is more apt to feel at home working
within specialized areas.

The number of specialized areasg of .study hasg grown duripg
recent"yéar””?S“%hgwng;nxﬁﬁﬁgiﬁzaigzzamllsﬁw
intelllglble order is a staiﬁgrlng task., Listing is all the more
diftficult because 86 many 6f the contemporary specializations
represent attempts to bridge disciplines hitherto thought of as
separate, Thus we have today such new areas as biochemistryl
astrophysics, and cultural anthropology. There is also an
increased emphasis on_the .theoretical aspecis of many of these
new disciplines, such as theoretical physics. In philoscphical
studies this trend can be seen in the reintroduction of the old
Aristotelian prefix "meta," resulting in such studies as metalogic
and metaethics. We have chosen but five of these specialized
areas for further study in the remaining chapters of this book.

The areas which have been chosen represen$—seme—e@—thagmest
51gn1flcaﬁ% growing edges. of-our.civilization today. It is impos-
‘'sible~to do more than suggest what is going on 1n these five areas.
But they will indicate some of the more important directions in
which contemporary thought is moving. By sampling what is..geing
on in these areas we can get an indication at least of where men
are looking, what they are looking for, and what they find exciting.

Ag we.examine these specialized areas it will become clear
that_even they_are not without their wider implications in terms
of both. thought -and-application., This Tact 1s not just a c¢oincidence
or the result of contemporary man's need for more generalized
theories. 1It'is also a result of the modern empirical meéthods of
contemporary ‘thinkers., Having established the adequacy or applica-
bility of some idea in a restricted area, such as mythmaking in a
primitive society, the student then experiments with this idea in
*'other areas as well. Does it apply to other primitive societies?
Does it also apply to more civilized societies? The very thrust
of inquiry today, without-any of-the-older.limits, carries it
across thq,bgundarles.of—lts\meed1ate concern, and oumwip; un-
charted areas as well. It is mainly because of this 1nqu1ring
drive that most contemporary studies evidence not only the special-
ized and more generalized interests, but a continual alternation
between both., And it is well that this is so because, _without
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lerresy ze, the generalists could easily become abstract
g@ the noint of nonreleﬂance, and \1thQu$M_gnenal~idcas_tng

R 2 ol

speciallsts couid eagily bccomgmgagl& LEA L 0, San

A _$econd oLServ ) apposite, Ideas of grecat thipkers
have ofien been 1mpoged bj their cdiscinles or by nen of later
verlogu on others. rerhaps at “This very point we may be able to
IBEETE“E“ﬁnT?ﬁ" "challenge to contemporary Western culture: to
find such ideas ag will solve-eur Qroblems.multhahi malzing then
ingt znmcﬁifﬁolhoppre ssion to_our fellowmen, IHerein may be found
not only the contemporary challenge, but also the contemporary
opportunity.

0f_all the places in which fo prepare to meek.such a chall-
egnge, there is none beiter (we mlmht be‘1ndulpggw; thopingi than

a_college.
aeveIogment and maturity, 1nteresxed ;awamuakmetyao¢msguglal;za-
tlcns, uﬁele lo g_uniﬁﬁguggggr»Lplgxmg cxplore. some.particular.

Qrpac ana au uao sanc ilne, QluCOVG bav;g“;n&gxggnnggtggnggg,

as in almost nc ov hor type of 1nst1LL10n o; communlty Lere the
student has the opportunity to take hig mind on training flights

in 2ll sorts of discussions. Here, in clagss and in grml tory
sessions, he is able to develop the ability to.stanc op nis

mental feet, sharpen his wits in the give and take of ar gumengz
develon the aoiIiuy fo stick to the argument, locate ¢ the weak _
points in the opponent's line of thought, and uea:ch for new “and
hetter ways of solving problems both old and new. Having developed
such an ability, Weésteérn man may be better equipped to produce a
solution that will not have to be imposed on his fellows




