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The Personality and Psychology of Chen Zi-Ang, a Fiery, Noble Warrior and Martyr
Tzl z AR LIE)

Abstract

From the perspective of psychology, personality refers to the long-term, significant pattern in which a
person perceives themselves while responding to others and the world. In the vast majority of situations,
a person’s experiences at and before age twenty-five, in addition to their reactions to these situations,
have a significant impact over their personality and psychology. In the vast majority of cases, the
significant sources of these experiences are the substantial impacts of familial circumstances and early
professional interactions, in addition to their broader social-historical worlds. Chen Zi-Ang the martyr was
in the human realm for forty or forty-one years when counting his actual age. One of the reasonable
chronological divisions thus divides according to these years: childhood — age zero to twelve; early
adolescence — thirteen to seventeen; late adolescence — eighteen to twenty-one; early adulthood —
twenty-two to thirty-four; early middle age — thirty-five until Chen Zi-Ang was “harmed to death” (Du Fu)[1]
in prison because of the brutal and ferocious persecution imposed on him. Chen Zi-Ang’s personality and
psychology was largely stable when he was twenty-five-year-old, when he was in early adulthood. | agree
with the scholar and author Wang Zhi-Qing’s observation that Chen possessed the characteristics of
“fierceness;"[2] he “sometimes further demonstrated a dumbfounding boldness and spicy defiance.”[3] |
also agree with this observation of Wu Huai-Dong, another scholar and author: one of Chen’s
characteristics was his possession of “firmness and ferocity.”[4] As for the personality and psychology of
Chen Zi-Ang, | mainly consult these two American psychologists: Dr. Kathy Rae Berenson and Dr. Kathleen
Cain, while I also take the advice from these two other American psychologists: Dr. Katherine Bradley and
Dr. Daniel McCall. Then, from the perspective of psychology, | thus summarize Chen Zi-Ang's personality
and psychology, as well as their formation and development.

As this chapter has detailed, the personality and psychology of Chen Zi-Ang the martyr were highly
extraordinary. There were seven important differences between Chen’s personality and psychology and
those of most people in the past and the present. First, Chen possessed an extraordinary intelligence
comprised of the five aforementioned criteria. Second, Chen was very concerned with the welfare of
people outside of his private life. Third, outside of his salary-earning obligations and private life, Chen still
pursued his exercise of a positive impact on countless people under the Heaven. Fourth, Chen was
enthusiastic in various categories of arts. Fifth, Chen was very spiritually and religiously devout; on this
aspect, Chen was at least somewhat similar to Joan of Arc (French: Jeanne d’Arc). Sixth, Chen possessed
a “firmness and ferocity” (Wu Huai-Dong);[47] he “sometimes further demonstrated a dumbfounding
boldness and spicy defiance” (Wang Zhi-Qing).[48] Seventh, these positive qualities of Chen Zi-Ang'’s
personality and psychology were profoundly rooted in cultural-spiritual China.
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The Personality and Psychology of Chen Zi-Ang, a Fiery, Noble Warrior and Martyr

From the perspective of psychology, personality refers to the long-term, significant pattern in
which a person perceives themselves while responding to others and the world. In the vast
majority of situations, a person’s experiences at and before age twenty-five, in addition to their
reactions to these situations, have a significant impact over their personality and psychology. In
the vast majority of cases, the significant sources of these experiences are the substantial impacts
of familial circumstances and early professional interactions, in addition to their broader social-
historical worlds. Chen Zi-Ang the martyr was in the human realm for forty or forty-one years
when counting his actual age. One of the reasonable chronological divisions thus divides
according to these years: childhood — age zero to twelve; early adolescence — thirteen to
seventeen; late adolescence — eighteen to twenty-one; early adulthood — twenty-two to thirty-
four; early middle age — thirty-five until Chen Zi-Ang was “harmed to death” (Du Fu)i*! in
prison because of the brutal and ferocious persecution imposed on him. Chen Zi-Ang’s
personality and psychology was largely stable when he was twenty-five-year-old, when he was
in early adulthood. | agree with the scholar and author Wang Zhi-Qing’s observation that Chen
possessed the characteristics of “fierceness;”? he “sometimes further demonstrated a
dumbfounding boldness and spicy defiance.”! | also agree with this observation of Wu Huai-
Dong, another scholar and author: one of Chen’s characteristics was his possession of “firmness
and ferocity.”!! As for the personality and psychology of Chen Zi-Ang, | mainly consult these
two American psychologists: Dr. Kathy Rae Berenson and Dr. Kathleen Cain, while | also take
the advice from these two other American psychologists: Dr. Katherine Bradley and Dr. Daniel
MccCall. Then, from the perspective of psychology, | thus summarize Chen Zi-Ang’s personality
and psychology, as well as their formation and development.

In social and historical worlds having little or no industrialization by the present-day (2023 CE)
mainstream worldwide standards — for instance, America prior to some point in late nineteenth
century CE and mainland China prior to some point in the 1990s CE — Chen Zi-Ang’s father
Chen Yuan-Jing demonstrated a considerably rare parenting pattern. Chen Yuan-Jing’s
extraordinary parenting style was one of the important cornerstones of Chen Zi-Ang’s positive
impact on countless people under the Heaven. Since matriarchy has gradually changed to
patriarchy, in social and historical worlds having little or no industrialization by today’s
worldwide mainstream standards, the common dynamics of parent-children interactions was
approximately so: parents’ existence resembled that of monarchs; children’s status resembled
that of their parents’ private properties, especially that of their father’s; parents repeatedly
ordered children as to how should they act in various aspects; the requirement of children was
their unconditional carrying out of all directions, orders, and mandates of their parents, especially
their father, regardless of whether the directions, orders, and mandates of their parents, especially
their father, were healthy or not and correct or not for everybody. Since in these aforementioned
social and historical worlds, the common living dynamics focused all or almost all of one’s time
and energies on sustaining material survival, while most people had little or no opportunity to
respond to their contemporary historical themes, these directions, orders, and mandates often
demanded the children to spend their current lives as ordinary people. For instance, in the past, in
France and the rest of the world, this long-term direct interactional pattern between Joan of Arc’s
parents and their children was not rare: for a long term, Joan’s parents asked that all Joan’s acts
be completely consistent with their demands and demanded that Joan spend her current life as an



ordinary village woman; Joan’s father claimed that if Joan was to travel with the army, he would
ask his sons to kill Joan; if they did not, he would kill Joan himself.[’! In social and historical
worlds having little or no industrialization by today’s mainstream worldwide standards, the
common living dynamics rarely if ever differentiated between the public realm, the professional
career, and the private life; parents and familial elders were the direct, significant sources of
professional abilities and skills; one’s private relationships with their parents and familial elders
were also the significant cornerstones of one’s professional career. In these aforementioned
social and historical worlds, families sustained their members’ material survival as a whole; there
were few or no boundaries between family members. In all social and historical worlds having
little or no industrialization by today’s mainstream worldwide standards, these types of
interpersonal interactional patterns was not rare: in medieval England, there were mothers
chewed food inside their mouth, then feed their children these food with their fingers;® in their
private lives and the public spaces, there were French men and women having their important
communicational patterns as waving their fists against each other, screaming, yelling, and
roaring, et cetera, while repeatedly throwing their household excrements into such public waters
as the Seine.[l These negative situations were the frequently-observed chaos in many places
around the whole world in eras having little or no industrialization by the present-day
mainstream standards, rather than the “unique tradition” or “national character” in any regions.!

Under such contexts, Chen Yuan-Jing’s way of parenting still possessed a series of considerably
extraordinary parts. On this aspect, there were at least these three instances. First, with the
exception of situations when principles were involved, “As for the education of Chen Zi-Ang,
Chen Yuan-Jing’s requirements have been relatively open-minded and loose, without asking
Chen Zi-Ang to absolutely follow the path set up by his rules. Therefore, Chen Zi-Ang has lived
without being bound by his family... ” (Wang Xiang, Qiu Fu, and Guo Jie).[®] Second, Chen
Yuan-Jing the father exerted much energy on the direct uplifting, raising, and guidance of Chen
Zi-Ang and Chen Zi inside the household. In the past and the present, some fathers have not
input such amounts of energy from their hearts on the direct uplifting, raising, and guidance of
children inside the household. Third, Chen Yuan-Jing’s parenting pattern repeatedly emphasized
spiritual and religious devotions, the belief in the Heaven Above, the veneration of ancestors, the
development of erudition, the uplifting of a psyche of being “bold, powerful, remarkable, and
delicate” as well as “brilliant, glorious, and fierce,”™ selfless helping of others, and pursuing the
great peace under the Heaven, et cetera. A reasonable inference was that Chen Zi-Ang directly
and extensively absorbed the positive qualities of Chen Yuan-Jing’s personality and psychology.

L In various regions across the world, these negative situations disappear or almost entirely disappear as these six
significant evolutions occur. The first is the transformation from a social and historical world having little or no
industrialization by today’s worldwide mainstream standards to one that is highly industrialized. The second is the
establishment and the development of contemporary popular culture on a highly industrialized foundation. The third
is the integration into the present-day worldwide theme of information explosion. The fourth is the re-understanding,
in-depth appreciation, and in-depth manifestation of the local cultural-spiritual heritages. The fifth is the
establishment and the promotion of social, political, legal, economic, and educational rules and resources reflecting
the local cultural-spiritual heritages as well as the reasonable needs triggered by this series of evolutions. The sixth
is the development and the promotion of the ability to understand other cultural-spiritual lineages as well as their
cause-and-effects with a humble heart, while maintaining world peace and promoting multi-directional beneficial
developments.



Dr. Chen Yuan-Jing on Confucianist classics (C.E. 626—August 7, 699)?*% was a medieval*!
Chinese noble descendant, a “powerful and bold warrior,”[*?l and a political leader. Growing up
in the Chen Estate, his father, Chen Bian (no later than C.E. 608—649, or circa 649),[*®l was
“well-known for his boldness, confidence, resplendence in gallantry and passion, fortitude and
fierceness; his name, renown and integrity have therefore been admired throughout his province
and region.”!**l Analyzing various signs, it seems that Chen Yuan-Jing has valued “boldness,
confidence, resplendence in gallantry and passion, fortitude and fierceness” as well as erudition
during his middle (aged five to eight) and late childhood (aged nine to twelve). In late
adolescence (aged eighteen to twenty-one), Chen Yuan-Jing has already earned massive attention
and reverence for this type of act: in 645 or around 645 C.E., a famine hit Shehong. During a
single day, Chen Yuan-Jing has distributed ten thousand units of food to save people, without
asking for any material repayment.[*®! Later, Chen Yuan-Jing, who has been “surveying
numerous books extensively,”*®] has been recommended to be a candidate for a doctorate with
an area of concentration that literally translates as "brilliance over [Confucianist] classics" by the
southwestern Chinese government and the public school he has been attending. Moreover, he has
arrived in the Eternal Peace City (Chang’an) in northern China, where he has received his
doctorate with the area of concentration mentioned above. In 649 or around 649 C.E., he has
received the title of “gentleman among the refined literati” conferred by the government.'” At
approximately this moment, his father has passed away. He has returned to southwestern China
to handle his father’s funeral, mourning, et cetera, and to manage the Chen Estate and such
wealth as the lands owned by the Chens. He has never actually performed official and officer
duties inside the government.!*8l Nevertheless, Chen Yuan-Jing has long been considerably active
in the sociopolitical realms. He “has been able to uphold fairness and judge with righteousness,
as well as spread and advocate for justice.”*°] He has attracted numerous farmers who have been
coming to and depending on him from the remote and the nearby, to the degree in which it was
“as if turtles and fish were migrating to profound waters.”!?%l Often, there have been people
experiencing conflicts and disharmonies who did not seek handling from the prefecture and
county officials, but asked him instead. Chen Yuan-Jing, too, has repeatedly played this role in
the lives of the populace. The frequently-observed situation in Shehong has gradually become
“when there were decisions and disputes, [the mass] did not accept the prefecture and county
official mandates, but trusted his words.”(?Yl Furthermore, Chen Yuan-Jing has been trying his
best to form connections with “the powerfully bold and singular,” while attracting massive
supporters and followers, to the extent in which it was “as if massive birds were following a
phoenix.”?? In his contexts, Chen Yuan-Jing has encountered criticisms perceiving him as
“ignorant of spiritual profundity, compassion, humility, finesse, while not knowing how to gain
[what he had been acquiring] by reverence, yielding, and tolerance,”?®! while “prefecture and
county official leaders have submitted their attacks on him to their superintendents multiple
times.”? In C.E. 683, the year he turned fifty-seven in his actual age, Chen Yuan-Jing has
retired into his hermitage where he has spent his days in his extensive browsing of books as well
as his Daoist religious and spiritual devotions. In C.E. 698 or circa C.E. 698, Chen Yuan-Jing has
been “humiliated”?® by Duan Jian, mayor of Shehong, who has been “corrupt, greedy, violent,
tyrannical, and cruel.”1?6] Chen Yuan-Jing, a “powerful and bold warrior,”?! has severely

2 | use this resource provided by the Taiwan-based Academia Sinica to convert the passing date of Chen Yuan-Jing
as recorded by Chen Zi-Ang from its traditional Chinese calendar date to the CE calendar date:
https://sinocal.sinica.edu.tw/.
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clashed with Duan Jian; nevertheless, Chen Yuan-Jing has passed away peacefully on C.E.
August 7, 699. In his actual age, he was seventy-two or seventy-three.

The birth father of Chen Zi — Chen Zi-Ang’s cousin — the younger brother of Chen Yuan-Jing,
passed away early. Chen Zi-Ang and Chen Zi grew up together in the Chens’ Estate, and both
were brought up by Chen Yuan-Jing. The series of long-term and mutually beneficial
interactions between Chen Zi-Ang and Chen Zi were also able to deepen their self-confidence
and self-esteem at a healthy level.

In the preserved materials, during Chen Zi-Ang’s late adolescence, early adulthood, and early
middle years, there were numerous clear signs indicating that he possessed a high intelligence.
To evaluate whether a person possesses a high intelligence, there have been two methodologies
that have been relatively reliable. The first is to conduct an in-depth analysis over their
performance in one or more reliable quantitative intelligence tests. If such in-depth analysis
suggests that this person’s intelligence ranks among the top two to five percent over the total
population, and this conclusion is relatively reliable, then it can be observed that this person
possesses a high intelligence. The second is to observe whether this person matches the
following five criteria: the possession of a strong memory on at least some aspects; the conduct
of metaphysical thinking and in-depth thinking over big questions; the carrying out of creative
activities; the act of thinking in deeply creative ways; as well as the long-term patterning of good
performance on the aforementioned four aspects. | have no ability to carry out an in-depth
exploration as to what extent Chen Zi-Ang’s high intelligence had its source in inheritance from
his blood relatives. Nevertheless, through researching and analyzing, my observation is that
during Chen Zi-Ang’s childhood and early adolescence, his three significant sources of his high
intelligence were the circumstances in the Chen Estate and the various extraordinary qualities of
his father, in addition to his extraordinary developmental patterns. During Chen Zi-Ang’s late
adolescence and early adulthood, on the foundation of these three significant sources, for a long
time Chen Zi-Ang further carried out extensive beneficial professional activities. Since Chen Zi-
Ang has developed his personality characteristics of being independent, forceful, and fervent
since his childhood, when carrying out professional activities, the significant qualities manifested
by Chen Zi-Ang included but were not limited to these three qualities. High intelligence
comprising its five aforementioned criteria was thus one of Chen Zi-Ang’s personality and
psychological traits.

Near the end of his childhood, Chen Zi-Ang was already inseparable from “a thick religious
atmosphere” (Han Li-Zhou).I?! For instance, there was a Buddhist monastery and a Daoist
monastery in the vicinity of the Chens’ Estate; Chen Yuan-Jing devotedly followed the Daoist
religion. Chen Zi-Ang had “a special reverence” (Wang Zhi-Qing)!?® toward his father. Chen Zi-
Ang actively and frequently imitated his father on various aspects since his childhood. Chen Zi-
Ang was a descendant of the nobility; the Chens possessed considerable financial resources.
Because of the logic explained by “When one’s storehouse and barnhouse become strongly-
filled, one understands civility, ceremonies, and rites. When one’s clothes and food become
abundant, one understands honors, glories, and dishonors” (The Historical Records),% out of his
instincts, “civility, ceremonies, and rites,” “honors, glories, and dishonors,” artistic lives, noble
and elegant entertainments, et cetera, were some of Chen Zi-Ang’s long-term, significant
pursuits.



Because of the early passing of his birth mother and uncle, Chen Zi-Ang was psychologically
traumatized. Moreover, he had to develop the characteristics of being independent, forceful, and
fervent in order to survive such traumas. Also, he was probably already relatively thin and frail.
Was there an inheritance element of Chen Zi-Ang’s physical illness and pains that tormented
him? If there was, the source of inheritance was not from Chen Yuan-Jing. Chen Zi-Ang’s birth
mother passed away on or before Chen Zi-Ang was around twelve years old in his actual age. As
for her physical appearance, there have been considerable uncertainties. However, it would not
be surprising if her physical appearance was commonly of a delicate, thin body, a pure and light
skin color, a possession of a comparatively wide distance between eyebrows and eyes, relatively
thick lips, and a comparatively small jaw, while frequently leaving others the impression of
being tender, delicate, fragile, and sweetly attractive. Chen Zi-Ang’s stepmother had a special
significant connection with the court that was officially recognized. Even in their contemporary
socioeconomic upper class, this special significant connection was rare. These signs have pointed
toward this significant special connection: in 691 CE, Chen Zi-Ang’s stepmother passed away in
southwestern China. Through official procedures, Empress Wu Zetian directly participated in her
funeral: the Empress issued official instructions on her funeral; dispatched court service
personnel to handle her passing; and used court resources to partially supply rituals and events
surrounding her passing; offered an escort to transport her coffin to Luoyang, the Holy Capital,
and to bury her coffin in northern China. Chen Zi-Ang has directly pointed out that at the time, in
the vast majority of situations, “even the favored nobles in the state”® were not offered rites
surrounding their passings of this level.

Since Chen Zi-Ang was twenty or twenty-one-year-old in his actual age, or approximately since
then, Lu Cangyong began to have direct close interactions with Chen Zi-Ang. Li Cangyong
indicated that “Zi-Ang was always emaciated and ill.”1*? Therefore, it was probable that Chen
Zi-Ang had the characteristics of being “always emaciated and ill” since his childhood or early
adolescence. If so, the relatively weak physical health of Chen Zi-Ang should have increased the
stresses he experienced, in addition to his melancholies since Chen had to deepen his personality
features of being independent, forceful, and fervent so that he survived through such stresses and
internal melancholies.

During his late childhood — when his actual age was nine to twelve — the common dynamics of
the social and historical world of Chen Zi-Ang extensively told Chen Zi-Ang and the vast
majority of his peers what was good and what was not according to its perceptions. The majority
of these peers directly internalized these perceptions of what was good and what was not. Yet
Chen Zi-Ang, an extraordinary boy, actively deliberated over whether these perceived “goods”
and “not goods” were truly good or not, in addition to why the common dynamics in the social
and historical world he was in were so. Near the end of his childhood, as for his personality and
psychology, Chen Zi-Ang already had the following experiences and developmental
characteristics. Chen Zi-Ang was traumatized, but was independent, forceful, fervent, believing
in Confucianism and Daoism; “civility, ceremonies, and rites,” “honors, glories, and dishonors,”
artistic lives, noble and elegant entertainments, et cetera, were some of his long-term, significant
pursuits; additionally, he had a significant interest in the cultural-spiritual Chinese archetype of
the warrior, as well as the intention to improve the common dynamics in the human realm. The
developments of Chen Zi-Ang’s personality and psychology in the next developmental step



were, to a large extent, to be decided by his experiences and his reactions to these experiences in
his early adolescence.

During his early adolescence, although Chen Zi-Ang has not yet begun to conduct long-term,
stable actions based on his rational analysis and contemplations, while manifesting his
adolescent rebellion, an important part of his self-image was already a great warrior who sought
to follow the Way of Heaven in the Above, and to benefit the countless people on Earth. During
his early adolescence, Chen Zi-Ang demonstrated a pattern of “galloping in his warriorship and
swift boldness™;*! he repeatedly and forcefully interfered with his perceived unfairness. In
contrast to the majority of early adolescents, the personality and psychology of Chen Zi-Ang was
far more selfless; most early adolescents only or almost exclusively only cared about tasks that
the majority around them expected them to complete, in addition to their private lives. Sung Qi
asserted that in his late adolescence, Chen “repented while being emotional; painfully, he refined
and rectified himself,”[**l a point that has been implying that during his early adolescence, some
of Chen’s acts were often perceived as wrongful in the social and historical world he was in.
Regardless of the details of these acts, taking Chen’s pattern of “galloping in his warriorship and
swift boldness”*®! into the consideration, during his early adolescence, relatively speaking, Chen
was very uncaring of others’ opinions; naturally, he was unafraid of peer pressure. He was also
able — for the long term — to intensely challenge the ways to live that many agreed with in the
social and historical world he was in.

During his early adolescence, Chen Zi-Ang “was well-versed at hunting by shooting and bo
(Traditional Chinese: 1#).”3% In the social and historical contexts which Chen Zi-Ang was in, bo
was able to refer to such entertainments as board games, or gambling, or both. If this “hunting
and bo” only refers to hunting by shooting and such entertainments as board games, then the
internal patterns that Chen manifested were being active, spontaneous and relatively forceful, in
addition to his appreciation and participation in intellectual entertainments. Emotionally, hunting
by shooting has often been risk-taking; this activity has been able to injure or kill animals, which,
in fact, has possessed little consistency with the compassionate characteristics of the Daoist
religious psyche. In early adolescence, it was relatively easy for many people to act based on
impulse rather than rational analysis. From some point during his late adolescence, among the
preserved materials, there was never more record of Chen's hunting by shooting. It seemed that
Chen began to often act out of his rational analysis and contemplations in his late adolescence.

Concerning gambling, Both Wen Yiduo and Han Li-Zhou have asserted that during his early
adolescence, Chen Zi-Ang directly participated in this activity. However, Lu Cangyong’s
narrative on this aspect was relatively moderate and indirect: during his early adolescence, Chen
“used to follow gamblers.”®") Regardless of whether Chen had ever directly gambled; whether
the substantial contents of “follow gamblers” involved watching beside or direct participations in
gambling, taking Chen’s later experience in which he “repented while being emotional;
painfully, he refined and rectified himself’!® into considerations, a reasonable inference was
that among these “gamblers,” there should be near law-breakers, or law-breakers, or both, when
it came to whose contemporary official legal clause titled “gambling over money or objects
inside or outside board gaming.”*% In Shehong during Chen’s early adolescence, most people
had little or no legal awareness. Nevertheless, there was such an official law: with such few
exceptions as “no penalty for those who gamble over drinks and food” and “those whose board



gaming involve gambling over money or objects are each to be caned for one hundred times; if
the money or the objects are worth a lot, based on each of their identities and involvements, they
are to be treated as bandits.”“? From the perspective of his contemporary official laws, among
these “gamblers,” there were near offenders of laws, or law-breakers who should at least be
caned one hundred times, or both. Their contemporary common dynamics was “caning was
separately subjected to back, buttocks, and legs... Usually, the hit parts cannot be clothed.”!!]
Meanwhile, the hair of the long-haired who were subjected to these hits was usually yanked by
one or more guards.’*?l In Shehong during Chen’s early adolescence, most people had little or no
legal awareness. Still, observing from the perspective of his contemporary official laws: in his
early adolescence, it should be the case that Chen has spent time closely with near-offenders or
criminals guilty of “gambling over money or objects inside or outside board gaming,” or both.
The common psychological pattern in early adolescence was to begin to, more or less, develop
curiosity and interests in romantic-sexual affairs, to relatively easily act on impulse rather than
rational analysis, and to begin to pursue spaces more independent from others. Such pursuits
sometimes trigger adolescent rebellions.

Hence, in 677 CE, when Chen Zi-Ang was eighteen years old in his actual age, these
characteristics that he has already possessed when being twelve years old were some of his long-
term, significant pursuits: “Chen Zi-Ang was traumatized, but was independent, forceful, fervent,
believing in Confucianism and Daoism; ‘civility, ceremonies, and rites,” “honors, glories, and
dishonors,’ artistic lives, noble and elegant entertainments, et cetera,; additionally, his significant
interest in the cultural-spiritual Chinese archetype of the warrior, as well as the intention to
improve the common dynamics in the human realm,” have already been repeatedly deepened
during Chen Zi-Ang’s early adolescence, and have became important cornerstones of his
personality and psychology. On these important cornerstones, during his early adolescence, he
repeatedly and forcefully interfered with what he perceived to be unfair in the manner of a young
warrior. Although Chen Zi-Ang has not yet begun to conduct long-term, stable actions based on
his rational analysis and contemplations, an important part of his self-image was already a great
warrior who sought to follow the Way of Heaven and to benefit the countless people on Earth.
His personality, psychology, and behavioral pattern already possessed the characteristics of
“ferocity” (Wang Zhi-Qing).[*®l The developments of Chen Zi-Ang’s personality and psychology
in the next stage (late adolescence and early adulthood) were, to a large extent, to be decided by
his experiences and reactions to these experiences in his late adolescence, when he was eighteen,
nineteen, twenty, and twenty-one in his actual age.

In late adolescence, Chen began to understand that it was well-matched for him to, as an
imperfect person, benefit countless people under the Heaven and to manifest the Confucianist
erudition, the Daoist religion, and the archetype of the great warrior through his development and
circulation of his literary, intellectual, and erudite attainment. In his late adolescence and the first
three years of his early adulthood, Chen Zi-Ang “painstakingly and persistently”[*!! carried out
his professional activities as a budding poet, author, and scholar and becoming relatively mature
in these fields.

When Chen was twenty five years old, his personality and psychology were largely formed. On
the aforementioned foundation, his personality and psychology also had these characteristics: the
Almighty Heaven, the ancestral lineage, the Confucianist erudition, the Daoist religion, and the



cultural-spiritual Chinese archetype of the warrior, to a large extent ruled his internal world;
through developing and circulating his literary, intellectual, and erudite sophistication, Chen
strove to establish a cleansed, tranquil world of great peace under the Heaven, while “throughout
his life, he often attempted to struggle against the whole world by himself alone” (Wang Zhi-
Qing).[*®! The bravery, fierceness, and sacrifice of Chen Zi-Ang possessed a comparable beauty
to the same characteristics of Joan of Arc (French: Jeanne d’Arc) of France.

Given the contents of this chapter in addition to the chapter, “Madam Gao (Late 669—c.700 CE),
a Noblewoman Intellectual Who Was Wed to Chen Zi-Ang and Manifested a Sorrowfully
Beautiful Romantic Passion with Him,” it is observed that because of his contemporary social-
historical world’s impact over him, his birth mother’s early passing causing him to deeply need a
mother figures, his aforementioned personality and psychological characteristics and the causes
of their formation, Chen Zi-Ang was romantically attracted to modest, lady-like female
intellectuals who were well-attained in living arts, and who were elegant, demure, loyal, chaste,
pure, tender and beautiful, while being relatively understanding and appreciative of his striving
to establish a cleansed, tranquil world of great peace under the Heaven through his
manifestations of cultural-spiritual China as a poet, author, and scholar, in addition to offering
motherly nursing to his illness-tormented, infirm flesh, playing the role of a mother and a wife,
while manifesting a relatively fair ability to think.

Declaring that “I do not care even if [ am to be killed ten thousand times,”[46] for a long term,
Chen spread his social, political, judicial and religious creeds that differed from many. Under
such contexts, Chen Zi-Ang has never opposed such activities of Empress Wu Zetian as her
organization of women’s participation in the production of imperial decrees — an activity that
was a former monopoly by the monarch and the high-ranking male officials — her elevation of
Shangguan Wan’er to the de facto position of an important female political leader, her public
lauding and rewarding of female military accomplishments, et cetera. Shangguan Wan’er, a de
facto female prime minister, as a poet and an author, was also positively influenced by Chen Zi-
Ang. Moreover, Chen Zi-Ang publicly called for the mass release of court women of low-status.

As this chapter has detailed, the personality and psychology of Chen Zi-Ang the martyr were
highly extraordinary. There were seven important differences between Chen’s personality and
psychology and those of most people in the past and the present. First, Chen possessed an
extraordinary intelligence comprised of the five aforementioned criteria. Second, Chen was very
concerned with the welfare of people outside of his private life. Third, outside of his salary-
earning obligations and private life, Chen still pursued his exercise of a positive impact on
countless people under the Heaven. Fourth, Chen was enthusiastic in various categories of arts.
Fifth, Chen was very spiritually and religiously devout; on this aspect, Chen was at least
somewhat similar to Joan of Arc (French: Jeanne d’Arc). Sixth, Chen possessed a “firmness and
ferocity” (Wu Huai-Dong);*") he “sometimes further demonstrated a dumbfounding boldness
and spicy defiance” (Wang Zhi-Qing).!*8] Seventh, these positive qualities of Chen Zi-Ang’s
personality and psychology were profoundly rooted in cultural-spiritual China.
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