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7. Modern Totalitarianism: Russian Communism

Abstract

Some political analysts place fascism at the extreme right of the political spectrum, Communism at or near the
extreme left. This classification has been much favored by Marxist writers who believe that fascism is the last
desperate effort of embattled capitalism to stave off the proletarian victory. Doubtless, Communist writers are
aware of the value in some circles of the leftist label with its overtones of progress, freedom, and the general
welfare. We have already noted the origin of the terms "Left" and "Right” in the French Revolution when they
were used to distinguish between the advocates of change and the more conservative. Survival of these labels
into a later age with vastly different problems and proposals has not helped clarify political thinking. It may
already have occurred to the thoughtful reader that to classify Nazism as a near relative of conservatism creates
as many difficulties as it solves. Similar difficulties attend the classification of Russian Communism as a party
of the Left. [excerpt]
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7. Modern Totalitarianism: Russian Communism

Some political analysts place fascism at the extreme right
of the political spectrum, Communism at or near the extreéfie
1e_j This classification has been much favored“by*MarTrst
writers who believe that fascism is the last erate effort
of embattled capitalism to stave off the proletarian victory.
Doubtless, Communist.writers are aware of the value in cone
circles of the leftist label with its overtones of progregs,
freedom, and the general welfare. We have already noted the
origin of the terwus "Left" and "Right" in the French Revolution
when they were used to distinguish between the acdvocates of
change and the more conservative. 3Survival of these labels into
a later age with vastly different problems and proposals has
not helped clarify political thinking. It may already have
occurred to the thouzhtful reader that to claggify lazism as a
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near relative of conservatism creates as many cifficulties as it
Qlyasﬁ Similar. diit;gultlemmaitéiﬂztﬁafﬁTasul ‘'Tcation of Rus-

an Communisn as a party of the Left. T
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In the vast amount of contemporary literature about modern
Russia that has appeared in the non-Communist world, three ap-

proaches stand out. _The first .is through Marxism a and the ex-
egesis of Lenin and other Commurmi=t thooretieians. It focuses

on the role of this ideology.in shaping the institutions and
actions of the regime. The second treats Communism as an ex-
ample, along with fascism, of a social, intellectual. and id_po-
Iitical movement peculiar to this centurv totalitarianism,

In this interpretation the political spectrum is not a straight
line but a circle, with the ends meeting. The third approach
may be labeled.the historical because it emphasizés the import-
ance of specifically Russian factors. of time and place, both
long-range and 1mmed1ate In this view ideology 1is signific-
ant primarily as a rationalization of a EifEEEiEE.WhiCh is less
Communist than Russian.

In a preceding chapter the story of Bolshevism was carried
up to World War I. which proved to be the undoing of tsardom.
The first flush of wartime patriotism soon wore off as, for
three years, the giant but poorly equipped Russian armies threw
themselves against the Central Powers, only to be driven back
each time. One estimate places Russia's war casualties in the
neighborhood of nine million. For the front-line troops the
burden of humiliating defeat and crushing casualties was height~
ened by the knowledge that all was not well on the home front.
Non-Russian.subjects.of the. tsars.were lukewarm in lovalty or
downright.hostile to. tbe.regime which had.attempted to Russify
them. The economy, still in the early stages of industrializa-

on, could not stand the strain of modern warfare. Breakdowns
in the ‘transportation system caused shortage, and even famine.

_Hardship brought te—the-surface the unrest he Russi

peasant. That this unrest was endemic may seem odd since by
1917 approximately eighty per cent of the arable land of Russia
was peasant-owned, but these statistics tell only part of the
story. Land was 4 ributed very unevenlv amo
many of whom s1mp1y did not have enough to live on. All_.zed
hupgrily the land owned by the nobility and the Church, land

which the peasants beljeved rigchtlyv t "We are ! cw{« s
put the land is ours," ran their old saying. Nost of the land ””’””

listed above as peasant-owned was owned not by individuals, buta«y o A
by village communities, run inefficiently in a way reminiscent /z. ..
of the medieval manor in the West. Whether freeholders or mem-

bers of such a community, peasants were second-class citizens,

subject to special oppressive laws and a bureaucracy that was

corrupt and inefficient.

These and other deficiencies of wartime Russia would have
been more bearable, perhaps even surmounﬁabIé, if there. had been
effective leadership at the center of the regime. The roval
fami > , placing their txustﬂ;nweeurt

prestlge suffered’accordlngly.’—
(1861) had accelerat
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efforts to organize relief activities were hampered by offi-
cials fearful of subversion. The-Duma, Russia's adolescent
parliament, was_allowed no influence in the government.

For those who would hear, there were voices of protest

aplenty. By virtue of restrictive electoral laws, the was
not representative of popular sentiment but_ the ngorlty of its

members, conservatives as well —as_liberals, called for a con-
stitutional monarchy with a responsible migi§L£Y The loosely
knit Spcial Revolutionaries (the S. R.'s) advocated rather vague
programs which boiled down to agrarian anarchy. With their cry
of "Land for the peasants," this uniquely Russian party most
closely reflected the demands of th& countryside. The Menshe-

viks (moderate Social Democrats) put. forward the.standard p;o-
gram of socialism.

In this welter of protests and programs the other branch
of Social Democracy, the BoISheviks, did not stapd out. From
his exile in Switzerland, Lenin ran the party wit
although factional disputes Were numerous. His doctrinal in-
transigence and tactical skill prevented reunion with the Men-
sheviks whose relative moderation he condemned as counterrevo-
lutionary. Always flexible, he did permit collaboration with
them in elections to the Duma, but he kept his own organization
intact. Some-of-his-party's funds came from "expropriations"
(bank robberies), in which a key figure was a young Georgian.
revolutlgggxy, Josef Dzhugashvili, better known by his party
names; Koba, and later, Stalin .(1879-1953). Upon the outbreak
of world W“T’T’ Lenin opposed uncompromisingly what he con-
tended was a capltallst trick to divert the attention of the
working class from its mission: ''The only correct proletarian
slogan is the transformation of the present imperialist war
into a civil war...[and] the lesser evil for the Russian
Social Democrats would be the defeat of the tsarist monarchy."
Consequently the government drove underground the party, by,
then reduced to oome«gu¢udﬁmhctive members, This disciplined
nminority did its best to sabotage the war effort. gJoldiers
were urged to o fraternize with the enemy and desexrt. Workers
were encourafed,tamaixike _Peasant unresicﬂas_ianned How-
ever, when revolutlon came,. it was not engineered bywigxﬂggoup.
Rather, 1t was a formless outburst compounded of many griev-
ances and programs.

The revolutionary year, 1917, opened with increasing
strikes and general discontent. Lp e ry (March in the
Western calendar, not introduced in Russia until 1918), a_local
food crisis led to riots and demonstrations in Petrograd, the
néw name for St. Petersburg. Uncomprehending to the end,
goverfiment dissolved the Duma and ordered out troops. When the
lafter mutinied- andmaomned_the_ggmonstratorsLﬁgggsggniial__as

out of control

Into the vacuum_ stegngd the Qggg members who created a

provisional governme of moderate Tiberals.
neously, self-appointe demonistrators and miscellaneous




XVIII p. 36

radicals set up a Soviet (Council) of Workers Deputies, which
summoned the Russian people to reject tsardom. Whereupon,
under pressure from both revolutionaries and his own advisers,
Nicholas II abdicated.-

The provisional government which for eight months tried to
install in RuSsia a ¥airly democratic regime ended in TTagic
failure.  Based at first on the Duma, it failed to comprehend
popular sentiment. The chauvinism of many of its members led
it to continue the war, with disastrous results. The troops
simply deserted -- "voted against war with their feet," in
Lenin's phrase. Nor did the government understand the urgent
need for economic reforms, particularl .in_the Jand system:—
Everywhere peasants were seizing land they wanted, but the gov-
ernment postponed taking action until a new constitution could
be drawn up and reforms introduced in an orderly manner. _Since
chaos had accompanied the breakdown of the old regime. prepa-
rations fa¥ i al convention proceeded slowly, giving
critics of the government additional ammunition.

Consequently, the government—wes-hanassed-from all direc-
Jtions.. In August it was able to beat off an attack by con-
servative-sponsored troops only by calling for help from the
armed militia of the Soviet. The Petrograd Soviet, now in col-
laboration with similar bodies which had sprung up elsewhere,
was actually a parallel government, sometimes giving its support
to the nominal government and sometimes following an independent
policy. Although all shades of radicalism were represented in

its ranks, ols i woro —tbo maiority.
In securing this favored positj i an oppor-

tunistic policy with only occasional setbacks. Taken unawares
by the revolution, he had managed to return to Russia with the
help of the Germans, who hoped he would further weaken Russia's
war effort. Accurately gauging public sentiment, 2g_ggukuLxuqu~
to identify his party with the popular demand for Peace, Land,
Bread." A good example of his pliability in tactics was his
handllng of the land question. Putting aside his own plans for
its ultimate settlement, he gave every encouragement to the
peasants to seize land. He tried to curb impatient radicals
until the party was in a strong pcsition, but when in July a
group, including some Bolsheviks, staged a revolt in Petrograd,
he ordered the party to participate so as to keep in the van-
guard of the revolution. For a time thereafter he was forced
to go into hiding to escape arrest.

ThusT—whé4e—%he—geveenaeni_lns1_iis_gg_g__JxLiﬁnunnLJyni
the other opposition parties dissipated their eff 1

recrlmlnaxlons, Lenln_perfected his own organizax_on and tight-~
ened his party's control at key points. In late autumn he péer-
suaded his followers with some difficulty that it was time to
strike. In October, Bolshevik-led troops and armed workers
seized Petrograd government buildings The next day, an All-
Russian Co iets, from whlch moderate socialists

absented themselves, handed over power t:zg:ggnniﬁgzzfaganple)s
., ,Wwé-‘ pfiton. . s B, PR

/
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Commissars, headed by Lenin and including Stalin as commissar
IUf’hawlgn&l_mlngiilﬁa_andmLeon_Irntsky (1874-1940) , president
Qf the Petrograd-Seviet, as commissar for foreign affairs. A
land decree authorized peasants "to seize 1and for their own use.
Another decree turned over large factories to committees of
workmen. Still another proclaimed the right of non-Russian
nationalities to secede and establish their own governments,
which was, in fact, already being done. An ominous portent of
the future was the regime's establishment of an extraordinary
political police forcq,the Cheka (later known as the OGPU,

then the NKVD, and now the MVD). When fairly free elections to
the long_promised constitutional convention gave 420 seats to
the S. R.'s, as against only 225 to the Bolsheviks, Red troops
cut short its sitting. After this most of those S. R.'s who
had hitherto cooperated with the Bolsheviks were driven from
positions of authority.

Lenin recopnized that the

lieved that a general world revolutlon was just around the cor-
ner, he considered the actual terms of only secondary importance.
They would soon have to be revised anyway. ,

spring of 1918-he signed.a humiliating tr

sftippea Russia.Qf a band of territory along her
t fro kraine morth to Finiand In_one blow M

most of the western acquisitions of“Paxexmihﬁuﬁzaai.and_his_angr
cessors. The capital~was moved.from Petrograd (soon to be re-

named Leningrad) to the less exposed.lOSCOW..

roclamation of a new
did not bring an emnd to hostilities. T lshevi ad to
conquer _ the country province by province, often village hy.wil-
lage. . I In the Caucasus and elsewhere non-Russian nationalities
declared their independence. Anti-Bolshevik White governments
were established in a number of places. FEor varied reasons,
Japan, FranceL Britain, and the United States sgnt money, mate-
ri€l, and even froons to the far north, south, and east.

Despite local White victories, ihe anti-Bolshevik movement

endgg_;_nizmlune In Trotskg the Red army ;gugd a military ad-
m1nistrator of rea Public opinion 1in e intervention~
owers, some of it 1eftlst some merely antiwar, made itself
felt. Just what intervention was to have accomplished was never
clear anyway. The White governments, representing virtually
every shade of anti-Bolshevik opposition, were incapable of co-
operation. To the Russian peasant they stood for the reimposi-
tion of a hated regime, and one tainted by foreign control at
that. Consequently, by_1922 the ciwil wap-as over. wilih Siberia,

Caucasia and Transcaucasija. and_the Ukraine reunited with Bol-
":'T—-—"——-—

shevik Russia.
T am————

munism beyond the frontiers. Communist parties -- the lab 1abe1
"Communist" was formally a mﬁbpted by ?ﬁe'BﬁI’F@Viks in 1918 -
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Socialist parties. Their activities were coordinated from
MWntern (Third or Communist International,
as distinguished from the Second or Socialist.bady). Colonial
peoples were urged to revolt. But the Bolshevik expectation
that the collapse of the Central Powers would open the way to a
mass uprising of the proletariat proved incorrect. Brief up-
risings there were with Bolshevik blessing and backing, for ex-
ample, in Germany and Hungary in 1919. During a Russo-Polish
war over the borderlands in 1920-1921, a Bolshevik army was
thrown back only at the gates of Warsaw. But there was no warld

revolution.

ritory they already had., For this task Marx provided only a___
very incomplete blueprint He had analyzed nineteenth century
society in sofié detail, but his predictions of what would hap-
pen when the Droletarlatmseizedupgm_g were imprecise. The same
wa‘“True of Lenin's writings-up-to-1917. Len1n confidently
considered himself to be the interpreter &1 W an“ﬁoals
he—identified completely with his own, Withln—theMbraaﬁ“out-:

Iine thus prov;ded he_ Qperatgd flexibly .He once wrotel Hiikey

Meanwhile the Bolsheviks were busy reorganizing what ter-

crawl 1n the mud on your belly, you are not a revolutlnnary but
a” “Chatterbox. "

1918 a new constitution was promulgg;gﬂ_igz_the_ﬁnss;an
Soc1al?§£2£§§g;g§§g*30v; oviet Republic (RU"S. F. S. R.), which was

soon_to stretch from Leningrad.eastward-across European Russia
and Siberia.to.the Pacific.. 11 land, forest and mineral re-
sources, factories, livestock, stores, banks, and communication
facilities were declared to be the prqpertv of the state. Labor
was proclaimed to be the duty-6F—ewvervene. Workers were guaran-
teed the right to education and to hold religious or atheistic
opinion. Oppression of national minorities was forhidden. The
franchise was granted-to-those of both sexes, over%elghteen, who__
were workers.or.members-of-the-armed-forees. Among the groups
deprived of the franchise and the right to hocld office were
traders for private profit, former tsarist police, persons de-
riving income from sources other than their own labor, clergy-
men, and opponents of farm collectivization (and their children).
Electoral districts were generally based on occupation rather
than geographical area. Voting was by show of hands and, for
thé pyramid of soviets, indirect. The rural voter elected mem-—
bers of his village sov1et which handled local matters. V11—

bers Were con31dered more dependable, had a somewhat greater
privilege of direct election. At the top of the pyramid was
the All-Russian Congress of Soviets, with membership heavily
weighted to favor urban areas.

In 1922, by which time a number of non-Russian borderlands

hgg_bﬁen"recaptured ‘the R. S. F, S. R, was made a subdivisign
of a new federal state, the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics

(U. S. S. R.). Eaggwggﬁygewpqnsggggept republics was given g
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constitution medeled-on-that of the R. S. F. S. R. Acquisitione

through 1040 O brought their number to sixteen. Within the exX-

Absence of the word."Russian"-from.the title represented
the claim that tsarist Russification and other aspects-of "hour-
geois nationalish™ had Béén abandoned,. Much propaganda capital
was made of the assertion that the U. S. S. R. alone had suc-
ceeded in solving the mcdern problem of nationalism. Cultural
aspects..of.nationalism were encouraged. Books were printec in
the various tongues of the Union. %ﬁere, as in the case of
many Asiatic peoples, no printed language existed, one was in-
vented. Local historical monuments were maintained. Perform-
ances of folk songs, folk dances, and other aspects of popular
national culture were fostered. Political autonomy oif the re-
publics was in practice limited to administrative matters, and
even there overall supervision was exercised from Moscow. .In .
theory, any republic.could secede from the Union, but this right
was more.than counterbalanced by the determination to permit no
retrogression to capitalism, which seces sion was construed to be.

Critics assert that even cultural autonomy was more appar-
ent than real. The official Soviet concept of ifederalism is
"national in form, soeialist.in contept." Certainly national
cultures are heavily edited. Anti-Russian references are de-
leted from folk songs. National histories are not permitted to
cive inconvenient prominence to religion or to classes under
suspicion. As far and away the largest, the most safely Bol-
shevik, and one of the most advanced weopleg of the Union, the,

3. gdominate.the regime. The Rugsian_ lanzuage is tavcht
everywhere, along with local tongues, and knowlea*e ox it has
real practical value. Migrations of Russian workers and ofii-

cialg .8_haye chanzed the charac ormerly non-Russizn—

areas. Yet with all its shortcomings, the avowed Soviet na="—~
tichalities policy has been a valuable tcol for the regime.
Without it territorial expansion might have been much more dif-
ficult.

The constitution of the U. S. 8. R. gave to_the central
government powers unusually_broan,for an avowedly federal state.
In theory,fo¥éign policy and trade, economic planning, defense,
Justice, education, and public health were the sole concern of
the Union government, In practice, the competence of the Union
government was unlimited. It will be noted that here as in
other branches of the regime no real distinction is made hetween
executive, legislative,. and judicial functions. Courts,
for example, are instruments to carry out state policy, with no
pretense to political impartiality.

The new constitution placed a new body at the top of the
hiorarchy of i the All-Union Congress of Soviets. This
body was too large and met too seldom to do more than listen to
dpeeche- and approve the work of the Union Central Executive
Committee and the Union Council of Commissars. The Executive
Committee had full powers to act for the Soviet between sessions
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but here again a smaller body, the Presidium, tended to assume
direction cf its functions. The Executive Committiece was also
supposed to supervise the cabinet, the Council of Commissars
(later renamed Council of Ministers).

There is a certain amount.leftunsaid-about-the realities
of political life in any constitution. This is particularly
true of the Soviet constitution, above all because o6f ITte hear
silence about the Communist party. In the organization as..
forgequby Lenin, the word "party" was _a historical accident,
dpt to misledd if considered analagous to parties in.democratic
countries. The Communist party 18 an organization of.those
with a vocation for leadership to a. communist society. At
Lenin's death it was still a relatively small elite of about
500,000, Most of the party magnates had worked and suffered
together for years. No _matter how high their position they
were supposed to receive the same.wages as other workers of
brain and brawn., The faint-hearted,.the.morally slack,.and
those who retained such !'bourgeois' -traits. as religious.belief
were expelled. Lenin likened them to radishes, red.outside but
white-at-heart.. Within the party inner circle there was con-
siderable and often bitter debate, but once a decision had been

reached, united action was required of all members.

The structure of the party paralleled that of the atate.
Communist youth organizations indoctrinated young people until
they w were accepted by the "cella" at the bottom of the party
hierarchy. At.the top was the party congress, , which in prac-
tice approved the work of its committées: a Central Committee
of about seventy members and a Commission of Party Control en-
trusted with maintenance of discipline among party members, In
the Lenin period important decisions were made in the Central
Committee but later it tended to fall under the influence of
three smaller bodles, gupposedly its agents: the secretariat,
responsible for '"the current work of organization and execution;"
the organization bhureau (Orghureau), responsible for propaganda,
promotion and demotion, and conditions of membership; and the
political bureau (Politbureau), which determined general poli-
clies, Considerable duplication of membership knitted together
these central bodies.

At each level similar duplication interlocked the party
with the state and-other—public-bodies, Party policies were
thus fed into national life. Party approval was necessary for
incluaion on the single slate of candidates permitted at elec=-
tions, All other parties were outlawed. Other potential-ral-
lying pointa of disaffection were either narrowly circumscribed,
a® 1n the case of the Greek Orthodox church, or taken over-by
the state, as were the press and other means of communication.
This was dictatorship by the party in the name of the—prole-
tariat_;._._

The economic policy first introduced by the new regime,
and lasting until) 19221, has been labeled war communiam, At the
commencement of Bolshevik rule, land, factories, and communica=-
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tions were in the hands of peasants and workers who had, in
Marx's phrase, "expropriated the expropriators." The party had
encouraged this for tactical reasons, but once in power it pro-
ceeded to nationalize the means of production, distribution, and
exchange. Producers were required to hand over to the state
what they did not need for their own consumption. _To replace
money, whase use was discouraged. as a.capitalist hangover -

tionin _established to allocate goods-on the basis of social
ulility. Family T Fded-as _another capitalist feature,

_ﬂgxe»ﬁéﬁkengg~bymlﬁgientmmanniage-andwdiiaf§§ﬁxuw37““P?ii@f@w
tradigg_ﬂggwgﬂflawed«aswcounie@reve&utionanwamBy_theﬁe,@nd
ether devices the xegimg”ggggntwtomhustlewRussiawintguggmmugiﬁp-

The result was disastrous. Degvastation hy foraion and

_civil war was bad e gh. ™ There were no reserves of Taw mate-
rials or replacements for parts or livestock. The new system
wmade things-worse. Peasants went on a.sit-down strike, refus- _
ine to turn oyer their Surpills or only producing for théir own
neer‘kiﬂﬁég“jhexwgggﬁgq‘Was land ¥6¥ themselves, not state -

~Supervision,. In their ignorance they had believed that all
“taxes and rents would vanish. The transportation system de-
teriorated further. Armed factory workters r ntry-
Side in search of focd, Committiees of workmen were unable to
manaze plants efriciently. Despite aid from foreign relief
orocnizations, famine stalked the land. Unrest culminated in
1521 in a revolt c?® the sailors oi the-Kronstadi_navali-tmme..—
hitherto ardent. supporters of Bolshevism..

The revolt was crushbed, but it galvanized the party into

some serious rethinking of tactics. An example of the bitter
intraparty debate which ensued concerned the role of the trade
unions. One.group, fearful of dictatorship by the party bu-
reaucracy, insisted that the unions should._control economic
matters, At~the_othe¥~extrem€—wershthoseT—iae%aéing_Irotsky,
who-Xelt that there-was-no-need for trade unions in a workers'
state. On this and other matters he carried the day, and a New
Economic Policy (1921-1928), usually abbreviated as N. E. P.,
was proclaimed.

i

bplple o777 Oagliid locisr—

The N. E. P. proposed.to-build the Soviet econom a

Judicious and temporary ig%eﬁ_m.&%g&gﬁht of cap-
italism, "The commanding heights.'" Lenin's phrase for key

indusirles, transport, and foreign trade, were to be
state ownership and expanded, but priv individuals wer
mitted to open-small-factories. Concessions were granted
foreign capitalists. Private trading and a money economy were
reintroduced. In the countryside, peasants on collective farms
were al{gyggwigMggll on the open market anything produced over
aﬁH“EBG%emahsiétg“Iév . It was permitted to reintroduce private
farming, hire labor, and rent land. A new class of small cap-.
italists _ red., RUTAKS, . Suc

L as 2\ ) relrear’——from communism that :
1928 production of most goods attained prewar levels. Simul-
taneously, a corresponginé“gﬁIff_in foreign policy dampened

Uy/ T2 — ttorarney fact lo rnedibon” (ol

and

O
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Soviet support of world communism,

By this time Lenin was no longer at the helﬁ/ His health
broke “down in 1922 and wt—the—bepinming of 1924 he died. There
ensued a struggle for power among the varty leaders, of w whom*
two, Trotsky and Stalin, stand out. On the surface, Trotsky
H/id.thembeiigr—cards” Although a latecomer to Bolshevism, he
had stood close to Lenin, was a brilliant controversialist, and,
as witnessed by his organization of the Red army, possessed ad-
ministrative talent of a high order. Possiblyv his chief weak-
ness _lay in his consciousness of his own brilliance, which led
him into incautious acts and statements. He suffered mecioc-"
rities badly, and mistakenly included Stalin in their number,
Stalin had never been intimate with Lenin, but he had beei a"
useful and important party worke Endowed with_an_excelleat
sense of timing, he succeeded in glﬁiﬁémaﬁ impression of rlgor-
ous Bolshevik orthodoxy. 1In 1922 he became party general sec-
retary, a post he used to build up a personal following in the
party apparatus. Lenin's political testament, known inside Rus-
sia only in.party circles, warned againsi hot__Tr_gEMr-—‘_‘
curlal temperament and. Stalin's..heavy hand.

The_ideological-conflict between these two centered around
two major tactical.questions..which each fan answered by-ap-.-
@EEIfﬁéﬂfogtheHMarx1st Lenimist canon, .The first involved-the
Soviet Union's.position-in-the world. Stalin argued that,
since the collapse of capitalism was not imminent, "socialism
in one country" should be constructed in Russia as a halfway
house to communism. The Soviet Union would then be a showcase
to the world proletariat, whom it would lead in due course to

world communism, Tn_iskx_axgued—shasmthe»wor&dmcou;__not exist

part capitalist, part socialist or communist. To attempt E 5
create socialism in one country, especially in a relatively un-

industrialized country like Russia, would lead inevitably to

bureaucratic dictatorship. __Communism-eould-come-enly..through-
"permanent—revolution," an _immediate and.continuing. spread of
revolutien-into-industrialized countries and thence throughout

the world.

Relevant here is the other major ideological bone of con-
tention, the relative importance of industrial workers and
peasants. Trotsky.believed that only industrial workers,.by
virtue of the cooperative conditions of their work, were cap-
able of comprngnggg_Marx;smgat&tn;supo;nt Therefore, “since”
thé?“alone could develop a revolutionary consciousness, they
should be favored over the peasantry. Conseqguently,. industri-
alization must be.pushed at the _expense. of agriculture. Stalin
argued that an immediate increase in agrlcultural prgductig
was essential and that therefore temporary concessions must be
made to the peasants, especially to their addiction to individ-
ual prooristorship.

Later, under different circumstances, Stalin did adopt
these and other contentions of Tretsky, but for the time being
he succeeded 1n gettlns them condemned as_ heretlcal Us1ng ‘his

27 I/
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control of the party .machine, he played off Trotskv and other
tes against-each-ether. Trotsky committed tactical errors,
above all when he violated party discipline by appealing over
the heads of the central committee to the rank and file. -One.
by one Stalin's opponents. wexre demoted, or expelled from the
party, or.forced abjectly to recant their.errors. Trotsky, ac-
cused of "factionalism," a heinous party sin, was eventually —
exiled abroad in 1929. He continued his agitation from afar
until 1940, when he was _assassinated in Mexico by a Stalinist
agent. Between 1929 and 1231 the ax “fell on the so-called
Right Opposition whom Stalin accused of going too far in advo-
cating independence for trade unions and concessions to the

peasantry.

By then the economic policy of the Union had entered an
important new phase. oial;n asserted that the capitalist ele-
ments o _of the N. ®#. D ad beetmilkes ""“""‘
‘It was now time to so manlpulate 5001a1 forces as to advance
further toward socialism. The initial step in this "new social-
ist offensive'" was the First Five Year Plan (1928-1932). Nepmen
and other temporary concessions to capitalism were abolished.
Subsequent plans followed, not always on schedule. The sixth

began in 1956. 1In all of them the key words were collectivi%a-
tion and Jdndustrialjzation.

was the avowed intention of the 's_to turp.ihe
Soviet Unioh tmtd &n industrialized s ate. In the “first-plan
%aeer completed in four year§)‘1

more than doubled. Capital goods received the greatest emphasis.
"Giantomania"™ seized the planners, who insisted on the biggest
dams, the largest factories, the tallest skyscrapers. Later
plans abandoned this for more economical concepts. Later plans
also claimed to place more emphasis on quality than on quantity,
and on consumer gocods, althcugh troubled internaticnal relations
in the 1836°s meant priority to defense industries. Qfficial
Soviet statistics showing a 650 per cent increase in gross in-
‘dustrial output between 1923 and 15840 are exaggerations, but_the
A, S. S. R. would not be today.the world's second industrial
power unless they contained a large element of truth. 5 i

All this required an immense effort from the Russian people.
In thé interest—of increased productivity in the long run they
were told to tighten their belts and work harder. A more rigid
factory discipline was enforced. Piecework ther forms
of wage incentives were 1ntroduced\ﬁﬁa€?”Tﬁe princ1p1e "from
éEEﬁ*accordrng;xu s apITLTies, 10 _eachaccuraing “fo the amount

he produces.” Propaganda was mobilized to make. up.for. the lack
of conS__EI_gQQd_L "Shock troops," bands of dedicated Commun-
1sfs were thrown into key positions in the "battle for steel"
and other products. Artists and writers were ordered to follow
the canons of "socialist realism" by producing art which would
carry a Cgmmgg;si_message in a form comprehensible to the masses.
F§?§Eﬁihoxltes.t_morkers_who had surpassed their produetion
guotas. were honored as Heroes of Socialist Labor. Where propa-
ganda failed, the - police took over with their slave labor camps.

, QWW Ynk. W #oepo @ <
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Yhile industrialization was producing giant factories and
new cities. where.thereupnce had been empty steppes an uiet
“Torestsy—rural. cpllegblxlzamlon@wasucauSLana‘ tion iIn the
coun¢xy91de~1nwtheng§Q's. The regime needed more focd I6¥ the
growing cities and for export than small private farmers could
produce. Kulaks were now relegated to the ashcan of history,
"liguicdated as a class." They were ordered to merge their land,
eqUipment, and livestock with that of poor peasd“%o tqwjorm col—
lective farms. There each household was to have for iis own
USé & dwellins and & tlny garden prot, With all other land being
farmed jointly. 1Its income would come from garden vegetables
and from a share in the profits of the collective after meeting
all expenses, including the required deliveries to the state.
This share was based too on the amount and quality of labor per-
formed. _Along with collectivization went a drive ggmlgizgguce
machlnery and improved agricultural technigues.

The kulaks and others met collectivization with the age-
old weapons of the peasant, passive re81stance and violence,.
Fields stocd untilled. Cat nt }

e e : . x
fﬁ??ﬁzﬁgﬁﬁgggnto. and force. 1In the Ukraine, where agrarian .
unreot was comblned with natlonallsm the state dellberately ¢udWL
ance. Millions were deported to slave lahor.camps or to.new ., . .~
lands in ;ﬁé east. Poor peasants were.incited.against their
MOoTre prosperous bxgthnan. The government achieved its goal, at

the cost of immense suffering and a temporary set-back in agri-
cultural production. B 9 about t t
households, cultivating about elghty-flve per cent of the arable
land, belonged to collective farms.

For an assessment of the early plans as a whole only a few
general observations can be made here. That productivity, edu-
cation, and.urbanization took great sirides.is.indubitable.

That many found opportunities for more profitable.and-inior-
esting work, and that many too were exhilerated by-shapins—in a

_Great achievement, is equally true. ng_gng_ygg,alno_habn.
For many 1t meant drudgefry, privation, and a break with an ac-
custonmed way cf life. For others it meant starvatiorn or forced
1auor. For allml&_mggﬂt obedlence to orders from above. Few

B e

generation. One was nineteenth centLry Japan. She did it with-
cut Communism, with fewer natural resources, and with no legacy
of industrial pioneering from preceding generations. Just what
Russia could have accomplished under other regimes is a tanta-
lizing question.

Certainly the Soviet regime during the plans of the 1930's
became__ 1ncreas1g;lj::i,id_ What the party decided was best for
the_g@ople they must do, willlngly if possible, if not, then

under duress. Purges designed to secure that automatie obedi-
ence deemed necessary for success rocked Soviet society to its

roots. In a series of propaganda trials, generals, a istra-
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to,s%_iegggigiggg._and,woxld-iamoua—Cgmmunlsfﬂ were condenned
uo death after. confessing to sabotaceﬁand treason, including
involvement in fantastic conspiracies with Maz&swﬂJapanese,
Trotskyltes, and.capitalists. Others who presumably would Thot
confess simply disappeared. ‘After the revolution had devoured _
its children;—-Stalin-was-virtually.the only old Bolshevik left
Terror did not stop there, Feeding on itself, on rumor, on
suspicion, on grudges, it spread in ever-w1dening circles. No
one, no matter how great or how insignificant, was safe. One
source estimates that five per cent of the population (about
8,000,000 people) passed through the pretrial prisons of the
secret police between 1836 and 1838,

By the latter year. all critjcism of Stalin was stifled
and _certvain-interesting. trends.were cbservable in Sowviet_sSoci-
ety. The higher ranks of party and state were filled increas-
ingly, not from the working classes, but from the ranks of the
new educated class of managers and technicians. 1Intellectuals,
against whom Stalin seems to have held a particular Urudge,
were suspect and their activities circumscribed. Trade unions
became mere government bureaus to increase productlon. History
wag rewriitten to underline Stalin's intimacy with Lenin, his
1q§g;llb ility, and the unimportance of his earlier rivals. To
bolster the now fashionable theory of '"democratic centralism,"
Ivan the Terrible, Peter the Great, and other outstanding lead—
ers from Russia's past were rehabllltated Patrictis t
loyalty to a class, was once azain fostered. 1vorce laws were

tIzhiensé—a&_ihe_iamé;ywragﬁimedwmoxememphaSAg. _the arny,
saluting, distinctions in rank, and other d1901g;1nes and tradi-
tions were reintroduced, ecoratlonP and financial rewards were
”}XEE_EQ_EQB_ﬂth1n°ulsh1np themselves in useful fields cf ac-
tivity. e ——— T T

Like the restoration of certain features of pre-3cviet

zociety, new congti ion 0 1936 was an.effort tc couuiewr-
halance terror. moreovefJ AL provided gcod propaganda at a

fime.wien the re; cime, alarmed at therise 5t Dan._ anc La25
uc;mbngmma:’fIv;n' tc form a comncnmllanimJ;ih.deQQKQQI“
Zfates. The new constitution made certain modifications in the
structure of the central government, but its most significant
changes were those purporting to increase popular participation
in the regime. The Joviet-Union was declared-is-be Ma sacialist
qtaiewof.workersaand peagsants;’. olf1c1ally, sacialism was an
accomplished fact, The forms of mass participation in govern-
ment were empna ized. There was a code of rights: to work,
leisure, education, unite in public organizations, speak freely,
and so forth. EGuéliizmgg_glfhtg,m;thout rezard to race or
natiopality.was guarantee ~There.was-algo a list of civic
duties, such as work, mllltary service, and protéction of so~
cialist property. Voiing was open-to all pot deprived-ef—the
franchise by court crder. .The gecret ballot and -territorial
constituencies were. lntroduced Elecilong were made direct.

The predominance. of urban voters was recuced. Although the new
constitution may well have encouraged many Soviet citizens to

feel closer to the regime, it specifically reaffirmed the
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mcnopoly position of the Communist party. Indeed, durinz the
1230's the party further tightened its hold on the state, while
Stalin's machine more narrowly regimented the party.

There has been some discussion whether Lenin would haye
approved of ‘the Stalin regime. Lenin had xggﬂgnlzeduiﬁ—iiasii-
CzITEEEf“Eitmei,cerialnmdemeeratic forms in party and state,
but he had no confidence in the political capac1ty_of‘fhé'masses.
“They were to be induced to lend their weight in support of the
party, but they were not to participate in decision making.
Democratic forms were to be counterbalanced by totalitarian con-
trols. Decisions were made in the Central Committee in which
he had played the role of only first among equals. Yet he un-

Thg_ﬂxllgutowinQU§txiﬂliZQ+.tbe_purges,Aand,the so~-called
Stalin constitution were all related to increasing-tension.in
international relations in the 1930's, 1In 1941, Germany invaded

S. S. R., precipitating what the Soviets call the Great
Patriotic War or the Second Great Fatherland War. Soviet propa-.
ganda put renewed emphasis on such patriotic themes as the de-
E‘Ef'of Napoleon's invasion in 1812, the First Great Fatherland
War. It depicted. Russmauaswakmomberfgi__*chanmdemacxaidég
f;ggt against tyranny. The party eased its admissions stand-
ards. ‘Tﬁg_gxﬁhodox church received limited-approval as a reward

for its patriotiSm —AS Stalin assumed direction of the war ef-
ort, more and more was heard about.!'the leader,"

These and other propaganda themes helped steel the Soviet
people for the grueling demands of war. Roughly one-third of
the male population of woxking age Jolned"fﬁé armed forces.
HaIT of European Russia was a battlefield, whére sSome of the
Union's richest agricultural land and much of its industrial

plant were destroyed.

War-also revealed.that popular support of the rezime was

not uriversal. Particularly in non-Russian terrltorleg, the..
Gernapn .armnies, wwxamgftenA"reet“afgégilberators They even
raised a small anti-Soviet army in the invaded areas. he
nature of this anti-Soviet.feeling was varied: anti-Russian
natio allam, opposition to collectivization, opportunlsm, and
¢omrunist criticism of Sov1etmbureauckacy' However, pridé™in
Soviet victories and the incredible brutality of the Hazi occu-

pation forces socn deprived the invaders of most local support.

Viciory in-1845-found the Soviet regime and its subjects
filled with a new.self-confidence. They had come through a
terrible ordeal together. They had reconquered most of the
territory lost in 1918, plus other lands. Soviet. influence was
dominant.in Eastern Europe and rising in Asia.- Thanks to skill-
ful propaganda.,.the.people knew little.of the sacrifices and
contributions of Russia's allies. Stalin hastened to warn the
citizens that they would have to tighten their belts during a

long period of reconstruction. Wartime relaxation of certain
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aspects of party and state was abandoned. Ex-servicemen who
had seen capitalist Europe were carefully watched by the police-r—

AT X

Then, in 1953, Stalin died,.leaving no obvious.successor,
To protecf‘thé reglme _in this crisis, the party magnates closed
ranks and presénted a united front to the outside world. Stalin.
was condemned.posthumously for encouraging a non-Marxist '"cult
of personality." In its place the reglma.propoundednthemtheoxx
of "collective leagqxﬁhip." There was a mild "thaw" in the
mor6lithic control of life, permitting more independence than
hitherto. The extent to which growth of a managerial class made
this essential is much debated this side of the "iron curtain."
Meanwhile;—in the inner partx,01rcletﬂtheﬁnagnates Jockeyedﬂior
position. Some were purged, although there was no. eral purge
comparablé to that of the-1930's. At the time of this writing,
the star of Nikita Khrushchev (1894~ ) was clearly in the
ascendancy. There were no signs that the party was as yet per-

“suaded that the people were prepared to do voluntarily what the
party thought they should do, that, in other words, the state
might wither away.

To illustrate more fully some aspects of the ideology and
practice of the Soviet system,_two documents are pggggnied~be-

low ong,naxromlywpol;tlcal the other touc
non-Communist world would | beﬂggnsidered of only remote political

interest. Here the reader can find material relevant to the——
question posed earlier: in_what proportions is the Soviet re-
Zime Marxist, or Russian,.or.totalitarian? The first document
/ cénsists of selections from a speech on the Soviet congstitution /
[ delivered by Stalin to the Extraordinary Eighth Congress of

\_Soviets in 1936:
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