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Figure 1. Starting a Project

4. Create anewtrack (think ofa as a stafffor a single voice/instrument
part) by clicking the keyboard icon under Software Instrument on the

left side of the screen. Then click Create.

Softvrare tn3trument Dnjmmor
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orUne Input  * Qara”e”nd as an amp. with your song.

Figure 2. Keyboard Location
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5. Select the type of instrument to record the bass line by clicking on the
Library window on the left side of the screen (Bass, Drum Kit, Vintage
Electric Piano, etc.).
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Figure 3. Library Window

6. Select the appropriate tempo, key, and meter by clicking on the bpm,
key, and signature icons on the top of the screen.
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Figure 4. Setting Tempo, Key, and Meter

7. Be sure the metronome (bpm) icon is selected and is playing while

recording to ensure that all tracks will align with accurate timing.
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Figure 5. Metronome Icon

8. Teachers can play and record the bass line using a USB plug-and-play
piano keyboard controller or the built in Musical Typing keyboard.
To get to the built in Musical Typing keyboard, go to Window on the
very top of the screen and select Show Keyboard. Once the keyboard
displays on the screen, select the square icon with the letter A inside,
located in the upper left hand corner of the keyboard window.¥

Figure 6. Keyboard Window

9. Begin recording by selecting the red dot on the playback display. Record
as many times as you need to get as accurate a recording as possible.
Hit the Space bar to stop the recording process. To delete unwanted
work, click on the green track and push the Delete/backspace button.

47 Selecting this icon will show which letters on the computer keyboard are used for play-
ing notes. You can then use the computer keyboard like a piano to record music.
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Figure 7. Record Button 4 ¢

10. Do not worry if the rhythm is not perfect at first. You can fix it by

=

“quantizing” at the sixteenth note. To do this, double click on the green
track. This shows the piano roll/score on the bottom of the screen.
Then click on Time Quantize and select 1/16 Note.
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Figure 8. Time Quantizing {

11. When you have completed the recording process, save the file by going ;
to File and selecting Save. Then upload this file to your choir course i E

management system (i.e., Blackboard or Moodle).
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STUDENT COMPOSITIONS/ARRANGEMENTS

To create their own arrangement/composition, students will:

1. Plugin and use headphones.

2. Download and open the GarageBand file the teacher has created.
| 3. Create a new track (think of a track as a staff for a single voice/
' instrument part) by clicking on the plus sign in the upper left corner.

Then select the microphone icon under Audio in the center of the

screen. Then click Create.

Y

“Software nstrument = . Audio Drummer
Pidy sounds from your Mac. Rbcord using a microphone  Record guitar or bass using  Add drums that automatically play
or fine input. GarageBand as an amp. with your song.

Figure 9. Creating a New Track

4, Check that the metronome icon is selected and plays while recording
to ensure that the track aligns rhythmically with the teacher’s original
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track.
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Figure 10. Metronome Icon
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5. Create a new variation to the familiar melody. Consider changing the
rhythm, melodic line, phrasing, and style. To begin recording this new
variation, select the red dot on the playback display.

Figure 11. Record Button

Each time the students record, be sure they use headphones. This will allow
them to record your voice alone without the microphone picking up the
metronome and previously recorded tracks. Record as many times as is need
to get as accurate a recording as possible. Hit the Space bar to stop the
recording process. To delete unwanted work, click on the green track and
push the Delete/Backspace button.

6. Create another track by repeating Step 6 of the procedures section
above. This time the students record their voice, creating a new

harmonic line that fits appropriately with their new melodic variation.

7. Save the file by going to File and selecting Save As. Rename the file,
i.e., “LastName_SongTitle.” Then upload this file to the Course
Management System (i.e., Blackboard or Moodle) associated with the

choir.

ASSESSMENTS

A rubric that provides specific feedback to the student will help each student
to become more proficient in using the technology and in composing great
music. Here is an example of a rubric using specific feedback on the complex

task of composing:

4 = Advanced. Student demonstrates exceptional knowledge of the song.

Student performs and records the melody with exceptional vocal quality
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in a creative and musical way. Student’s interpretation of the song is
unique and includes variations to more than one of the following musical
elements: phrasing, dynamics, key/mode, meter, rhythm, melody, harmonic
progression, and voicing. These elements have been altered from the original
model examples provided by the teacher. Student’s recorded harmonic line fits
perfectly with the rhythm and style of their newly created melodic variation
and works appropriately within the harmonic progression.

3 = Proficient. Student demonstrates knowledge of the song. Student performs
and records the melody with good vocal quality in a creative and musical way.
Student’s interpretation of the song offers something unique and includes
variations to at least one of the following musical elements: phrasing,
dynhamics, key/mode, meter, rhythm, melody, harmonic progression, and
voicing. These elements have been altered from the original model examples
provided. Student’s recorded harmonic line mostly fits the rhythm and style
of their newly created melodic variation and works appropriately within the

harmonic progression.

2 = Emergent. Student demonstrates some knowledge of the song. Student’s
vocal quality is developing. Student performs the melody in a somewhat
creative and musical way. Student’s interpretation of the song offers little
different from the original model examples provided. Student’s harmonic
line somewhat fits the rhythm and style of their newly created melodic
variation, but leaves room for much improvement. Student’s harmonic line

occasionally works within the overall harmonic progression.

1 = Insufficiently addressed. Student demonstrates little knowledge of the song.
Student performs song with poor vocal quality. Student performs the melody in an
uncreative and non-musical way. Student’s interpretation of the song offers nothing
that differs from the original model examples provided. Student’s harmonic line
does not fit the rhythm and style of their newly created melodic variation. Student’s
harmonic line does not work within the overall harmonic progression.
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PROJECT EXTENSIONS

Students could delete the bass line track and create and record a new bass
line using their voice, create and record a vocal percussion line, reatrange
and record the song in a different meter, export song as an .mp3 and share
it with classmates for peer-to-peer feedback, or showcase work at a school
concert or performance.
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