~ The Mercury

The Student Art &

THE MERCURY |uterstymagazine

THE STUDENT ART & LITERARY MAGAZINE OF GETTYSBURG COLLEGE Of Gettysburg

College

Volume 2020 Article 6

2020

| Don't Know How To Leave You

Molly O’Gara
Gettysburg College

Follow this and additional works at: https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury

Cf Part of the Art and Design Commons, and the Creative Writing Commons

Share feedback about the accessibility of this item.

Recommended Citation
O’Gara, Molly () "I Don't Know How To Leave You," The Mercury. Year 2020, Article 6.
Available at: https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/vol2020/iss1/6

This open access fiction is brought to you by The Cupola: Scholarship at Gettysburg College. It has been accepted
for inclusion by an authorized administrator of The Cupola. For more information, please contact
cupola@gettysburg.edu.


https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/vol2020
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/vol2020/iss1/6
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fmercury%2Fvol2020%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1049?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fmercury%2Fvol2020%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fmercury%2Fvol2020%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://docs.google.com/a/bepress.com/forms/d/1h9eEcpBPj5POs5oO6Y5A0blXRmZqykoonyYiZUNyEq8/viewform
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/vol2020/iss1/6?utm_source=cupola.gettysburg.edu%2Fmercury%2Fvol2020%2Fiss1%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:cupola@gettysburg.edu

| Don't Know How To Leave You

Author Bio
Molly O'Gara is a sophomore at Gettysburg College with a double major in English with a Writing
Concentration and Spanish. She is originally from Connecticut and has always adored writing.

This fiction is available in The Mercury: https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/vol2020/iss1/6


https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/mercury/vol2020/iss1/6

The Mercury

1 Don’t Know How to L.eave You
MOLLY O'GARA

You broke glass by gliding it across my skin and all [ said was
do you remember what kind of laundry detergent we bought last
month?

My niece told me her favorite color was blue and she said just
like this one and pointed to the fingerprints on my wrist. [ prayed that
she would not tell her mother, and I prayed even more that you did not
hear.

I realized it when you tying knots scared me and I realized it
when I stopped cooking food that had to be cut up. I did not tell you
when I realized it. | would say this was my first mistake, but all the
rest of the mistakes were yours to make.

You set fires around our bed just to show me you could and

then you told my mother how lucky you were to have me. She smiled
and I smiled but my tongue tasted like broken glass.
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