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Customize Your Course Content with Open Educational Resources

Abstract
This half day workshop provides an overview of the current open textbook and OER landscape, including
information about copyright, fair use, open licensing, strategies for identifying open content, and models for
compiling open content for class use. We will also devote time to hands-on exploration of existing open
resources that could be used in your course or discipline. If you have been thinking about reworking your
required readings and are leaning toward more open materials, this workshop is the perfect time to explore the
possibilities. You will get the most out of this workshop if you come with a specific course or set of courses in
mind. All individuals who teach at the College and feel they would benefit from this workshop are welcome,
regardless of rank or type of appointment.

Keywords
OER, open education, faculty development, pedagogy

Disciplines
Scholarly Communication | Scholarship of Teaching and Learning

Comments
Workshops were offered on May 17 and 18, sponsored by the Johnson Center for Creative Teaching and
Learning

Creative Commons License
Creative
Commons
License
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 4.0 License.

This presentation is available at The Cupola: Scholarship at Gettysburg College: https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/librarypubs/66
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
[Before workshop: photocopy SPARC open education sheet, handout, and CC licenses for activity. Make sure you have good markers.]

Opening: Take a few minutes to reflect on your motivations for being here today (questions on handout)

Report out /share with other participants (use white board to capture topics/themes)

Share MY goals for the day (below) and workshop agenda (next slide)

My goals:
Be able to define and describe “open” in a more nuanced way
Become familiar with how open licenses work and feel better prepared to use and choose them in your own course preparation
Explore a small collection of OERs and move beyond the idea that OER=open textbook
Know how to begin searching for OERs that connect with your courses and course learning goals
Use evaluation tools to assess what you find
Be inspired to open your own teaching a little bit – or a lot!



1. Defining “open” 
2. A few examples 

  break 
3. Searching for OERs 
4. Evaluating OERs 
5. Remixing 
6. Closing reflection 

Untitled image from Pixabay licensed under CC0 1.0 

https://pixabay.com/en/list-checkbox-checked-tick-note-147904/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


What does “open” mean to you? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write responses on board



Open is... free as in “freedom” 

Untitled image from 
Pixabay licensed under 

CC0 1.0 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(hopefully participants will have touched on some of these)

Here are some ways that folks in the open community talk about “open”:

Free as in freedom - Because many people focus on the prohibitively high cost of textbooks and other learning materials, they often think of “free” as in “no payment of money” when defining open. This is true, but Open is more than “no cost” – it’s free in the larger sense, like freedom. Open means free to use in any way, not just to read.

https://pixabay.com/en/fist-freedom-freedom-of-expression-1294633/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Open is... free + permissions 

Retain 

Reuse 

Revise 

Remix 

Redistribute 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another way to think about this is to add permissions to the no-cost aspect (David Wiley). The 5 Rs of OER are Retain, Reuse, Revise, Remix, and Redistribute. We’ll talk about these more when we talk about open licensing.

The 5Rs of Openness (David Wiley https://opencontent.org/blog/archives/3221)

– Retain – the right to make, own, and control copies of the content
– Reuse – the right to use the content in a wide range of ways (e.g., in a class, in a study group, on a website, in a video)
– Revise – the right to adapt, adjust, modify, or alter the content itself (e.g., translate the content into another language)
– Remix – the right to combine the original or revised content with other open content to create something new (e.g., incorporate the content into a mashup)
– Redistribute – the right to share copies of the original content, your revisions, or your remixes with others (e.g., give a copy of the content to a friend)





Open is... a verb, not an adjective 

http://img01.deviantart.net/dd43/i/2010/027/0/5/that__s_what__s_happenin_by_essbeeone.jpg 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It can also help shift one’s perspective to think about open as a verb rather than an adjective. “To open” is so much more powerful because it’s an active verb that invites one to collaborate and innovate.




Open is... sharing 

“Cookie Monster Avatar” by Nonprofit Organizations is licensed under CC BY 2.0 / cropped from original    

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To work in an open way is to share – but in the best possible way. If you and I share a cookie, we each get half a cookie. But if you and I share information, we both have all the information. No one has less because they shared it. They haven’t given anything up. When you teach your students, you don’t diminish your own knowledge – in fact, you regularly talk about how much you learn from your students. This is the spirit I think about when I think about “open.”

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nonprofitorgs/10174117234
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nonprofitorgs/10174117234
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Open 

Open 
source 

Open 
pedagogy 

OER 

Open 
access 

Open is... multi-faceted 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Open is multifaceted – there are so many opens! Like...




Open Access 

“Open Access literature is 
digital, online, free of 
charge, and free of most 
copyright and licensing 
restrictions.” 
 

- Peter Suber 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Open access - If you’ve talked with me at all in the past 5 years, you’ve likely heard about open access, as The Cupola is Gettysburg’s open access institutional repository. Additionally, as authors, you hear about open access from publishers – usually as a scheme for them to make more money rather than as a public good. While today is not about open access, I thought it was worth mentioning the definition, because we tend to focus on the “free of charge” part and ignore the rest. The “free of restrictions” part is super important to today’s topic of OER – and we’ll talk more about licensing soon.



Open Source 

“Open source software is software 
that can be freely used, changed, 
and shared (in modified or 
unmodified form) by anyone.” 
 
                                            

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Open source – You may be familiar with this term, which refers to open code that can be reused by others. Even if you don’t code, you probably benefit from the open source ethos. Wikipedia is an open source project. Firefox is an open source web browser. Zotero is open source reference management software.




Open Pedagogy 

“Open pedagogy is the set of teaching and 
learning practices only practical in the 
context of the 5R permissions 
characteristic of open educational 
resources.” 
 

- Open Education Group 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Open pedagogy” is a little bit more specific and is definitely a newer iteration of these ideas that is having a “moment.” Open pedagogy is:
Student centered – in this model, students are actively and visibly participating in the construction of knowledge. They are not consumers of content but creators of it. This includes assessments – have you ever asked students to write exam questions?
Recognizes that knowledge is continuously created and revised, not simply downloaded into one’s brain
Turns courses into platforms for learning, collaboration, and engagement with the world outside the classroom
Contextualizes OER as something we do rather than something we find/adopt/acquire

Why do I have an airplane here? David Wiley says that if teachers use OER the same way we have been using commercial textbooks then we’re doing it wrong – it’s like driving an airplane down the road. Yes, airplanes have wheels and can travel on roads, but they are designed to fly fast, not drive. If you use open content with open teaching techniques, you can achieve something that looks really different. So I put the airplane on to remind us to strive to break free of current constraints.

Wiley, David. 2013. “What Is Open Pedagogy?” Iterating toward Openness. October 21. https://opencontent.org/blog/archives/2975.

So what does open pedagogy look like in a class?

Wikipedia assignments are a classic way to incorporate open scholarship into a course. Fantastic example is Murder, Madness, and Mayhem: Latin American Literature in Translation. Instructor’s goals had to do with improving and creating articles, and achieving Good and Featured status.

Noba Project has a competition for students to create short videos that address one of the suggested psychology topics or issues. 3 minutes or less. Creating the video engages and empowers the students... And content becomes part of the learning process for future students

Class-created textbook in early American literature

We could spend a whole workshop on this notion of “open pedagogy” and that’s not the session you signed up for today, so I’ll stop there. I just wanted to pique your interest in the potential to truly transform your teaching – not just make a slight adjustment – by exploring OERs. So let’s turn our focus to the OERs that we advertised today.

DeRosa, R and Robison S. 2017. From OER to Open Pedagogy: Harnessing the Power of Open. In: Jhangiani, R S and Biswas-Diener, R. (eds.) Open: The Philosophy and Practices that are Revolutionizing Education and Science. Pp. 115–124. London: Ubiquity Press. DOI:https://doi.org/10.5334/bbc.i. License: CC-BY 4.0
(Suggest for future reading/workshop – even investigate bringing authors to campus.)




Open Educational Resources (OERs) 

“freely accessible, openly 
licensed documents and media that are 
useful for teaching, learning, and assessing 
as well as for research purposes” 
 

- Wikipedia 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OERs. What they are...(definition)

What they are not...
Free to students but not really free (like paywalled content including library subscriptions, nytimes.com, or stuff you put in Moodle)
Freemium tools – like Evernote

ALSO - OER are still developing, and so might not be right for every course. Part of what we’ll wrestle with today is whether adequate materials are available for YOUR course.

Global OER logo: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/access-to-knowledge/open-educational-resources/global-oer-logo/ 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
OERs can be many, many things. Often people get stuck on thinking “open textbook” – but there is much more.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have you seen this logo before? Creative Commons has created a set of licenses which help content creators define how their work can be used and help content users know how works can be re-used. It is used a LOT in the open education community.

This is not the same as copyright! Remember, having copyright is like owning a house, and having a license is like renting it. CC licenses work in tandem with copyright protections. 

You’ve probably seen this licenses online, even if you didn’t understand them. Let’s sort the 6 licenses according to “openness.” [ACTIVITY]



Image from  Green, C. 2017. Open Licensing and Open Education Licensing Policy. In: Jhangiani, R S and Biswas-Diener, R. (eds.) Open: The 
Philosophy and Practices that are Revolutionizing Education and Science. Pp. 29–41. London: Ubiquity Press. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.5334/bbc.c. License: CC-BY 4.0 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How did you do?

This graphic draws a hard line between what it considers to be OER and not OER. Do you agree? If you create something and apply an ND license, is it still open? If you want to use open resources in a class and you assign something that is licensed ND, are you using OERs? There is room for disagreement here! 


Image from 
Green, C. 2017. Open Licensing and Open Education Licensing Policy. In: Jhangiani, R S and Biswas-Diener, R. (eds.) Open: The Philosophy and Practices that are Revolutionizing Education and Science. Pp. 29–41. London: Ubiquity Press. DOI: https://doi.org/10.5334/bbc.c. License: CC-BY 4.0



Image from 
“Understanding Free 
Cultural Works” by 
Creative Commons 
licensed by CC BY 4.0 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is another graphic that interprets CC licenses... This time it says that the green ones are “free cultural work” licenses and the yellow ones are not. This is even more hardcore than the previous one. 

Btw, Wikipedia uses CC BY-SA, which is considered a “free culture license.”

My goal is to make sure you don’t get hung up on these licenses at this stage. Just start being aware of them and thinking about how you’d like your own work to be treated. My experience has been that people’s feelings about them evolve as they become more comfortable with them. (Academics, in particular, are drawn to ND licenses because the idea of someone changing “their” work goes against the grain.)

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/freeworks/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/freeworks/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


OER EXAMPLES 
libguides.gettysburg.edu/scholcomm/oer517
  
 
 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explore this website and talk through what you find.
CC license on homepage
Offers textbook(s) with extras like instructor manual, PP slides, test bank
You can pick a ready-made textbook or build your own with modules
Also offers low-cost print versions – costing $10.05-$17.99 depending on # of pages
Very appropriate for Intro to Psychology, but not more focused courses. (There are LOTS of OERs for psychology...)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/biological-engineering/20-219-becoming-the-next-bill-nye-writing-and-hosting-the-educational-show-january-iap-2015/ 

This is an open course hosted at MIT’s OpenCourseWare site.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://eng111.iclarke.sites.gettysburg.edu/

Open reading list reated by Ian Clarke for Fall 2016 class at Gettysburg College



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is more of a traditional open textbook from PDXOpen (Portland State University).



“Vector cup of coffee” by Assassingr is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BREAK


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vector_cup_of_coffee.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Assassingr
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en


FINDING OER 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the messiest part of the project and potentially quite time-consuming. Try to stay focused because it’s easy to go down any number of rabbit holes when searching online. My advice is to PERSIST, ask for help (your friendly librarian awaits your call!), and limit the time of your “hunting trip.” I invited as many of your liaison librarians as I could, so you have some help for this part.

To help with focus, pull out your course learning objectives. Keep them in front of you as you try to find OERs that will help you achieve those learning goals. Know what course you are searching for and what learning goals you want to support with the OERs you find.

Also keep in mind that anything that is “open” can be an OER… that includes open access journals and books. (Wendy Piniak populates most of a course with PLOS One articles.)

Are you looking for textbooks? Other readings? Images? Assignments? 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I provided a few links where you might begin searching, but you can go anywhere. Talk briefly about:

Open Stax. An initiative of Rice University, funded by “venture philanthropy.”
Library of over 30 high quality free college textbooks in high impact courses.
These are meant to look like the $250 commercial textbooks – professionally authored, peer reviewed, classroom tested book PLUS homework library, quiz library, PP slides, etc.

Open Textbook Library - Like a library catalog for open textbooks. 
All have REVIEWS by faculty – just like amazon reviews with stars and written feedback.
Show Chuck Kann’s OER (in The Cupola) – with 4 reviews

Bccampus OpenEd. 10-year project (started in 2012) to create open learning materials for the 40 courses with highest enrollment in British Columbia. This site changes regularly. 

Teaching Commons (linked to from libguide) – OERs from institutions with Digital Commons repositories (like us)




Untitled image from 
Pixabay licensed under 

CC0 1.0 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ll search for 15-20 minutes. 

At end – briefly share what you found. Anything promising? Dead ends? Other leads to pursue?

https://pixabay.com/en/stopwatch-dial-timer-minute-watch-34108/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


EVALUATING OER 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you find them, you have to evaluate them. 



Untitled image from Pixabay licensed under CC0 1.0 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We all have an innate sense of what’s good and what’s bad... But let’s try to be specific. What are YOUR criteria for a good textbook or other course material?

David Wiley cautions us not to use the word “quality” when describing textbooks. That leads to focusing on superficial aspects like graphic design, color printing, etc. The better place to focus is on effectiveness. Quite a few studies have been done comparing student learning in courses using traditional “BPBs” (big publisher books) compared to OERs. The BPBs are prettier, but the students learn just as well with the OERs.

Wiley says the best metric for quality is effectiveness (how well students learn) coupled with money spent (by students). It’s really a classic cost-benefit ratio.

I linked to several checklists and rubrics that universities use to evaluate OERs. Pick one and use it to evaluate something you found today. (10-15 min) �

https://pixabay.com/p-153125/?no_redirect – public domain image
CC0 1.0 Universal (CC0 1.0) �Public Domain Dedication


https://pixabay.com/en/rating-stars-system-evaluation-153125/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


COMPILING & 
CUSTOMIZING OER 

“Remix” by Bill Benzon is 
licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want to end with a very brief section on remixing, which is a slippery slope to creating your own OER.

This does not have to be a big deal! Ian Clarke used a Wordpress site to create an open reading list. This is just one step further than linking to a bunch of readings in Moodle, but it’s a step that takes him across the line between “closed” and “open.” We have Wordpress available to anyone on campus, and Ed Tech offers regular training as well as individual consultations.

Photo: https://flic.kr/p/28xyMz 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/stc4blues/741731003/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/stc4blues/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
A lot of professors use Pressbooks, which is a WordPress plug-in used to produce digital-first books in many formats (MOBI which is for Kindle, EPUB which is for all other ebooks, PDF, and more). If you want your content to look a certain way, this is a DIY solution for graphic design and book development. If you have a manuscript or other content in Word, you can simply paste it into Pressbooks and begin.

…and if you’re interested in that, there is an open book called Authoring Open Textbooks: A Guide for People Who Want to Make Open Textbooks that is made with Pressbooks. (very meta) https://press.rebus.community/authoropen/ 

If you have created or customized a lot of content for your courses already, it may not be that much of a stretch to create your own customized learning materials for your class.�



“England - English Summer Woods” by Scott Wylie is licensed under CC BY 2.0  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re almost done. I put this photo in to force us to take a breath and also to remind us that summer is ahead. Summer is traditionally a time for refreshing and renewing, and for many teachers, that includes their courses. As we wrap up today, I invite you to take a few moments to reflect on what you thought about today and how you’d like to use it in your teaching. Some prompts are provided on your handout.


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:England_-_English_Summer_Woods_(7183006498).jpg
http://www.flickr.com/people/28041629@N00
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0


 
This work is licensed under a  

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice my CC license!

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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