Scholarship at Gettysburg College

Religious Studies Faculty Publications Religious Studies

2011

Bangladesh

Megan Adamson Sijapati
Gettysburg College

Follow this and additional works at: https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/relfac

b Part of the Asian Studies Commons, Hindu Studies Commons, and the Islamic Studies
Commons

Share feedback about the accessibility of this item.

Sijapati, Megan Adamson. "Bangladesh." Encyclopedia of Global Religion. Mark Juergensmeyer and Wade Clark Roof, eds. Los
Angeles: Sage Publications, 2011. pp. 116 - 117.

This is the publisher's version of the work. This publication appears in Gettysburg College's institutional repository by permission of
the copyright owner for personal use, not for redistribution. Cupola permanent link: https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/relfac/41

This open access encyclopedia article is brought to you by The Cupola: Scholarship at Gettysburg College. It has been accepted for
inclusion by an authorized administrator of The Cupola. For more information, please contact cupola@gettysburg.edu.


http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Frelfac%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://cupola.gettysburg.edu/?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Frelfac%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/relfac?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Frelfac%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/religion?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Frelfac%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/relfac?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Frelfac%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/361?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Frelfac%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1345?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Frelfac%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1346?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Frelfac%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1346?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Frelfac%2F41&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://docs.google.com/a/bepress.com/forms/d/1h9eEcpBPj5POs5oO6Y5A0blXRmZqykoonyYiZUNyEq8/viewform
mailto:cupola@gettysburg.edu

Bangladesh

Abstract

Bangladesh (formally the People's Republic of Bangladesh) is a Muslim-majority parliamentary democracy
located in South Asia. Originally called East Pakistan, it was created during the partition of India in 1947 as
the eastern wing of the country of Pakistan. Its name was later changed to East Bengal and then to Bangladesh
after its union with West Pakistan was broken following a bloody war of secession in 1971. [excerpt]
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BANGLADESH

Bangladesh (formally the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh) is a Muslim-majority parliamentary

democracy located in South Asia. Originally
called East Pakistan, it was created during the
partition of India in 1947 as the eastern wing of
the country of Pakistan. Its name was later
changed to East Bengal and then to Bangladesh
after its union with West Pakistan was broken fol-
lowing a bloody war of secession in 1971. It is
bordered to the south by the Bay of Bengal and by
India on all sides but the southeast, where it is
bordered by Burma. It straddles the Ganges-
Brahmaputra delta and is one of the most densely
populated regions in the world, with a population
of approximately 153.5 million people, 98% of
whom are ethnic Bengalis and speak Bengali (also
known as Bangla). Muslims constitute 83% of
Bangladesh’s population, making it one of the
largest Muslim countries, and one of the few
Muslim democracies, in the world. It is also home
to Hindus, who constitute approximately 16 % of
the total population.

The region of what is now Bangladesh under-
went processes of religious conversion to Islam
(from the local Hindu tradition) beginning in the
13th century with the arrival of Sufis in rural farm-
ing areas following the Turkish invasion. The area
was absorbed into the Mughal Empire in the 16th
century and later by the British Empire. Today, the
majority of Muslims in Bangladesh are Sunnr,
though there are small numbers of Shi'a Muslims,
mostly in urban areas. Sufi shrines are found
throughout Bangladesh, and local pirs (Sufi mys-
tics and saints) are important as figures of religious
veneration as well as political leadership in con-
temporary politics.

Bangladesh’s national politics has increasingly
involved a struggle over the role of Islam in the
state and society, as Islamist leaders and parties
such as the Jamaat-e Islami Bangladesh, the for-
mer counterpart of Pakistan’s Jamaat-e Islami,
founded by Maulana Mawdudi, gain increasing
support. In 1977, Bangladesh’s founding principle
of secularism was omitted from the constitution,
and in 1988, Islam was declared the state religion
of Bangladesh by a constitutional amendment.
This saw an increase in the government’s role in
defining the form and place of Islam within the
Bangladeshi state and society. In 2007, a military-
backed regime declared a state of emergency,
promising new democratic elections by the end of

2008.
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In recent decades, Bangladesh has seen a signifi-
cant rise in Islamic revivalism. Through increased
international travel and labor migration, particu-
larly to Gulf countries, many Bangladeshis gain
exposure to global movements of Islamism while
abroad, thus compelling increasing support for
Islamist movements at home. The Tablighi Jama’at,
a transnational Islamic reform movement originat-
ing in South Asia, is also active in Bangladesh.
With the continual rise in Islamism in recent years,
Bangladesh’s Hindu minority has decreased in size
as some have migrated to India, and the state’s
commitment to the protection of religious minori-
ties has come into question as attacks on Hindus
and Ahmaddiyas by Muslim extremists in the
country have risen.

Megan Adamson Sijapati

See also Ahmaddiya; India; Islam; Islamism (Political
Islam); Jamaat-e-Islami; Pakistan; South Asia; Sufism;
Sunnf Islam; Tabligh
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