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Agency History 
 

The Interfraternity Council and Pan-Hellenic Council were formed to help 

coordinate the activities between Greek organizations, to establish some uniform 

practices and expectations for the recruitment of members, and to promote the positive 

features of the Greek system to other campus constituencies, specifically the trustees, the 

faculty and the college administration. From the mid to late 1930s through the 1970s, the 

period covered primarily in this collection, the Greek system played a significant role in 

the social life of the campus and inevitably had great influence over the student political 

and social environment at the College.  During this period, roughly two-thirds of the 

students were fraternity or sorority members. 

The Interfraternity Council was formed initially, according to Professor 

Glatfelter’s A Salutary Influence, in 1916 to ease the growing tensions between 

fraternities. It gradually faded in importance during WWI, and was reorganized in a 

limited capacity in the 1920s. In 1935, alumni representatives of the ten national 

fraternities, including several faculty members, organized the Interfraternity Alumni 

Conference to assist fraternities with some existing problems regarding rush activity, 

chapter finances and the relationship between the fraternities and the college 

administration and faculty.  After World War II, the IFC had to deal with increased 

disapproval of fraternity activities from the faculty. In the 1950s, the Gettysburg College 

IFC chapter received several awards of recognition from the National Interfraternity 

Conference as ranking first among the IFCs in the nation’s small colleges. Initially, the 

Interfraternity Council included representatives from nine fraternities, and by the 1984-

1985 school year, the number had increased to twelve: Alpha Chi Rho, Alpha Tau 

Omega, Lambda Chi Alpha, Phi Delta Theta, Phi Gamma Delta, Phi Kappa Psi, Phi 

Sigma Kappa, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Sigma Chi, Sigma Nu, Tau Kappa Epsilon, and 

Theta Chi. 

The Pan-Hellenic Council was formed soon after sororities were reactivated in 

1935 and grew in membership and importance as the number of women students 

increased on the campus. The Council functioned in ways similar to those of the 

Interfraternity Council, dealing mainly with the establishment of rush procedures to be 

followed by all of the sororities. The Pan-Hellenic Council served as a judicial board to 

adjudicate disputes between sororities most often centered on real or perceived violations 

of the rush procedures. Initially, it contained representatives from only two sororities, but 

by the late 1970s would eventually grow to establish procedures for and coordinate 

activities for seven sororities: Alpha Delta Pi, Alpha Xi Delta, Chi Omega, Delta 

Gamma, Gamma Phi Beta, Sigma Kappa, and Sigma Sigma Sigma.    

 



Scope and Content 

 

  

The collection consists of correspondence, official minutes and other organizational 

details reviewing the activities of the Interfraternity Council and Pan-Hellenic Council, 

the two student coordinating bodies for the fraternities and sororities at Gettysburg 

College.  While the material covers IFC and Pan-Hellenic activity from the mid 1930s to 

the mid 1980s, the most complete section is from the 1940s to 1960s.  The Interfraternity 

Alumni Conference and National Interfraternity Council also have records in the 

collection, especially as these organizations related to the student IFC.  There is a great 

deal of information on the annual weekend get-together of various fraternity chapters at 

Gettysburg hosted by the IFC. Several studies and essays by the organizations are 

included, highlighting problems facing the fraternities and sororities, such as declining 

popularity, bad image, and discrimination policies that sparked debates between the 

national organizations and their college chapters. Researchers interested in day-to-day 

affairs of Greek organizations would find much here, as well as a look at the change in 

Greek life over the five decades covered by the material. 

 

Series Description 
 

The Collection is divided into five series, one series for each of the four 

organizations represented in the records with an additional series containing statistics 

compiled pertaining to the individual fraternities and sororities which make up the 

organizations.  

 Series I consists of the correspondence, minutes and other records of the 

Interfraternity Council from the late 1930s to the mid 1980s, with intermittent breaks in 

between. One of the main focuses is on the yearly conference which was held at 

Gettysburg every March, with materials consisting of pamphlets, programs, newspaper 

articles, and the correspondence related to the planning of the event.  

 Series II consists of records of the Interfraternity Alumni Conference, also known 

as the Alumni Interfraternity Conference, which as the name implies consisted of Alumni 

who sought to advise or otherwise aid the fraternity system at Gettysburg. 

 Series III consists of the records of the National Interfraternity Conference, with 

correspondence between the Gettysburg IFC and the National IFC Executive Committee 

and materials on the October meeting of the National group. 

 Series IV consists of the records of the Pan-Hellenic Council, with minutes, rush 

materials, Pan-Hellenic publications, and material relating to discrimination practices 

between the national sorority organization and individual chapters. 

 Series V is a collection of statistics regarding membership and academic ratings 

of sororities and the fraternities at Gettysburg College.  

 

Series Contents 

 

Box 1 

 

Series I: The Interfraternity Council  



 

Sub-Series A: IFC Minutes 

 

1/1: 1945-1951 minutes contained in a record book 

1/2: 1951-1959 minutes contained in a record book 

1/3: 1959-1962 minutes contained in a record book 

 

Box 2 
 

2/1: 1970-1971 IFC Minutes 

2/2: 1970-1972 IFC Minutes 

2/3: 1972-1973 IFC Minutes   

2/4: 1973-1974 IFC Minutes 

2/5: 1974-1975 IFC Minutes 

2/6: 1975-1976 IFC Minutes w/Letter from David Thomson and attached 

Residential Life Commission on Alcohol 

2/7: 1976-1977 IFC Minutes 

2/8: 1977-1978 IFC Minutes w/ IFC President’s Workshop Report 

2/9:  1978-1979 IFC Minutes 

2/10: 1983-1984 IFC Minutes 

2/11: 1984-1985 IFC Minutes 

2/12: 1985-1986 IFC Minutes 

2/13: 1986-1987 IFC Minutes 

2/14: 11/2/1987 and 4/18/1988 IFC Minutes 

 

Box 3 

 

Sub-Series B: Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

 

3/1: 1937 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/2: 1938 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/3: 1939 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/4: 1940 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/5: 1941 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/6: 1942 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/7: 1943 Interfraternity Weekend Materials  

3/8: 1947 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/9: 1948 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/10: 1950 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/11: 1951 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/12: 1952 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/13: 1953 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/14: 1954 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/15: 1955 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/16: 1956 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

3/17: 1957 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 



 

Box 4 
 

4/1: 1958 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

4/2: 1959 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

4/3: 1960 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

4/4: 1961 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

4/5: 1962 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

4/6: 1963 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

4/7: 1964 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

4/8: 1965 Interfraternity Weekend Materials 

 

Sub-Series C: Interfraternity Weekend Correspondence 

 

4/9: February 27, 1942 Letter Concerning the Interfraternity Weekend 

4/10: 1948 Interfraternity Weekend Correspondence 

4/11: 1949-1950 Interfraternity Weekend Correspondence 

4/12: 1951 Interfraternity Weekend Correspondence  

4/13: 1954 Interfraternity Weekend Correspondence 

4/14: 1956 Interfraternity Weekend Correspondence 

4/15: 1957 Interfraternity Weekend Correspondence 

 

Box 5 

 

5/1: 1958 Interfraternity Weekend Correspondence 

5/2: 1960 Interfraternity Weekend Correspondence 

5/3: 1961-62 Interfraternity Weekend Correspondence 

5/4: 1965 Interfraternity Weekend Correspondence 

 

Sub-Series D: Interfraternity Weekend Photos 

 

5/5: 1960 Interfraternity Weekend Photos 

5/6: 1961 Interfraternity Weekend Photos 

 

Sub-Series E: Fraternity Correspondence 

 

5/7: 1955, 1957 Fraternity Correspondence  

5/8: 1958 Fraternity Correspondence 

5/9: 1959 Fraternity Correspondence 

5/10: 1960 Fraternity Correspondence 

5/11: 1961 Fraternity Correspondence 

5/12: 1979-1983 Fraternity Correspondence 

 

Sub-Series F: Record of Fraternity Activities 

 

5/13: 1944 Material 



5/14: 1955 Fraternity Advisors List 

5/15: “Baird’s Manual” and “History of Fraternities at Gettysburg College” 

5/16: Untitled Writing about Fraternity History 

5/17: October 7, 1955 “Structure of the Interfraternity Council and Fraternity 

Government at Gettysburg College”  

5/18: 1961-1962 Summary of Fraternity Activities 

5/19: 1962-1963 Summary of Fraternity Activities 

5/20: 1963-1964 Summary of Fraternity Activities 

5/21: 1964-1965 Summary of Fraternity Activities 

5/22: 1965-1966 Summary of Fraternity Activities  

5/23: 1968-1969: Interfraternity Council Report 

5/24:  March 1975 “The Residential Life Commission Fraternity Study” 

5/25: March 1978, Report of the Fraternity Study Committee 

5/26: “Report of the Summer Study Group on Fraternities” 

5/27: “Fraternity Task Force Rush and Pledging Proposal” 

5/28: “Greek Life Statement of Purpose” 

 

Box 6 
 

Sub-Series G: Rush Rules and Documents 

 

6/1: “Memorandum on Fraternity and Sorority Rushing” by Ken Mott 

6/2: Untitled Paper on Deferred Rushing 

6/3: “A Report on the Question of Immediate or Deferred Rushing Student Affairs 

Committee” 

6/4: Unreadable Title for Paper on Deferred Rushing 

6/5: “IFC Rush Evaluation and “Working Paper on Changing Fraternity Rush” 

6/6: September 1967 “Gettysburg Deferred Rushing Program” 

6/7: May 11, 1955 Rushing Rules for 1955” and Freshman Date Book, Fall 1956 

6/8: “IFC Rushing Rules 1957”  

6/9: “IFC Rushing Rules for 1960” 

6/10: “IFC Rushing Rules for 1961” 

6/11: “IFC Rushing Rules for 1962” 

 

Sub-Series H: Fraternity Forms 

 

6/12: 1985-1987 Fraternity Forms 

 

Series II: Interfraternity Alumni Conference   

 

Sub-Series A: Minutes 

 

6/13: 1935 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 

6/14: 1936 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 

6/15: 1937 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 

6/16: 1938 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 



6/17: 1939 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 

6/18: 1940 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 

6/19: 1941 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 

6/20: 1942 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 

6/21: 1943 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 

6/22: 1944 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 

6/23: 1945 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 

6/24: 1946-1947 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 

6/25: 1947-1952 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes, in Record Book 

 

Box 7 
 

7/1: 1958-1959 Alumni Interfraternity Council and Executive Committee Minutes 

7/2: 1961 Interfraternity Alumni Conference Minutes 

 

Sub-Series B: Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence  

 

7/3: 1935 Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence 

7/4: 1938-1943 Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence 

7/5: 1946-1947 Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence 

7/6: 1948-1949 Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence 

7/7: 1950 Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence 

7/8: 1951 Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence 

7/9: 1953 Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence 

7/10: 1954 Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence 

7/11: 1955 Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence 

7/12: 1956-1958 Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence 

7/13: 1959 Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence 

7/14: 1960-1961 Interfraternity Alumni Correspondence 

 

Sub-Series C: Miscellaneous Interfraternity Alumni Conference Documents  

 

7/15: Constitution and Roster of Interfraternity Alumni Council  

7/16: Interfraternity Alumni Conference Luncheon Meeting 

7/17: Handwritten Materials 

7/18: Alumni Council Dinner Materials  

7/19: Alumni Press Release, 1935 

7/20: October 8, 1959 Memo to Fraternity Presidents 

7/21: Alumni-Faculty-Undergraduate Advisory Committee and “Fraternities-

What are they?” and Fraternities Advisors List 

 

Box 8 

 

Series III: National Interfraternity Conference 
 

Sub-Series A: Minutes 



 

8/1: January 1953-1954 National Interfraternity Conference Executive Committee 

Minutes 

8/2: 1953 National Interfraternity Conference Minutes 

8/3: 1954 National Interfraternity Conference Minutes 

8/4: 1955 National Interfraternity Conference Minutes 

8/5: 1956 National Interfraternity Conference Minutes 

8/6: 1957 National Interfraternity Conference Minutes 

 

Sub-Series B: Correspondence 

 

8/7: 1941-1943 National Interfraternity Conference Correspondence 

8/8: 1953 National Interfraternity Conference Correspondence  

8/9: 1954 National Interfraternity Conference Correspondence 

8/10: 1956 National Interfraternity Conference Correspondence 

 

Sub-Series C: Papers 

 

8/11: 1953 National Interfraternity Conference Papers 

8/12: 1954 National Interfraternity Conference Papers 

8/13: 1955-1956 National Interfraternity Conference Papers 

8/14: 2 Studies on Deferred Rushing 

8/15: Biography of John H. Frizzel 

8/16: Homecoming Meeting Reminder and Treasurer’s Report 

8/17: Handwritten Notes 

 

Box 9 

 

Series IV: Pan-Hellenic Council 

 

Sub-Series A: Minutes 

 

9/1: 1970 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/2: 1971 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/3: 1972 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/4: 1973 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/5: 1974 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/6: 1978 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/7: 1979 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/8: 1980 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/9: 1981 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes  

9/10: 1982 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/11: 1983 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/12: 1984 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/13: 1985 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/14: 1986 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 



9/15: 1987 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

9/16: 1988 Pan-Hellenic Council Minutes 

 

Sub-Series B: Pan-Hellenic Rush Materials 

 

9/17: Rush Rules for various years 

9/18: Rush Procedures 

9/19: Rush Survey, 1966-1970 

9/20: Proposals for Quota Limitation Improvement 

9/21: Formal Rush Roster 

9/22: 1972 Rush Statistics 

9/23: Pan-Hellenic Packet Introducing Sororities  

9/24: Rush Forms 

9/25: Pan-Hellenic Rushing Guide 

 

Box 10 
 

Sub-Series C: Discrimination-Debate Information 

 

10/1: Gettysburg College Statement on Discriminitory Practices 

10/2: Ad Hoc Committee Report of National Relations 

10/3: 1968 Newspaper Articles 

10/4: April 4, 1968: Institutional Relations with Pan-Hellenic Groups 

10/5: Discrimination Policy- Related Correspondence 

 

Sub-Series D: Pan-Hellenic Publications 

 

10/6: Pan-Hellenic Constitution  

10/7: 1987 Pan-Hellenic News 

10/8: 1968-1971 Sorority Handbooks 

 

Series V: Shared Statistical Data 

 

Sub-Series A: Scholastic Ratings 1949-1987 

 

10/9: 1949-1959 Scholastic Ratings 

10/10: 1960-1969 Scholastic Ratings 

10/11: 1970-1979 Scholastic Ratings 

10/12: 1980-1989 Scholastic Ratings 

 

Sub-Series B: Fraternity Ratings 1925-1948 

 

10/13: Fraternity Ratings 

 

Sub-Series C: Fraternity Statistics 1959-1984 

 



10/14: Fraternity Statistics  

10/15: Fraternity Membership 1983-84 
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