"I spent my whole summer's wages... on books alone": Gettysburg College
Student Textbook and Course Materials Survey

Abstract

We've all heard stories of students struggling with textbook costs, but how do our students cope when the
price gets too high? Modeled after the Student Textbook and Course Materials Survey conducted by
Florida Virtual Campus, Musselman Library’s course materials survey sought to uncover how textbook
costs impact the success of Gettysburg College students. Results give insight into participants’
perceptions of how much money they spend, the strategies they use to reduce costs, and the effects of
the cost of course materials on their academic success. Attendees will leave the presentation with a
greater understanding of the whole Gettysburg College community and ideas for next steps.
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Anything else to
say’?

For the final question in our survey (other than the demographics questions) consisted of a
completely open free text field. We asked participants if they had anything else to say, and,
perhaps unsurprisingly, they did.

We saw some repeated themes. We're going to share some quotes from our students here,
and in order to do that, Sarah is going to come up and share the mic with me. I'll tell you a
little about these ideas we heard, and she'll read the quotes out loud in case anyone has
trouble seeing them.
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"Teac] hould trv to look f

cheaper materials and

books that cover the same content
to help their students."

First: participants shared their ideas about who was responsible for the high cost of books.
Sometimes they assigned blame, or suggested a solution, or just expressed their frustration
with a particular system. Some students viewed the problem broadly—pointing at textbook
publishers or the College very generally. Others suggested that it was the responsibility of
their professors or academic departments.
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