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Fearless Friday: Anna Perry

Abstract

This week, Surge is recognizing Anna Perry "21. Anna is a physics major with minors in philosophy and peace
and justice studies. They work for the Center for Religious and Spiritual Life, complete research in the physics
and philosophy departments, work with the Women’s and LGBTQ+ Resource Center, and are a D] for Voice
of a Generation radio show. [excerpt]
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Comments

Surge is a student blog at Gettysburg College where systemic issues of justice matter. Posts are originally
published at surgegettysburg.wordpress.com Through stories and reflection, these blog entries relate
personal experiences to larger issues of equity, demonstrating that —isms are structural problems, not actions
defined by individual prejudice. We intend to popularize justice, helping each other to recognize our biases
and unlearn the untruths.
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[VERB 1:to move suddenly or powerfully forward or upward

FEARLESS FRIDAY- ANNA PERRY

February 22, 2019

This week, Surge is recognizing Anna Perry '21. Anna is a physics major with minors in philosophy and
peace and justice studies. They work for the Center for Religious and Spiritual Life, complete research in
the physics and philosophy departments, work with the Women’s and LGBTQ+ Resource Center, and are
a DJ for Voice of a Generation radio show.

Last year, Anna was involved in many more clubs on campus, but has taken a step back to prioritize their
wellbeing, recognizing that doing that is a radical step in itself. They are also now focused on elevating
the lives of trans and non-binary people in the work of social justice. They have done this by creating
strong and welcoming social spaces for LGBTQ+ students on campus and by challenging problematic
gender and racial norms on Voice of a Generation.

As a gender non-binary student, Anna often feels like it's a fight to stay on campus. Yet, they say what
keeps them going is “the people who have been fighting to create change for centuries.” Anna feels a
sense of duty to continue what others have been working to advance for so long. Anna says that their
experiences have taught them, “If | don’t stand up for myself, no one will, and that if | see myself as a
victim, | will remain a victim.”

In addition to this important work, Anna is committed to being a strong ally to people with marginalized
identities different than their own.

Members of the LatinX House share their appreciation for Anna’s efforts:

“Anna has taken the time to learn about, understand and appreciate our LatinX culture. They are a
supportive, welcoming, smart, and funny friend who is, most of all, a great listener who is aware of their
privilege as a white person. They do not try to victimize themselves, excuse their whiteness or get stuck in
feelings of white guilt. Instead, they use their privilege to amplify problematic issues that marginalized
students often address, but have not been heard. We love and acknowledge Anna’s defiance to societal
norms, recognizing their identities and body are forms of protests in themselves. We love you, Anna!
Despite all the difficulties that you have to overcome daily on this campus, please keep being the person
who follows their heart!”
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