


Birkner: You were in Germany through Pearl Harbor? 

Herman: Yes, I was there. 

Birkner: So Germany declares war on the United States. Is that the end of the line for 

you? 

Herman: No, I was interned along with the embassy staff for six months, and then we 

were exchanged. 

Birkner: I didn't know this. Where were you interned? 

Herman: Bad Nauheim. It was a sort of summer hotel. It was okay. 

Birkner: What could you do during that six months? How did you occupy your time? 

Herman: Well, there were about a hundred or so people, and we just lived together as a 

community. We took what exercises we could, and we organized a so-called university 

and gave each other classes, that sort of thing. I was on the embassy staff because when a 

war broke out in 1939, the charge d'affaires asked me to come in and help out because 

they couldn't get any more staff when we took over the British and French interests. So I 

was on the staff for about two and a half years. At which time, I resigned my salary at 

the church because of the congregation dwindling away. 

Birkner: And you worked for the American embassy. Now, did you know that there 

were going to be efforts to exchange you? Did you know anything? 

Herman:Yeah, sure. Well, as much as we could know. There were negotiations 

constantly going on. George Kennon was in charge of those negotiations on our side. In 

the internment. Oh, yeah, I knew George very well. 

Birkner: And how did it work? Can you remember the scene when the word came 

through that you would be exchanged? Did the Germans give you a hard time, or were 

they very efficient in helping you get back to the country? 

Herman: They were proper. Because Germans were on this side under internment. 

Only they were at White Sulphur Springs. 

Birkner: Well, let's just take a minute or two to wrap it up. I wanted to know what 

happened to you when you came back to the States. 

Herman: Well, I started writing a book. Let's see. I was asked all over to lecture. Oh, I 

think the office - what became the World Council of Churches - they set me up on a 
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speaking tour across the country, and then I was invited to teach at Hamma Divinity 

School at Wittenberg University. 

Birkner: Did you do it? 

Herman: That was the second year. Yeah, I did that for a few months and then ass 

called up. Wild Bill Donovan. And sort of drafted me for ass. That shows I was a 

good Nazi, you understand. 

Birkner: So you worked for the ass during the war. 

Herman: Yes. 

Birkner: Where were you stationed? 

Herman: In London. 

Birkner: Wow! That's pretty exciting. 

Herman: I got bombed in Berlin and I got bombed in London! 

Birkner: Did you face some of those Nazi BU33 bombs? 

Herman: Sure. ah, yes. Dozens of them. 

Birkner: But you got through it okay. 

Herman: No. See? (laughs) 

Birkner: Were you a single man during the war? 

Herman: Yeah. 

Birkner: So you married after World War ll. Now you had to have married sometime 

between the end of the war and 1950, because I reckon your daughter must be about my 

age. 

Herman: Yeah, 45. 

Birkner: Where did you meet your wife? 

Herman: At Cornell University on one of my speaking tours. 

Birkner: And what were you speaking about? 

Herman: Hitler, I guess, or Germany or something 

Birkner: Was she a student at Cornell? 

Herman: She was studying at Cornell, yeah. 

Birkner: So you met your wife and courted her and got married. 

Herman:Yeah. 

Birkner: Now, with the war over, how were you making your living? 
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Herman: Well, I was invited to go back to Geneva on the staff of the World Council of 

Churches. Reconstruction. And then got into refugee resettlement. 

Birkner: And you did that work. 

Herman: Yes. This is stuff that goes on and on and on. 

Birkner: This is quite a story. I know you don't have time to tell it all now, but I hope 

there'll be a part two. Did you know a man named Spurgeon Keeny, who was a 

Gettysburg alumnus, class of '14? He was involved in refugee work for UNESCO for 

many years, and he was a very distinguished alumnus of the College. In fact, he was a 

Rhodes scholar as a Gettysburg graduate. You didn't run into him. 

Herman: No. 

Birkner: So you traveled a lot in your life. 

Herman: Yes, I was in charge of the Lutheran World Federation work in Latin America 

for about 10, 12 years. 

Birkner: You've had quite an amazing career. Where were you living when Linda was 

born? 

Herman: Geneva. She was born in Geneva. All our children were. 

Birkner: Does that make them citizens of Switzerland? 

Herman: No. Well, they could eventually apply, I think, but they were registered 

immediately as Americans. 

Birkner: How many children did you have? 

Herman: Four. 

Birkner: Is IVnda the oldest? 

Herman: No, she's the youngest. 

Birkner: She's the youngest! So they were born in the late 40s. 

Herman: She was born in ' 52, I think. 

Birkner: She would have been very young going to college, because she graduated in 

'72. 

Herman: That's about right. tl/c-k 41), L'I/7) "" /~ /\-'7~ c./P;) 1. 10"., ~ /1'~. ;I-7.r~J 

Birkner: Okay. So, final reflections. Have you had interaction with Gettysburg College 

on and off through your adult life? 
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Herman: Not as much as I'd liked to have had, but that's mostly because I've spent 

about 17 years in Europe, one way or another. And so I've just been out of ... 

Birkner: Have you written your memoirs? 

Herman: No. 

Birkner: Will you? 

Herman: No, I don't think so. 

Birkner: So maybe you're going to have to come back and tell me more on tape. 

Herman: I've written a number of things. I will have the diaries; I have about 70 years 

worth of diaries. 

Birkner: That's marvelous. 

Herman: And I've written all kinds of articles, but not autobiographical. 

Birkner: I hope when you go home, and insofar as you look through your old materials, 

if you ever have extra copies of your published articles and things, we'd love to have 

them to add to the collection. Anything that you can conveniently spare that relates to 

your life and experiences, we would be interested in, because you're a distinguished 

alum, and we're trying to build our collection around oral histories that we do of our 

distinguished alumni. We don't want to take anything that's dear and near to you, but if 

you had a second copy of an article you wrote, or something like that, that would be 

fantastic. 

Herman: Well, do you have any old Gettysburgians from the time I was in college? 

Birkner: We probably do; we have them right here. 

Herman: I wrote a column for quite a while. 

Birkner: That we would have. But I'm thinking in terms of the things you wrote as a 

professional. 

Herman: And the Lutheran magazine carried articles of mine for several years from all 

parts of the world where I traveled. 

Birkner: It's an amazing thing. Well, I think it's a wonderful squaring of the circle that 

that gentleman out there is here so you've got another generation of Hermans. David's 

out there, yeah. I'm going to quit now, so that you can have some freedom. 

[End of Tape 1 Side 2] 
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