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An Early Black Cemetery on York Street

Abstract
Many are familiar with William H. Tipton, a well-known local photographer who recorded iconic views of the
town, battlefield, and monuments surrounding Gettysburg. What many people may not know is that Tipton
built a house in the early 1900s right on top of Gettysburg’s first African-American cemetery. [excerpt]
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An early black cemetery on York Street
 Many are familiar with William H. 

Tipton, a well-known local photogra-
pher who recorded iconic views of the 
town, battlefield, and monuments sur-
rounding Gettysburg. What many peo-
ple may not know is that Tipton built 
a house in the early 1900s right on top 
of Gettysburg’s first African-American 
cemetery.

 Before the house at 311 York St. was 
constructed, the property was filled with 
tombstones of prominent members of 
Gettysburg’s black community. As his-
torian Betty D. Myers points out in her 
book, “Segregation in Death: Gettys-
burg’s Lincoln Cemetery,” early mem-
bers of the black community purchased 
a lot on York Street in 1828 for the pur-
pose of establishing a cemetery.

 Historic maps of Gettysburg from 
1850, 1858, and 1872 show the cem-
etery on York Street. In 1863 during the 
Battle of Gettysburg, Andrew Schick 
remembered that Confederate soldiers 
who died at St. James Lutheran Church 
were taken “to the colored graveyard 
and buried.” In 1868, Jack Hopkins, 
Janitor of Pennsylvania (now Gettys-
burg) College, was buried in the York 
Street Cemetery after “one of the largest  
witnessed here for years.”

 In 1906, the congregation of St. 

Paul’s A.M.E. Church in Gettysburg 
voted to abandon the cemetery and 
move identified graves and headstones 
to the Lincoln Cemetery across town. A 
survey was done of the existing head-
stones and the congregation eventually 
sold the property to William H. Tipton. 
Among those whose stones recorded 
were: Abraham Brian, a well-known 
farmer who lived near the site of Pick-
ett’s Charge; Clara Diggs, a black resi-
dent of South Washington Street whose 
property was excavated in 2007 by ar-
cheologists before new homes were 
built on the site; John A Disnick, John 
W. Watts, and John Redding, all vet-
erans of the Civil War; and Violet and 
Valentine Watts, the parents of Lloyd 
F.A. Watts who was a prominent mem-
ber of Gettysburg’s black community 

for many years.
 Like most cemetery abandonments, 

many bodies were left behind. This 
cemetery was in full operation from 
about 1828 until the establishment of the 
Goodwill Cemetery (now called Lincoln 
Cemetery) in the late 1860s. For this 
period of about forty years there were 
probably well over 100 black citizens 
interred at the York Street Cemetery. In 
1906, only 36 headstones existed.

 When William Tipton broke ground 
for his new two-story brick house on 
York Street, he disturbed dozens of 
graves. Bessie Lutz, who lived just 
across the street, remembered that 
“bones were found—which were placed 
in a box  back of the stove & when dry 
were burned.” This alleged desecration 
of human remains is deplorable, but 
the saddest part of the story is that this 
cemetery has been almost completely 
forgotten. I hope that one day this site 
will be preserved and properly marked. 
There can be no doubt that some of Ad-
ams County’s earliest African American 
citizens are still buried at 311 York St. 
in someone’s backyard.

Andrew I. Dalton is a volunteer with 
the Adams County Historical Society 
and a member of the Gettysburg College 
Class of 2019.

Winter prep and snow removal 
The first snow 

fall is here. Let’s 
discuss some tips 
for the season and 
shoveling snow in 
order to avoid an 
injury.

As the tempera-
tures drop, you 
want your heating system working 
properly. Have it checked in advance. 
In case the electric becomes interrupt-
ed, make sure you have plenty of extra 
blankets and flashlights in each room. 
It’s a good idea to have non-perishable 
food and bottled water in your home. 
Shovels and salt are essentials, too. 

Push shovels or ones with ergonomic 
handles are helpful because they’re 
easier on your body. Have a plan in 
place for snow removal.

Prior to going outside, do some gen-
tle stretches to loosen up your entire 
body. Look left and right 10 times. Do 
some shoulder shrugs and arm circles. 
Gently stretch your entire body to pre-
pare for shoveling. Bundle up, wearing 
layers. Be sure to wear a hat and boots 
with good traction. Start to shovel ear-
ly in the storm to stay on top of the 
accumulation. Removing 1-2 inches of 
snow is much easier than trying to re-
move deeper amounts of snow. It can 
also become heavy when it gets packed. 

Push the snow rather than lift it.
When you must lift, there are tech-

niques to follow in order to avoid in-
jury. Grip one hand close to the blade 
and the other one higher on the shovel 
handle. Bend at the knees and keep 
your back straight. Do not twist your 
back. Walk or push the snow to where 
you’re placing it rather than tossing it.

Remember to stay hydrated. Listen 
to your body. You don’t want to be-
come overly cold or tired. Pace your-
self and take frequent rest breaks.

Amy Boyer Thomas, COTA/L, B.S.E. 
is a clinician at Transitions Healthcare 
located at 595 Biglerville Road, Get-
tysburg.

What expenses will you incur when investing?
You invest so that you can achieve a 

variety of goals, such as a secure retire-
ment. It’s inevitable, though, that you will 
incur some costs when investing, ranging 
from payments to a inancial professional 
to costs of educational materials. So it’s 
a good idea to familiarize yourself with 
these expenses. 

If you work with a inancial profession-
al – and you should, because the invest-
ment world is complex – you will need to 
compensate this individual for his or her 
expertise and guidance. Financial advi-
sors get paid in different ways, including 
the following methods: 

Fee only — Fee-based accounts may 
charge a fee as a percentage of your to-
tal portfolio. For example, if an account 
charges 1.5 percent per year, and your 
original account balance was $100,000, 
you’d pay a $1,500 fee. The next year, if 
your account value goes up to $110,000, 
you’d pay $1,650. This arrangement 
could function in different ways. For 
example, a inancial advisor could work 
with you to create an overall strategy, 
consult with you on individual transac-
tions and then carry out those transac-
tions. Alternatively, the account could be 
a discretionary one, in which you grant 
the advisor the right to make all the deci-
sions on your behalf. 

A second fee-based arrangement is the 
per-hour charge, in which an advisor will 

charge you an agreed-upon amount per 
hour, then leave it up to you to implement 
his or her recommendations.

Commission only — Under this mod-
el, the inancial advisor’s compensation 
consists of the commission he or she gets 
from the products you purchase. Some 
commission-based advisors may suggest 
trades to help you follow an overall i-
nancial strategy, while others may simply 
make the transactions that you’ve decided 
upon after consulting with them. 

Which of these payment methods is 
best? There’s no one right answer for 
everyone. Your choice may ultimately 
depend on several factors, such as how 
involved you want to be in choosing 
your own investments, how frequently 
you plan to trade, how often you’d like 
to consult with an advisor, and so on. In 
any case, before you start working with a 

inancial advisor, make sure you clearly 
understand how he or she is paid.

Apart from whatever costs are con-
nected to working with a inancial advi-
sor, you may incur other expenses while 
investing. Some types of investments car-
ry fees and expenses, which may or may 
not be included in the compensation your 
inancial advisor receives. Your advisor 
should clearly explain the costs associ-
ated with all investments and investment 
programs. 

One other area in which you may tack 
on expenses is through investment-related 
educational materials. For example, you 
might subscribe to an investment news-
letter, or purchase books or magazines 
related to investing. Even if you work 
with a inancial advisor, there’s certainly 
nothing wrong with educating yourself as 
broadly as possible about investment is-
sues. Keep in mind, though, that any rec-
ommendations you read about are only 
intended for a general audience and may 
not apply to your individual situation.

As you invest through the years, al-
ways be aware of expenses and from 
where they originate. After all, you want 
to make educated decisions about every 
aspect of investing – including its costs.

Frank C. Pizzuto, AAMS, Edward 
Jones, 249 York St., Gettysburg, 717-
337-2556; frank.pizzuto@edwardjones.
com.

Be supportive; the rest is up to your friend 
Dear Annie: A friend of mine has 

Type 2 diabetes and an eating disorder. 
Recently, she visited the doctor and her 
blood pressure and blood sugar levels 
were extremely high. The doctor spoke 
to her about the consequences of her 
diet, and after the visit, she spoke to his 
nurse. She was told that if she keeps her 
blood sugar under 200, she doesn’t need 
to worry and the doctor won’t be mad 
at her.

She came away from the visit with a 
determination to do a better job with her 
diet. But within a week, she went back 
to eating the “banned” food items. She 
tests herself and thinks that levels in the 
190s are OK.

I have been trying to work with her 
on her diet. I have introduced her to bet-
ter food choices. I listen to her and give 
advice when the opportunity comes up. I 
have made the decision to keep the lines 
of communication open by not criticiz-
ing her choices. Is there anything I ought 
to be doing? -- The Listener

Dear Listener: Not really. You are 
being supportive without enabling. 
You might ask her to join you in an 
exercise class or a morning walk. 
Physical activity can help enormously. 
And you can suggest that she contact 
a dietician for help with her nutrition, 

and the American Diabetes Associa-
tion (diabetes.org) for information, 
resources and support. The rest is up 
to her.

Dear Annie: My wife and I have been 
married for 46 years and have been hap-
py for most of it.

We recently traveled to North Caroli-
na to celebrate the holidays with family 
and friends. It was also my 71st birth-
day, so it was especially lovely, and I 
received some nice gifts. My wife gave 
me a $50 debit card, which I greatly ap-
preciated.

However, when we were driving home 
after the turkey dinners, golf, shopping, 
visiting, etc., it was time to fill up the 
car. My wife insisted that I pay for the 
$29 in gas with my birthday debit card.

Do you think that was a reasonable 

thing for her to do? My wife earns twice 
what I do. I always buy her beautiful 
and expensive gifts for her special occa-
sions. -- Still in Love

Dear Still: Your wife made the uni-
lateral decision that the gift card was 
for both of you and should be spent on 
joint needs. This makes it less of a gift 
than you anticipated, and we agree 
that it was unfair. It has nothing to do 
with who earns more money. Had you 
paid for the gas without using the deb-
it card, you would have been out the 
same $29, but that is beside the point. 
Spending it on gas should have been 
your choice, not hers.

Does your wife do this sort of thing 
often? Speak up and let her know it 
bothered you. Tell her that it is not a 
gift if someone else determines when 
it is spent and for what. Thank her 
again for being so generous and ask 
her to please not do this again.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy 
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime ed-
itors of the Ann Landers column. Please 
email your questions to anniesmail-
box@creators.com, or write to: Annie’s 
Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate, 737 
3rd Street, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. 
You can also find Annie on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/AskAnnies.

Bourbon tourism on record-
breaking pace in Kentucky

FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) 
— Bourbon tourism is on a re-
cord-setting pace in Kentucky 
as more people visit the state’s 
distilleries.

The Kentucky Distill-
ers’ Association says nearly 
900,000 guests visited the 
Kentucky Bourbon Trail and 
Kentucky Bourbon Trail Craft 
Tour in 2015.

KDA President Eric Grego-
ry says the tourism attraction 
has more than doubled its at-
tendance in ive years.

Bourbon tourists, on aver-
age, spend $1,000 on their 
trip, according to a study by 
the University of Louisville. 
The study says more than 85 
percent are from outside Ken-
tucky.

KDA says the Kentucky 
Bourbon Trail tour, which 
showcases nine distilleries, set 

a new milestone with 762,009 
visits in 2015.

The Kentucky Bourbon 
Trail Craft Tour drew 133,864 
visits among 10 participating 
distilleries.

Gregory predicts the tours 
will reach a milestone of 1 
million visits in 2016.
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Mr. and Mrs. 
Doug and Sandy 
Stukel of Burke, 
SD are pleased 
to announce the 
engagement of 
their daughter, 
Bridget Anne 

Stukel of Burke, 
SD to Ian Padraic 
Fallon, formerly 
of Gettysburg, 

PA and currently 
of Randolph, 

Nebraska. He is 
the son of the Reverend Dr. Derrick and 

Pam Fallon of Randolph, Nebraska.
Bridget is a Senior, majoring in 

Psychology at Creighton University 
in Omaha, Nebraska. She is currently 
employed at Creighton University’s 

Schlegal Center for Service and Justice.
Ian graduated cum laude from Creighton 

University in May of 2015 and 
will be attending Law School

in the fall of 2016.
He is currently employed at 
Heartland Workers’ Center 

in Omaha, Nebraska as a 
Community Organizer.
A May 2016 wedding

is being planned.
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