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Emily Francisco

The deer’s corpse drove by
in the back of a green

pickup truck. Its antlers
were marked with yellow tape,

and its still-moist mouth
slipped open, a tiny

cavern of black, dripping
cold saliva on dusty fur.

I watched its legs splayed
on the metal bed,

flanks once full of
fervor and movement

lying there, silent.
The car sped past, yet

a single thread connected
me to it, an iridescent vein,

linking my pulse
to the empty body.

Speak to me, I begged
through the windshield.

Tell me your secret,
your long-forgotten story.
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