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Research Help Desk and Class Observation

Abstract
As of today, I’ve officially been alone on the Research Help Desk for two weeks! At first it was a little
intimidating, but by using the research and citations guides I’ve been able to handle every questions I’ve
gotten so far. During my desk shifts, I’ve also been studying readings about ebooks, collection, and weeding, as
well as getting better acquainted with the databases. I decided to study databases that were in disciplines that I
hadn’t encountered in my academic career, so I spent a lot of time in resources like Bio1 and LexisNexis. My
favorite database that I’ve found so far has probably been DAPL, which can be difficult to search, but has many
museum like exhibitions that provide unique insights into American History. [excerpt]
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Disciplines
Library and Information Science

Comments
The Interns at Gettysburg College’s Musselman Library captured their internship experiences since the spring
of 2011. Over time the blog has featured Fortenbaugh, Smith, and Holley interns. They shared updates on
semester long projects, responded to blogging prompts, and documented their individual intern experience.
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Research Help Desk and Class Observation 
March 2, 2018  
by Elli Vega 
 
Hello again! 

As of today, I’ve officially been alone on the Research Help Desk for two weeks! At first it was 
a little intimidating, but by using the research and citations guides I’ve been able to handle every 
questions I’ve gotten so far. During my desk shifts, I’ve also been studying readings about 
ebooks, collection, and weeding, as well as getting better acquainted with the databases. I 
decided to study databases that were in disciplines that I hadn’t encountered in my academic 
career, so I spent a lot of time in resources like Bio1 and LexisNexis. My favorite database that 
I’ve found so far has probably been DAPL, which can be difficult to search, but has many 
museum like exhibitions that provide unique insights into American History. 

Today is also the day that I’ve observed my first library session. I decided to observe an 
environmental science class, which exposed me to the Environment Complete database and the 
PLOS One citation style. The library session was well balanced between group instruction and 
research time, and much of the session focused on refining search terms so that students got 
results specific to the subject they’re researching. Next week, I’ll be observing a music class, so 
I’m excited to see what that holds in store. 

Until next time, 
Elli Vega 
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