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Abstract Abstract 
The First World War Letters of H.J.C. Peirs is a digital history project that publishes the letters of a British 
World War I officer 100 years to the day they were written. By telling the story of one person, we have 
aimed to humanize a dehumanizing war and supported the effort to commemorate the centennial of the 
conflict. While the project was conceived with pedagogy in mind, it has grown beyond the letters and 
crossed boundaries: from the analog to the digital, from the classroom to the public, and from the 
archives to the field. 

Keywords Keywords 
digital humanities, digital history, world war i, archives, memory 

Disciplines Disciplines 
Digital Humanities | European History | Military History 

Comments Comments 
This presentation was given at the Bucknell University Digital Scholarship Conference in Lewisburg, PA on 
October 6, 2018. 

Creative Commons License Creative Commons License 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 4.0 License. 

This conference material is available at The Cupola: Scholarship at Gettysburg College: 
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/librarypubs/99 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/librarypubs/99


RUNNING WIRES
Digital History in the Classroom and the Field

Ian Isherwood, Amy Lucadamo, R.C. Miessler
Gettysburg College

Bucknell University Digital Scholarship Conference
October 6, 2018

#budsc18 #s1a // @jackpeirs // #teampeirs

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


#TeamPeirs
Ian Isherwood ‘00
Assistant Professor 
Amy  Lucadamo ‘00
College Archivist
R.C. Miessler
Systems Librarian

#budsc18 #s1a // @jackpeirs // #teampeirs

Jenna Fleming ‘16
(2014-2016)
Kevin Lavery ‘16
(2014-2016)
Melanie Fernandes ‘17
(2016-2017)

Meghan O’Donnell ‘18
(2016-2018)
Jesse Campana ‘18
(2018)
Abigail Winston ‘19
(2018-Present)



Hugh John Chevallier “Jack” Peirs (1886-1943)

#budsc18 #s1a // @jackpeirs // #teampeirs



#budsc18 #s1a // @jackpeirs // #teampeirs

From the Analog to the Digital



From the Analog to the Digital

#budsc18 #s1a // @jackpeirs // #teampeirs

http://jackpeirs.org/maps/1918-2/
http://jackpeirs.org/maps/1918-2/


#budsc18 #s1a // @jackpeirs // #teampeirs

From the Analog to the Digital

http://arcg.is/1DSayq
http://arcg.is/1DSayq


From the Analog to the Digital
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From the Archives to the Field
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From the Archives to the Field

June/July 2016: 100th anniversary of the Battle 
of the Somme

March 2018: 100th anniversary of the German 
Spring Offensive and the defense of Le 
Verguier

● Field research - sites in France and Belgium 
where Peirs spent time in 1916 & 1917

● Archival research - National Archives in 
London, the Surrey History Centre in Woking

● Photographic survey of Peirs-related sites 
in London and Carshalton

● Funded by a Research and Professional 
Development Grant from the Office of the 
Provost

● Field research - sites in and around Le 
Verguier specific to the 8th Battalion’s 
movements in March 1918

● 3 Skype calls back to students in Gettysburg 
and 7 Facebook Live sessions

● Making connections with local people
● Funded by crowdfunding campaign 

facilitated through the Department of 
Development, Alumni, and Parent Relations
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“So that’s that.”
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