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8. Jerusalem: Summary

Abstract
In this section an attempt has been made to sketch some of the most important developments of the first five
hundred years of Christian history. By the year 500 the Church had been for more than a century the only
legal religious institution in what remained of the Western Roman Empire, whose subjects were thus,
nominally at least, Christians. The Church was an essentially new institution in the Mediterranean World, one
with which no previous tribe, polis, nation, or empire had had to come to terms. Because of the position
which it enjoyed, the Church had called into existence a new problem, one which persists to this day in
Western Civilization: the problem of church and state. From the Roman Empire the Western Church had
borrowed the model for what was a large and effective organization, which had in the bishop a figure of great
influence, both civil and religious, both real and potential; and in the bishop of Rome one whose claims to
head the entire Church had already been advanced and in many ways supported. [excerpt]
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8 . Su mmary 

In t his sectio n an attempt h a s been ma de t o s k e ch s ome of 
the mos t important developme hts o f t he fi r s t fi v e hun4red years 
of Chri stia n h i s t o r y . By the yea r 500 t he Chu r ch ha d been f or 
more t han a century t he o n l y legal r e l igi ou s i nstitution i n what 
remained of t he Western Roman Empire ~ whos e s u b jec t s were t hus, 
nominally a t l eas t , Chr is tians . The Chur ch was an essen t ially 
new ins t i tut i on i n t he Medi t e r ranean l~rld 1 one wi t h whi ch no 
p r evious tr i be , polis , nati on , o r empire had had t o c ome t o terms. 
Because o f t he position which it enj oyed , t he Church ha d called 
into e x is t ence a new p r obl em , one wh i ch per sis ts t o this day in 
Wester n Civilization ~ t he p r ob lem o f church and s tat e .. From 
the Roman Empire the Wes t e r n Church had borr owed t he mode l f o r 
what was a lar ge a nd e f fec tive or g a n i zation , whi ch h a d in . the 
b i shop a figure o f gr eat influence, both c i v i l a n d religiou s, 
both real a nd potenti a l; and in t he b i s h op of Rome one whose 
claims to hea d the entire Church had a l r e a dy been a dvanced and 
in many wa y s suppor ted , 

By t he year 500 the gre a t ear ly per iod o f t h e o l o g i c a l formu­
lation -- an eff ort to i n t e r p r e t t he Chur ch t o t h e wor l d and the 
world to the Chur ch -- had jus t about come t o a n end . Di stilled 
into the creeds was a set o f o r t hodox beliefs -- a party l i ne, 
so to speak -- t he r esult of a s u stai n e d and i ntens e inte llectual 
e ffort that h a d p r oduced a n enor mous body o f liter ature . " This 
is the Cat hol i c Fa ith , " s aid t he At h a nasian Creed , " wh i ch except 
a man believe faithfully , h e c a n n o t be s aved . " Dogmat ic asser­
t ions such as thi s , made by men whose motives c anno be questioned, 
help to expl ain t he exis tence o f a not her p r oblem ess e ntial ly new 
to the Medi t e rra nean world and one wh i ch is not entirely absent 
from cont empor a r y We s t e r n Civilization ~ t he p r obl em o f h e r esy. 
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The cities of "Athens" and "Rome" as they have .been used 
in this chapter designate civilizations o f which t hese cities 
were significant centers . The same is not true of Jerusalem . 
Christiani t y was a religious faith which, its proponents said, 
was not irrevocably committed to any speci .fic civilization . 
This attitude is r elated to a built-in tension that is charac­
terist i c of Chr is tianity , aris i ng f r om the Christian ' s involve­
ment in this world and t he next world or, as Augustine put it, 
from involvement in two cities, the earthly and the heavenly . 
This tension led some men to shun the world as much as possible 
by withdr awing i nto monasteries to a life of meditation and 
prayer . Signifi cnatly, such withdrawal was the limit for them, 
because suicide , permissible from the St oic point of view, was 
a sin for the Christian. But this same t ension p r oduced ac­
tivity of a di ff e rent kind in other men, so that by the year 
500 no institution in the Western Roman World possessed the 
vitality and zeal displayed by the Christian Church . 

During the first five centuries of its exi stence, the re­
lationship of the Christian Chur ch with the Roman Worl d had been 
one of mutu al inte r action . Perhaps the most distinctive Chris­
tian doctrine applicable in society was love, held to be a re­
flection of t he love of God manifested in Jesus Christ, the 
very antithesis of the pride of Adam . But this love had to be 
interpreted and i mplemented . The interpretation and implemen­
tation did not always produce something radically different 
socially f r om what had preceded it . The Church did not succeed 
in abolishing slavery; it did not try . Its influence was more 
often felt in the counsel to owners to treat their slaves fairly. 
The Church did not succeed in abolishing war; its effort, par­
ticularly after the third century, was felt in the direction of 
trying to limit armed conflict to "jus t wars . " Perhaps the out­
standing area of t he Church's influence at this time was in 
providing help for t he needy and unfortunate members of society, 
whom· previous cultures had largely passed by. But the world 
also had its impact on the Church . As we have already seen, from 
the Hebrews the Chur ch had borrowed many of the attributes of 
its God, from the Romans the model for its organization, and 
from the Gr eeks the tool by which it fashioned a theology. It 
borrowed mor e .. Over against a rigidity in what it regarded as 
fundamentals must be considered the Chur ch's capacity to adapt 
itself to conditions that it could not or did not want to change. 
As we shall see in a later chapter, this flexibility meant the 
incorporation into Christian thought and practice of things that 
were not specifically Christian but which undoubtedly helped the 
Church in its mission . 

Finally, it should be noted that among the paradoxes which 
the Chr istian faith seemed to present there was one which was 
particularly applicable to the material of this chapter. While 
the devout Christian felt the tension arising from his involve­
ment in the earthly city and the heavenly city, he also felt 
that in Jesus Christ, the Incarnation of God , other tensions of 
long standi ng had been removed . For Christ, he believed, had 
bridged the gap between the ideal and the material which was 
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characteristic of Greek thought, the gap between the eternal law 
and the human law which was characteristic of Roman thought, and 
the gap between the past and the future which was characteristic 
of Hebrew thought . 
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