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Editor’s Note

Like oil lamps, we put them out the back—. . .

What they survived we could not even live.

By their lights now it is time to

Imagine how they stood there, what they stood with,
That their possessions may become our power.

—FEavan Boland

What many of us have come to accept as “normal” history is, as we
know so painfully, hard enough to reconstruct, to resurrect into the light
of consciousness so that others may appreciate something of how things
originated as they have. There exist, however, even more obscure histo-
ries, records harder to get at. These are the stories of those dispossessed
by history—say, the Amerindians and the African-Americans, people
whose lives, during the time they lived, were not deemed sufficiently
close enough to the historical and political and social centers of things to
be taken note of in ways that future generations would be able to recog-
nize how they indeed contributed to the unfolding of events.

In his fifth article for Adams County History, Elwood Christ examines
the historical shards and oral traditions pertaining to James Gettys’s
black or mulatto slave or servant, Sidney O’Brien. Although she has
emerged from our history with more definition than most of her contem-
porary African-Americans, Sidney O’Brien nonetheless remains a shad-
owy, half-mythical figure to us, one of history’s dispossessed on two counts:
she was both black and female. By squeezing information from every
historical rock and pebble he could lay his eyes on, however, Woody has
produced a credible portrait which may well typify the lives of blacks
who lived out their now anonymous lives during Adams county’s first
decades.

Eric Ledell Smith also opens a window onto freed African-Americans,
but his focus is somewhat different. Instead of concentrating on the lives
of nineteenth-century blacks, Smith remembers the efforts of one man
who tried to bridge the chasm between white and black worlds. Jeremiah
Mickly, born in Franklin township, served as chaplain during the Civil
War to a regiment of African-American soldiers. However one may be
inclined to interpret his efforts, Mickly’s extant letters (reprinted herein)
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and published account suggest to us that some nineteenth-century whites,
beyond the abolitionists, did not ignore or shut their eyes to what they
perceived as the welfare of the black community.

Executive Director Charles H. Glatfelter’s opening essay also addresses
the broad issue of the historical and near-anonymity which often over-
take the lives of those inhabiting the periphery of a culture, in the in-
stance of his essay, some of the religious communities which struggled
to carve out an existence on Pennsylvania’s newly opened trans-
Susquehanna frontier. Although he discusses the efforts of several local
congregations to secure footholds in the new territory that lay “over
Susquehanna,” he focuses principally upon the small Episcopal commu-
nity in Huntington township. We sometimes forget that in early eigh-
teenth-century Pennsylvania, with its pluralistic culture, Quaker domi-
nated politics and society, and a frontier strongly influenced by a veri-
table flood of Presbyterians, the Church of Englanders or Episcopalians
eeked out the uncertain lives of people distrusted and even feared by
their more numerous neighboring Protestant denominations: for unlike
their fellow religionists in the colonies to the south, where the Anglican
church was a powerful force, enjoying the privileges of an officially es-
tablished creed, in Pennsylvania it had only weak, minority status.
Glatfelter’s article painstakingly sifts out of the bits and pieces of such
archival evidence as its author could uncover to reveal how the first
Anglican parishioners west of Susquehanna sought to establish and main-
tain their parish, Christ Church.

In a ground-breaking study 60 years ago, historian and critic Daniel
Corkery set down what he could find relating to the eighteenth-century
oral vestiges of the native culture of Ireland, one that had been virtually
suppressed by the British Crown. He entitled his work The Hidden Ire-
land. Following Corkery’s lead, perhaps it is not too fanciful to desig-
nate this collection of essays with a similar title—The Hidden Adams
County.

https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/ach/vols/iss1/1
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Some Early Adams County Communities,
Their Churches, and Church Lands*

by Charles H. Glatfelter

The earliest European settlers in today’s Adams county were basi-
cally a religious people. While probably most of them should not be de-
scribed as particularly pious, they did have the fear of the Lord in their
hearts and wanted to have access to the services of some religious orga-
nization, either the one to which they were accustomed in Europe or one
with which they had affiliated in America. If they belonged to groups
such as the Quakers, Mennonites, or Brethren, it was easy for them to
develop internally the leadership necessary to function successfully as a
religious community. If they were Roman Catholics, Presbyterians, An-
glicans, Lutherans, or Reformed, at least they hoped to be able to rely
upon a learned and properly ordained clergy to preach, administer the
sacraments, and perform other duties which they had come to expect of
their religious leaders.

Once in Pennsylvania, laymen of all but the most recently formed
religious bodies encountered something new to their experience. There
simply were no long-existing church buildings, schools, or religious au-
thorities. In a province which imposed very few restrictions on one’s re-
ligious freedom, there were also no laws either permitting or requiring
the provincial government to expend money for church and school build-
ings or to secure and support ministers. This meant that if the early
settlers in Adams county wanted to have churches and schools, they
would need to rely on private efforts to secure them.! Since there contin-
ued to be a severe shortage of learned and properly ordained clergymen

*Among those who assisted in the preparation of this paper, Arthur Weaner must be
mentioned first. His work in preparing the map of part of the Bermudian settlement
was absolutely indispensable in enhancing the reader’s understanding of the settlement
and, particularly, where the Anglicans lived in it. James P. Myers, Jr., the editor of this
journal, shared with me both insights and documents resulting from his own research in
the history of Bermudian in the eighteenth century. As always, the staffs of the York
County Archives and of the Historical Society of York County have been most patient
and helpful in responding to my many requests for help. Members of the staffs of the
Lutheran Theological Seminary Library at Gettysburg; Cumberland County Historical
Society; Dickinson College Archives; Princeton University Archives; and Lambeth Pal-
ace Library, London, England, were also helpful.

“
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in Pennsylvania long after the close of the colonial period, much of the
responsibility for establishing religious institutions rested upon laymen,
for whom this was a new and often difficult task.

Although there is much we do not know, and may never know, about
the circumstances of the earliest religious services in Adams county, cer-
tainly they occurred before there were church buildings. There is evi-
dence that some people built a schoolhouse first and then used it for
worship services until they were able to do something more. Others be-
gan by using the houses and barns of one or more members. If the people
were Mennonite or Brethren, they might be content with such facilities
for many years. The first Upper Conewago Brethren meeting house in
Adams county was not built until the congregation had been in exist-
ence for a century or more. But arrangements such as these were not
satisfactory for Roman Catholics, Presbyterians, Lutherans, or Reformed.
In Europe, they had been accustomed to having buildings specifically
designed as churches. Once in Pennsylvania, they also wanted to have
what they could call churches, even if they were much smaller and sim-
pler than what they had always known at home.

E

Not only were the Penn proprietors major participants in the govern-
ment of provincial Pennsylvania, but they were also the landlords with
whom the first claimants upon their acres had to deal. Under the rules
which the Penns established, three steps were required to obtain a clear
and full title to one’s real estate. The first was to purchase a warrant,
which was a directive to a surveyor commissioned by the provincial land
office to determine the metes and bounds which the purchaser was claim-
ing. While the Penns would undoubtedly have preferred that every per-
son secure a warrant at the time of settlement, they had no way of en-
forcing such a requirement. Years, sometimes decades, were permitted
to separate settlement and warrant.

Since few colonial churches, and none in Adams county, were incorpo-
rated, land had to be purchased and then held by persons who were
acting as trustees for the congregations of which they were members.
The amounts of land specified in the warrants varied widely. Although
only a few acres were in fact required for a church, schoolhouse, and
burying ground, some congregations purchased many more, most of which
could then be used for what was often called the glebe. The income from
the extra acres might help support a minister or a schoolmaster.

5
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/ach/vols/iss1/1
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The second step in securing land, either for an individual or for a
congregation, was for the surveyor to determine the actual courses and
distances of the purchase, in such a way that it did not interfere with
the claims of previous or contemporary claimants. Usually a surveyor
appeared soon after being informed a warrant had been purchased. Until
he did his work and then provided a purchaser with a copy of it, the
settler could not know with any certainty where his boundaries were
and how many acres they enclosed. Surveyed acreage rarely corresponded
with that called for in the warrant, but this was not a matter of concern,
since a reckoning of balances still owed, with other charges, would be
made at some future date.

Clearly, many persons, including congregations, regarded the copy of
a survey in their actual possession as sufficient evidence of ownership,
even though it was obviously not a deed and did not confer a clear and
full title upon its holder. Just as the Penns did not normally insist that
one take out a warrant at the time of settlement, they did not insist on
prompt payment of all remaining charges once a survey had been made
and the acquisition of a patent deed. There were times in the nineteenth
century when, in order to increase its income, the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania (which seized control of most remaining Penn family land
rights during the Revolution) took steps to urge or coax owners to com-
plete their titles. The urgent need for more revenue explains why the
legislature passed such a law in 1864 and why so many patent deeds
were issued in the fall of that year.

The following examples, drawn from the experiences of six colonial
Adams county congregations, illustrate the variety of ways by which
their members undertook to initiate and then complete ownership of the
land on which their first churches stood. All of these examples begin
with some congregational activity as early as the 1730s or 1740s.

The Conewago Settlement

The part of Adams county to be occupied first, in the 1730s, was the
southeastern section. Because the south branch of the Conewago creek
flowed through it from south to north, this area was widely known as
the Conewago settlement. In 1739 the Lancaster county court estab-
lished a public road which began at the site of the present Wrightsville
and stretched for some thirty-five miles west and south through the
present York, Spring Grove, Hanover, and Littlestown to the province

6
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line. Known as the Monocacy road, this thoroughfare was used by thou-
sands of immigrants who passed through the settlement on their way to
new homes in western Maryland, Virginia, or the Carolinas.

At a time when the boundary line between Pennsylvania and Mary-
land was in serious dispute, the Maryland proprietor in 1727 granted a
warrant for 10,000 acres to John Digges, a man who already had sizable
landholdings in that province. No survey was made for him until five
years later. When a temporary boundary line was drawn in 1739, it was
found that his 6,822 acres were all in what is now Pennsylvania, extend-
ing roughly from Hanover to Littlestown. A second, and illegal, survey
made in 1745 increased the size of what was known as Digges’ Choice to
10,501 acres.?

In increasing financial difficulties and eager to gain an income from
the sale of his lands, Digges welcomed purchasers of many faiths. Within
a few years there were Roman Catholics (he was a Catholic), Lutherans,
Reformed, and Mennonites living near each other in Conewago. All of
the available evidence indicates that, while members of these faiths were
often hostile to each other in Europe, here they lived together in relative
harmony.

There is a longstanding tradition, but one not substantiated by reli-
able evidence, that early Roman Catholic services were held in a house
located on the property of Robert Owings, a friend and neighbor of Digges.
On March 23, 1743, the Penn proprietors issued a warrant for 100 acres
at the “mouth of Plumb Creek on Little Conewago” to Henry Neal, a
Jesuit priest who was then pastor of the Catholic church in Philadel-
phia. The warrant neither identified Neal (whose name was usually
spelled Neale) as a clergyman nor made any reference to the fact that
the warranted land was intended to be used for religious purposes, but
it was here that the first Conewago chapel was built, probably a few
years before a survey of 141 acres 116 perches was made on April 21,
1744. Note that although Digges and Owings both held their land under
the authority of the Maryland proprietors, the chapel was built on land
which the Penn proprietors had warranted and surveyed.?

Henry Neale died in Philadelphia in 1748. After that a succession of
Jesuit priests held the warranted and surveyed, but as yet unpatented,
land in trust, even long after the oldest section of the present church
(given the name Sacred Heart of Jesus) was built in the 1780s. Finally,
on November 22, 1837, the Commonwealth issued a patent deed to the
Reverend William McSherry, Georgetown, D.C., “Superior of the society
of Jesuits in trust for said society.” The Jesuits controlled Conewago

7
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chapel until 1901. In 1962 Pope John XXIII conferred upon the church
the honor and dignity of a minor basilica.

* % %

In May 1735 a German Lutheran pastor living near the present New
Holland in Lancaster county, John Casper Stoever, included the
Conewago settlement in regular visits he began making as far south as
Virginia. Between 1735 and 1742 he baptized more than sixty children
in Conewago, most of whom were born to Lutheran parents, but some to
Reformed.*

When the Lutherans, with Stoever’s assistance, eventually organized
a congregation in 1743, it was the one which is today represented by St.
Matthew’s church in Hanover. The Reformed organized about two years
later and are now represented by Christ United Church of Christ, east
of Littlestown.

On September 10, 1750, the Penn proprietors issued a warrant to
Michael Will (in this case, as with Henry Neale, he was the sole trustee)
for 50 acres of land, for the use of the Reformed congregation at “Little
Conewago.” It took more than eight years for the surveyor to come. When
he did, on March 22, 1759, which may well have been about the time the
first church was built, he set aside 37 acres for the use of the congrega-
tion. A patent deed for this acreage was granted to four trustees, but not
until May 25, 1774. Thus it took the Conewago Reformed about a quar-
ter century to go from warrant to patent, far less than it did for the
Conewago Catholics.

The Marsh Creek Settlement

About 1740 some 150 Scotch-Irish Presbyterian families located in
central Adams county, in an area which was widely known as the Marsh
Creek settlement. There are no precise boundaries for any of the many
colonial settlements in Pennsylvania. One might consider this one as
extending from near Hunterstown in the east to near Fairfield in the
west. A road which the Lancaster county court ordained in 1747 and
which ran westward through the present Abbottstown, New Oxford,
Gettysburg, and Fairfield was known as the Marsh Creek road.

Almost as soon as they arrived in Adams county, these Scotch-Irish
settlers turned, in June 1740, to an already existing church judicatory,

8
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the Donegal Presbytery, with a request that it designate a minister to
supply them with preaching and the sacraments. In April 1742 they
asked the same presbytery to send several of its members to help decide
where to locate their proposed meetinghouse. The visitors concluded there
were already enough families in the settlement to justify recommending
formation of two congregations, each with its own meetinghouse. Those
in the western part promptly organized the Marsh Creek congregation;
those in the eastern part, the Great Conewago congregation.®

The Marsh Creek church was located within the Manor of Maske, a
tract of 43,500 acres of land which the Penns had set apart in 1741, but
which the sustained opposition of the settlers made it impossible for
them to survey until an accommodation was reached a quarter century
later.®

Finally, on May 25, 1765, the Penns issued a warrant for 100 acres to
four trustees of “the presbyterian Congregation in the Manor of Maske
and Township of Cumberland.” The warrant stated that “a Meetinghouse
was erected by the said Congregation on a Tract of One hundred Acres of
Land . .. about Eighteen Years ago which has been ever since used and
enjoyed by them.” On January 8, 1766, they were presented with a sur-
vey of 157 acres, 34 perches of land.

Even though the proprietors and settlers in the manor had reached
an agreement ending their dispute and most tracts were surveyed in the
1760s, only a few actual deeds were issued until after the Revolution.
Since the 1779 legislation depriving the Penns of their remaining land
rights in Pennsylvania allowed them to retain their manors, any land-
owners within these tracts wishing to secure a deed after that date had
to deal with members of the Penn family, not the Commonwealth.

For one reason or another, the Upper Marsh Creek congregation still
had no deed when it decided to move into the borough of Gettysburg. By
their agents, the Penns granted deeds to persons who had purchased
the property from the congregation: to Con Menough for 134 acres, 147
perches on February 5, 1811, and to John Galloway and John Houck for
25 acres, 116 perches on June 9, 1829. In selling the glebe land, it was
the intention of the Gettysburg Presbyterian church, the successor con-
gregation, to retain possession of its old graveyard, known as Black’s
cemetery. Since it could not be demonstrated from known deeds, both
recorded and unrecorded, that such ownership had ever been reserved,
either when the smaller of the two tracts was first sold or when it later
passed from one owner to another, on February 26, 1980, the church
purchased from the then owners the graveyard tract, containing 1.381

acres.”
9
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The Bermudian Settlement

Some of the earliest land claims and actual settlements in Adams
county were made in its northern section, much of which is drained by
the Bermudian creek and its tributaries. The Bermudian flows east,
paralleling and finally emptying into the Conewago creek (in colonial
times often called the Great or Big Conewago) at the line between Wash-
ington and Warrington townships in York county.

It was long-established Penn family policy not to issue actual war-
rants for land in an area until they had made a treaty with the Indians,
one which the Penns regarded as extinguishing the claims of the Indi-
ans to that area. Although the Penns did permit, and in ways even en-
courage, some settlement west of the Susquehanna river before the treaty
of October 1736, the first warrants for land within Adams county were
not issued until January 1738.8 Nine of the first ten which were granted
between then and June 1738 were for land in the northern section of the
county. They were for a total of some 3,300 acres, either in or near what
was sometimes called the Bermudian settlement. Not all of the war-
rants resulted in surveys and patent deeds, but most did.

Some indication of the importance which the proprietors and their
agents attached to this area is conveyed by the fact that none of the first
three townships created in Adams county was in either Conewago or
Marsh Creek, but in the Bermudian settlement. Huntington, Tyrone,
and Menallen townships were in existence when the Lancaster county
commissioners met in December 1745 to levy county taxes for the fol-
lowing year. An early road, known as the Menallen road, skirted the
southern part of the settlement. It entered the county at East Berlin
and continued west through Heidlersburg. In colonial times its western
terminus was near the Menallen meeting house on ‘Possum Creek, then
located east of Biglerville. Just when the Lancaster or possibly York
county court established this highway is unknown.®

As already noted, most of the early settlers in Marsh Creek were
Scotch-Irish Presbyterians. Sharing the diversity of early Conewago, the
Bermudian settlement attracted English and Irish Quakers and Angli-
cans, as well as German Lutherans, Reformed, and Brethren. The avail-
able evidence indicates that these people, as did those in Conewago,
lived in relative harmony with each other. One need only read the estate
papers of the early residents to learn the extent to which they often
relied on friends and neighbors with ethnic backgrounds different from
their own.

10
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* % %

In the early 1740s a small group of German Lutherans and Reformed
located in and around Huntington township. Somehow learning that a
Reformed pastor was about to visit the newly founded town of York, they
prevailed upon him to pay them a visit too. The Rev. Jacob Lischy
preached, baptized four children, and may also have administered com-
munion. The day on which this occurred, March 19, 1745, is taken to
mark the beginning of the Bermudian church, a union church which for
a century and a quarter accommodated both Lutheran and Reformed
congregations. There is no evidence of activity by a Lutheran pastor in
the area for about three years after Lischy began his ministry there.!?

Sometime after 1758, when a new Lutheran pastor took charge at
Bermudian, he began a register for the church. Rev. Lucas Raus com-
posed what is a rare and invaluable historical statement about the
church’s beginnings and then had it inscribed on the register’s title page:

Church Book of the Reformed and Evangelical Lutheran congre-
gations, both true Protestant churches in accordance with the Word
of God on the Bermudian in Huntington Township in the Province of
Pennsylvania.

On the 19th day of March and in the Year of our Lord 1745 at the
dwelling of Henrich Weidenbach under the open sky they first met
and organized. Afterward in the houses and barns of Johannes Asper
Senior and others they increased and continued. Until at last both
churches of Christ, by unanimous and brotherly voice, decided, on
the Christlike offer of a member of the Reformed Church, Jacob Heens,
who for love of the worship of God, of his own free will, offered and
bestowed 2 Acres of land, for a Union Reformed and Evangelical
Lutheran Church, to build one such church, that the Word of God
might be preached therein clearly and in its purity, and the Holy
Sacraments might be administered in a devout and orderly manner,
according to the institution of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and as is
truly in accord with both faiths as is set forth in their Symbolical
Books and held acceptable.

For this praiseworthy purpose was also this church, Reformed and
Evangelical Lutheran, built, according to the Word of God; and on
the 15th of April in the year 1754, by the Right Reverend Herr Pas-
tor Bacher of the Lutheran Church and the Herr Pastor Jacob Lischy
of the Reformed Church, was solemnly and reverently dedicated, and
devoted to the One Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Ghost - and
consecrated to His honor: . . .1!

ikl
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The Raus statement that Jacob Heens (spelled Hen in other contem-
porary documents) not only offered, but also bestowed, 2 acres of land on
which to build the first Bermudian church is clear enough. However,
there is no credible evidence to support it, in the form of a deed, war-
rant, or survey. Only when the two congregations decided in the 1790s
that a new church building was needed did they agree that some sub-
stantial written evidence of their ownership of the property was also
needed.

On November 6, 1793, Jacob Comly and his wife gave a deed for 2
acres of land (that amount specified in the Raus statement) to four church
trustees, two Lutheran and two Reformed. The deed recited that the 2
acres were part of a tract warranted to Jacob Bowman on March 5, 1744,
and sold to Jacob Hen in 1763, to George Haegele in 1764, to Jacob Kinzer
in 1772, and to Comly in 1790. The Bowman, Hen, and Kinzer deeds
were recorded; none refers to a church standing on the property.!?

Both Jacob Bowman and Jacob Hen were members of the Bermudian
church. Two of the four children Jacob Lischy baptized on March 19,
1745, were theirs. Later he baptized two other Bowman and three other
Hen children. Jacob Hen did get a warrant in 1750 for 50 acres located
south of the Bowman land, but not adjoining the church property. Both
men appear to have left the area in the mid-1760s.

The mystery of how the Bermudian church came to be built on the
land of one man named Jacob when it was “offered and bestowed” by
another one named Jacob remains. What is clear is that the church land
was unpatented until November 5, 1840, when the Commonwealth
granted a deed for 229 acres 102 perches, including the church property,
to Alexander Power. He then owned the large farm which Jacob Comly
had purchased and which remained in his family until 1833. There are
Instances in which an owner, having procured a patent deed which in-
cluded a church property, then gave a deed to the church conveying patent
rights to it. This is not known to have happened in this case.

As early as the late 1730s there were Quakers, or members of the
Society of Friends, in northern Adams county. They developed two meet-
ings, one called Huntington and the other Menallen, both named after
the townships in which they were located. The first Huntington meet-
inghouse was built on land for which William Beales had secured a war-
rant for 50 acres on June 24, 1763."® Then, on December 9, 1766, after
securing a survey, he transferred 5 acres of it to four “members of and
Trustees for the Society of the People called Quakers, in Huntington
Township.” Beals promised that, when he or his heirs “shall have ob-

12



Adams County History, Vol. 5 [1999], Art. 1

tained a Patent from the Honourable Proprietaries . . . for the aforesaid
Tract of Land . . . then he or they shall and will make do and execute a
good and sufficient Deed of Conveyance” for the 5 acres to the trustees,
“they paying a proportionable part of the . . . Expences in obtaining the
said Patent.” This never happened, because on February 12, 1799, the
Huntington trustees secured from the Commonwealth their own clear
and full title for their 5 acres.'

Christ Church, Huntington

The experience of the Anglicans in the Bermudian settlement, as they
went about the task of securing land for their congregation, only adds to
the variety and confusion already demonstrated by previous examples
drawn from colonial Adams county churches. Their experience has been
chosen for the most extensive treatment in this essay.!®

Situated in the western part of Huntington township, extending into
Tyrone, and lying roughly between the present towns of Heidlersburg
and York Springs, there is a moderately sloping, and no better than
moderately fertile, area which attracted some of the earliest families
choosing to locate in northern Adams county. On June 9, 1738, the pro-
prietors issued three warrants for large tracts of land in this part of the
Bermudian settlement: to William Wierman, a Quaker, for 500 acres “on
a north west branch of Conewago creek called Curmegan where he now
lives”; to Valentine Fickes, a German Reformed, for 200 acres “near Wm.
Wyerman’s Land on a branch of Conewago”; and to William Proctor, an
Anglican, for 300 acres “situate near Big Conewago.” During the next
ten years, warrants for nearby land were issued to David Richey, John
Cox, Henry Sigfred, William Field, John McGrew, David Kenworthy,
James Murphy, Henry Harris, Richard Proctor, and others, not all of
whom are known to have been Anglicans. In several cases, the land cov-
ered by these warrants was later purchased by such Anglicans as John
Collins and Joseph Dodds.

Recognizing the qualifications of some of these people to fill posts in
local and provincial government, both provincial authorities and county
voters chose them for public office. For example, the name of Archibald
McGrew was on a short list of persons recommended to the proprietors
for service when York county was established in 1749. In 1754 he was
elected coroner in 1761 he was appointed a justice of the peace and six
years later he was elected to the provincial assembly. Among the per-
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sons chosen to serve as grand jurors during the first several court ses-
sions after 1749 were Richard and William Proctor; Isaac, John, and
Richard Sadler; Francis and William Hodge; and John Collins. Mem-
bers of Christ Church were among the earliest appointed township offic-
ers of Huntington and Tyrone townships. In the former, William Young
was named constable in 1751 and David Richey in 1752. In the latter,
William Proctor was appointed constable in 1752 and John Maxwell in
1754.

In the late summer of 1746, Reverend Richard Locke, an Anglican
minister then residing in Lancaster, reported to the Society for the Propa-
gation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, which had recently appointed him
Itinerant Missionary of Pennsylvania,!® that soon after he had arrived
in Lancaster in 1744 someone came to him from a place he called
“Contwager” to tell him how much the Anglicans living there “stood in
want of a Clergyman,” especially since the nearest available one lived
one hundred miles away. The Anglicans there, he wrote, “had made a
purchase of 180 Acres of Land for the maintainance of a Clergyman.”

Locke responded by visiting the settlement. There were about 150
people at his first service, but he was careful to add that many of them
were not Anglicans, but what he called Dissenters. He was told that
there were “about 100 for some miles round that belong to the Church of
England.” Locke organized a congregation by installing the elected lay
officers (wardens and vestrymen). With his encouragement, he reported,
“they immediately fell to work to raise a log house church.” On his third
visit he administered communion to thirteen persons. The people, he
believed, were very poor, since they could not raise even twenty shillings
to pay his traveling expenses. It was a new country in which he found
himself, since “10 years ago there was not a white man in all those parts.”
It was also a fast-growing country, since “there is little or no Land now
to be taken up at the first Purchase.”"’

In October 1748, as Richard Locke was about to return to England for
a visit, the inhabitants of the townships of Huntington and Tyrone peti-
tioned the society for a minister “to reside amongst us.” Having “pur-
chased a Tract of Land of an hundred and eighty acres” for use as a
glebe, they had “built a small church already, which we have called Christ
Church, of thirty feet long and twenty wide.”'® But for want of a regular
minister they remained “in a starving condition for y¢ spiritual nourish-
ment of our Souls.” What was perhaps even more distressing for them,
and what “cuts us to the very harte (is) to see our poor Infants dye with-
out being made members of Christ by Baptism.”
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Thirty-seven persons
signed what followed,
which was headed the
“Subscription of the Con-
gregation of Crist Church,”
in Huntington, Tyrone,
and adjacent parts. The
signers promised more
than thirty pounds in an-
nual subscriptions and ex-
pressed the belief that the
total amount given would
increase when they had a
minister in residence “who
by his prudent conduct
may recommend himself to
those who at present are
not so warm in y® cause as
we but yet well minded to
e

The petitioners were
probably realistic enough
to know that an answer to

- T . t : f'11 e d 1748 their request would be

ig. 1: The tombstone of William Fie X : :

was standing in the Christ Church graveyard some years in coming. In

as late as 1996. (Courtesy James P. Myers, Jr) dJune 1 75.2 Reverend
George Craig, who had ar-

rived in America the year before and taken up residence as itinerant
missionary in Lancaster, succeeding Locke, informed the society that he
had recently administered communion at Christ Church to twenty-two
persons. It was Craig whose missionary activity resulted in the creation
of an Anglican parish of three congregations, which lasted for about half
a century. On his way to Christ Church, he told the society, he had
preached in York, where he found “but a few English Families, . . . its
chief Inhabitants being German.” Going beyond Christ Church, he had
preached and administered communion in Carlisle, “where they have no
church and no Missionary ever was before.”?

The first resident pastor of what is here being called the Huntington
parish did not take up his duties until seven years after the petition of
1748. His name was Thomas Barton (1728-1780). Ordained in London
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Fig. 22 MEMBERS “OF THE CONGREGATION OF CHRIST CHURCH” WHO
PLEDGED TO CONTRIBUTE ANNUALLY TO THE SUPPORT OF A MINISTER
WHO WOULD BE SENT TO THEM, 1748:

Richard Sadler* Jacob Armfeele Heneiry Hariss*
John Sadler* John Simens Jur. John Thomson
thomas Young Jene feeld James McGrew
Isaac Sadler* Elishey Badsalt Archabald McGrew*
John Maxwell* Thomas Nash Will Procter*®
Thomas Morow* William Young* John Douglas
Samuel Pope John Collans* Charles Coulson*
John Coxen Willaim Mils John Adlum
Alaxander McGrew* Mickal Wilson John Griffeth
John Wilson* John feeld John Sponsly

[ ] Frances hodg* David Kenworthy
Richard Procter James Reay

Richard Scoot John Simens Senr

*The asterisk denotes those who in 1759 signed a similar petition, which lacked amounts
pledged. The eleventh name on the 1748 list is not decipherable.

early in 1755 and commissioned by the society for the Pennsylvania ser-
vice, he arrived in Philadelphia in April. Members of Christ Church came
to the city in wagons and brought his family and their effects to Hun-
tington township. Barton was pleased to learn that his parishioners “had
struggled hard to keep alive some sense of religion among their children
by meeting every Sunday and getting one of the Members to read prayers
to them.” After he made his first round of pastoral visits, the wardens
and vestrymen of the parish agreed that he should conduct services on
three Sundays out of every six at Christ Church, two at Carlisle, and
one at York. In addition, he agreed to visit Anglicans several times each
year in such places as Shippensburg, Sherman’s Valley, West
Pennsborough, and Marsh Creek. In his first report to the society, which
was not made until November 1756, he commented on the increasing
numbers attending the services, many of whom were not Anglicans. At
Christ Church, for example, there were sometimes so many present that
he was “obliged to preach to them under the Covert of the Trees.”*
Increasing numbers did not necessarily translate into an increasing
financial support. “Upon my arrival at Huntington,” Barton wrote in
November 1756, “I found the Glebe still under its native woods and the
people not able to make any improvement upon it.” As a result, he had to
purchase his own land and construct the buildings necessary for his
family. Although the parishioners agreed to help pay his debts, thus far
they had not been able to do so. He cautioned that this statement was
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not meant “to derogate from the merit of my good parishioners,” since
they “would willingly do anything in their power to afford me an easy
support and maintenance.”??

Barton believed that he had arrived in the Huntington parish at a
time when within a few years it “would have vyed with the ablest in this
province, as it was in a flourishing state and could not contain less than
2000 persons members of the Church of England.” Also, he was hopeful
of the eventual success of his efforts to persuade some of the Indian
traders who regularly visited Carlisle “to exchange their savage barbar-
ity for the pure and peaceable religion of Jesus.”?

All of the optimism of his first months disappeared with the defeat in
July 1755 of the British army under General Edward Braddock and its
retreat to the safety of Philadelphia. This opened the entire Pennsylva-
nia frontier from New Jersey westward to the Maryland line to merci-
less French and Indian attacks.

Barton immediately placed himself in the forefront of efforts to de-
fend the Cumberland county frontier and then repel the attackers. Among
other things, he and some of his parishioners helped construct fortifica-
tions. He and some of his fellow-pastors, including Presbyterians and
German Reformed, joined together to urge people in York and
Cumberland counties to defend their families and homes. In August 1756
he prepared a petition to the governor, reminding him that “the County
of Cumberland is mostly evacuated, and Part of this become the Fron-
tier,” and calling upon him to make every effort to relieve the situation.
There were some 265 signatures on the two copies of this petition which
have survived. Among names of Lutherans, Reformed, and Presbyteri-
ans were those of some of Barton’s parishioners in Christ Church, in-
cluding five Sadlers, two Hattons, three McGrews, John Abbott, Joseph
Dodds, Francis Hodge, John Maxwell, David Richey, and William Young.?*

When the French destroyed and evacuated Fort Duquesne and the
English occupied the site in November 1758, war in Pennsylvania all
but ended. In reflecting upon their activities during the preceding two
and one-half years, Barton could believe that he and his parishioners
had done their part in contributing to the victory.

In the spring of 1759 Barton had left the Huntington parish and moved
with his family to Lancaster. He informed the society of his intention to
visit his former congregations “and render them every service in my
power” until another minister reached them. He also forwarded to Lon-
don a petition, dated October 2, 1759, from “the members of the Episco-
pal Churches in the counties of York and Cumberland in Pennsylvania.”
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The text praised their former minister for his many exertions on their
behalf and asked for a successor. “We are now entirely sensible of the
Superior advantages attending the regular ministration of God’s word,”
the petitioners declared. In concluding, they stated their intention “im-
mediately to make all suitable improvement on the Glebe, to erect a
Parsonage House and a New Church; in short, to exert ourselves to the
utmost of our power in so interesting and important a Matter.”

Of the 61 signatures on the petition, more than half were those of
members of Christ Church, including 14 who had signed the 1748 peti-
tion. Since this was a request from the Huntington parish, members of
the congregations in York and Carlisle also signed. Three Anglican min-
isters - George Craig, Thomas Barton, and William Smith - added their
endorsement of the petition. Smith was the provost of the College of
Philadelphia.?

The minister who arrived in the parish in 1760, William Thomson
(sometimes spelled Thompson) (1735-1785), was not only the first na-
tive son in the pulpit, but also the son of Reverend Samuel Thompson,
who served the Great Conewago Presbyterian church, near Hunterstown,
from 1749 until 1779. Upon his ordination in England in 1759, the soci-
ety commissioned him for the American service. He arrived in Pennsyl-
vania in the spring of the following year.

It was William Thomson who opened the first known record book at
Christ Church. He recorded baptisms (but only for the years 1760-1763)
and began the keeping of brief vestry minutes. His faithful listing of the
names of wardens and vestrymen, beginning in 1760, offers us the most
complete record of lay leadership in any colonial Adams county church.
The only Barton register which has survived contains marriages and
some baptisms. He took it with him when he went to Lancaster and
continued using it there.

During this pastorate Christ congregation built the new church which
its members had promised in their 1759 petition; the actual decision to
build was made early in 1763. They received some help from what might
be considered an unexpected source. On February 15, 1765, the Penn-
sylvania assembly passed an act authorizing a lottery to raise the sum
of some 3,000 pounds, to be used for the benefit of ten Anglican congre-
gations in Pennsylvania. Of this sum, 515 pounds were allocated for
building churches in Carlisle and York, as well as for repairing (this is
the language of the act) Christ Church. Available records do not estab-
lish how much its members eventually realized, but apparently not all
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Fig. 3:
Sketch of
the second
log church,
Christ
Church

(on White
Church
Road,
Huntington
township),
drawn in the
1860s by the
Rev. Francis
Clerc.

(Courtesy of
St. John’s
Episcopal
Church and
Dickinson
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Fig. 4: (Left) Begun when William Thomson became minister in 1760. Unfortu-
nately, it was not kept regularly thereafter. For example, there were no regu-
lar listings of baptisms between 1763 and 1784 or between 1798 and 1823. In
1829 Rev. Richard D. Hale entered on the title page the names of some of the
members of the congregation during the pastorate of John Campbell. After
being lost for half a century, in 1939 the book was located in Nebraska and
acquired by the Historical Society of York County. (Courtesy Historical Soci-
ety of York County.)
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of the lottery tickets were sold. In 1767 the vestry appointed two of its
members to travel to Philadelphia in order to claim their share.

Although in its 1759 petition the congregation promised to improve
the glebe land and build a parsonage, William Thomson soon found that
the glebe land yielded little or no income and that the house was so
unsatisfactory that he decided to live elsewhere. On February 22, 1763,
he secured a warrant for 300 acres of land located several tracts north-
west of the church, along the Carlisle road, and previously improved by
a member of the parish, Thomas Morrow.

Only a few months after this warrant was obtained, warfare again
erupted along the long frontier. Writing to the society from Carlisle on
October 2, 1763, Thomson declared that “the distressing circumstances
of this Mission I can’t possibly describe. Everything here is in the great-
est confusion and utmost disorder.” It took a full year before the gover-
nor could declare that peace with the Indians had once more been estab-
lished and that hostilities should cease.?

In 1769 William Thomson resigned the Huntington parish and moved
to New Jersey. His successor, John Andrews (1746-1813), was a native of
Maryland and a 1765 graduate of the College of Philadelphia. After study-
ing theology with Thomas Barton in Lancaster, he went to England,
where in February 1767 he was ordained and the society commissioned
him as a missionary to America. His first parish was at Lewes, Dela-
ware. Early in 1770 he came to the Huntington parish and may have
moved into the house on the glebe. His pastorate there was short; he left
in 1772 to take a congregation in Queen Anne county, Maryland. Accord-
ing to his biographer, he needed a greater income than the Huntington
parish could provide for him.?’

* x %

After a short vacancy, a new pastor, Daniel Batwell (d. 1802), arrived
in the Huntington parish in April 1774. He had chosen to leave an ap-
parently successful eight-year pastorate of a London church to accept
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the society’s appointment as a missionary to America. Upon reviewing
the geographical extent of his new parish, he decided that since Christ
Church, with its glebe, was roughly half way between his other two con-
gregations, it was his “Duty,” as he described it, to live there. What he
found on the glebe, he told the society, was “a wretched Log-house not
habitable,” but one which, with some of his own funds, used to construct
outbuildings, plant fruit trees, and establish a garden, could be turned
into “a comfortable Habitation.” Writing a year later, on March 29, 1775,
he said that the house “is nearly repaired, and I shall be able to carry my
family thither soon after Easter.”?®

Within two months of his arrival in the parish, Batwell began asking
questions about the Huntington church land and receiving disturbing
answers. The glebe land, he reported to the society on May 20, 1774,
“(said to consist of near 200 Acres) is neither patented, nor warranted,
so that as yet there is no legal Title to it.” He vowed to use his “best
Endeavours with the Congregation to have this defect Supplied,” and
asked the society for instructions on how to proceed “in this weighty
matter.” In responding a year later (May 6, 1775), the secretary told him
that the society could give him no instructions and advised him to follow
the existing rules. Even before receiving this letter, Batwell had to ex-
press to the society (June 26, 1775) his “Sorrow, that the present un-
settled State of Affairs prevents me from completing the Matter of the
Glebe.”

If Thomas Barton was faced with a severe crisis within months after
his arrival in the Huntington parish in 1755, Daniel Batwell was faced
with one which proved to be even more severe soon after he became
pastor nineteen years later. Seeking a clear title to the Christ Church
glebe lands had to be pushed aside by much more pressing and immedi-
ate concerns.

As long as Americans were protesting what many believed were un-
wise and unacceptable regulations which the British government was
imposing upon them, at the very time when they were increasingly con-
vinced they were able to handle their own affairs, Daniel Batwell could
join most other Anglican clergymen in calling for the redress of Ameri-
can grievances. But when, early in 1776, the calls for independence be-
came louder and louder, these clergymen had to reexamine their posi-
tions. King George III was the head of the Church of England. Its min-
isters were committed by their ordination vows to pray for the entire
royal family during each worship service. Theirs was a liturgical church;
these prayers were part of the liturgy which was to be used in every
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such service. In addition, most Anglican ministers in Pennsylvania were
commissioned and supported by the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in Foreign Parts, a distinctly English organization.

As the sentiment for independence increased, Batwell began express-
ing his opposition to it. Then, along with most other Anglican ministers
outside Philadelphia, in the spring of 1776 he ceased holding public ser-
vices in the parish. Continuing to live on the glebe, he tried to serve his
parishioners in other ways, such as baptizing children and serving occa-
sionally as witness to a will. He soon became known as a pronounced
Loyalist or Tory, a position which in York and Cumberland counties at-
tracted to him both supporters and detractors.

On November 25, 1776, Samuel Johnston, the chief proprietary agent
in York and the leading Anglican layman there, wrote to the society that,
although being advised for his own safety not to come to York, Batwell
had entered the town two months before “to supply his family with some
necessaries.” As he was leaving, persons Johnston identified as “all Ger-
mans” accused Batwell of having stolen the horse he was riding and
then, taking him to the Codorus creek, “with savage cruelty they soused
him in the water several times.” He was allowed to return home, wet
clothes and all.?

A year later, in September 1777, as the British were about to seize
Philadelphia, a York county justice of the peace who was also a state
commissioner to seize the personal effects of Tories, ordered Batwell taken
into custody and placed in the York county prison, on the charge of con-
spiring with others “to destroy the publick Stores and Magazines” at
Lancaster, York, and Carlisle. He was ordered held until either the Con-
tinental Congress or the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania
“shall take further order touching the said Daniel.”%

In Batwell’s own words, “in the Night between the 23d and 24th of
September I was seized in my Bed in a dangerous sickness, and being
unable to stand or help myself, was put with my Bed into a waggon, and
conveyed to York Prison, where I have since lain in a most languishing
Condition.” The prisoner lost no time in seeking his release. In a letter
to the Continental Congress dated October 1, he solemnly protested his
“absolute Innocence of the Crimes laid to my Charge” and asked the
Congress to “enquire into the matter.” In an accompanying letter, Dr.
David Jameson certified that the prisoner was “so much emaciated by a
complication of disorders... that he must sink under it” unless he is
promptly released.®
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Aware that there was a serious question of who had jurisdiction in a
case such as this, the Congress limited itself to directing the jailer to
remove Batwell to some properly guarded place where his life would no
longer be in danger. When he appealed to them again on November 7,
1777, Congress did no more than recommend to the Commonwealth that
Batwell might be released if he took the required oath of allegiance to
Pennsylvania (which required one to “renounce and refuse all allegiance
to George the Third, King of Great Britain, his heirs and successors”) or,
if he refused the oath, that he might be permitted, with his family, to
cross into British lines.

Offered the option, Batwell chose the latter course and arrived in
Philadelphia on February 27, 1778. When the British evacuated the city
four months later, he went with them to New York. For a time he held a
commission as chaplain to some Loyalist New Jersey soldiers, but his
poor health probably made it impossible for him to serve in that capac-
ity. He died in England in 1802.%

To a lesser extent, the crisis facing Daniel Batwell during the Ameri-
can Revolution also confronted all Anglican laymen in the Huntington
parish. In prosecuting the revolution to a successful conclusion, the Penn-
sylvania government required of its people heavier and heavier taxes,
acceptance of increasingly worthless paper money, militia service, and
the same oath of allegiance which Batwell could not bring himself to
take. Although the primary sources for studying the degree of popular
support for the revolution in York and Adams counties are regrettably
very incomplete, the number of known active Loyalists or Tories who
were charged with violating the laws, arrested, tried, and convicted was
small. Not many suffered a fate similar to that of Daniel Batwell.3?

* X %

As the Revolution ended, it was probably not certain that the colonial
Anglican church, at least in Pennsylvania, would survive in a recogniz-
able form in an independent United States of America. For that to occur,
it would surely have to be reorganized as an independent American
church, with power to order its own affairs, including the ordination of
its clergy. Only after the British parliament passed an act in 1785 per-
mitting bishops to consecrate other bishops without requiring of them
an oath of loyalty to the monarch, and only after three Americans were
so consecrated (one in Scotland and two in England) was it possible to
organize the Protestant Episcopal church in the United States in 1789.
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Five years before this happened, a man who identified himself as Rev-
erend John Campbell (1752-1819) appeared in the Huntington parish,
to which as it turned out he was no stranger. Born near Shippensburg in
Cumberland county, he was the son of Francis Campbell, a merchant,
tavernkeeper, justice of the peace, and active Presbyterian layman. John
attended Princeton College (then the College of New Jersey), which gradu-
ated him in 1770. Instead of then seeking entrance into the Presbyte-
rian ministry, as one might have expected, he went to England and was
ordained an Anglican priest in 1773, when he was but 21 years of age.
For the next decade, and until after the Revolution ended with British
recognition of American independence, he remained in England, serving
as pastor of at least two parishes.

By 1784 he had returned to Pennsylvania. On June 28 of that year
two vestrymen of St. John’s Church in York informed him “that we are
in want of a clergyman, and from the character we have received of you
as well as the small acquaintance we had, [we can] assure you that no
one will be more agreeable.” After promising to “endeavor to make you
happy” and reminding him of “the smallness of our number,” they made
him a generous salary offer, which he accepted. Within a matter of weeks
he was elected and embarked on a new career, as a Protestant Episcopal
minister.*

Christ congregation elected John Campbell its pastor on August 9,
1784. Of the seventeen wardens and vestrymen chosen on that day, eleven
were men who had served before 1776 (including Archibald McGrew,
Leonard Hatton, John Collins, John and James Maxwell, and William
Godfrey), while the others were newcomers. One of Campbell’s first acts
was to agree that a sum of money due him should be applied to building
a new barn on the glebe. Another was to resume recording baptisms, the
first in almost twenty-one years. Still another was to join with the ves-
try in an effort to secure a clear title for the glebe land.

In spite of repeated statements made as early as the 1740s that the
church had purchased and owned a tract of 180 or 200 acres of land, as
late as 1784 the land records of Pennsylvania contained no evidence
whatsoever that such a purchase had ever actually occurred. Accord-
ingly, on May 13, 1785, the Commonwealth granted to William Godfrey
and John Collins, “Church Wardens for the time being” a warrant for
180 acres of land in Huntington township, York county, “In Trust to them
and their Successors for ever, to the use of the Minister officient or his
Successor or Successors in the English Episcopal church.” The warrant
stated that the land included an improvement already made. Interest

25

https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/ach/vols/iss1/1



et al.: Adams County History 1999

was to be calculated from March 1, 1755, which was the land office’s
estimate of when the land was first being used.

The deputy surveyor to whom this warrant was presented for execu-
tion was a man new to the job. John Forsyth had been commissioned on
May 7, 1784, to work in ten townships, of which Huntington was one.
On June 17, 1785, he did survey 172 acres 42 perches which the church
claimed, but he had to report that about 54 of those acres were already
included in a patent which had only recently been issued to Thomas
Armor.

Although Thomas Armor, a long-time resident of York, never held the
title of deputy surveyor, from the time of his first appearance in York
county in the 1750s he had been authorized to survey many tracts in
widely different parts of the county and make returns to the land office.
Anyone working with these surveys, which he often did not sign, can
recognize his distinctive handwriting. Between 1752 and 1784 he had
acquired fifteen warrants in his own name. The proprietors commis-
sioned him a justice of the peace for York county in 1755. Twenty years
later, he became and remained an active supporter of the Revolution. As
an Anglican, he must have been familiar with the Christ Church glebe,
but this did not prevent him from claiming what many of its members
believed had always been part of it.

On June 19, 1769, a man named Joseph Wallace, or Wallis, secured
West Side Application 5523 (a land paper which we can consider the
equivalent of a warrant) for 150 acres, joining land granted to Henry
Sigfred and William Wierman in Huntington township. Less than four
months later, Wallace transferred his rights to this application to Tho-
mas Armor. Apparently no survey was made until March 27, 1777, at a
time when the land office was closed and before the revolutionary gov-
ernment reopened it in 1784. On September 2, 1784, the Commonwealth
granted Armor a patent deed for 141 acres of land. Armor died in York
early in 1785 (Rev. John Campbell conducted his funeral), leaving his
estate to two persons he described in his will as cousins: Robert Bigham
of Cumberland township, who was named executor, and Thomas Bigham
of Hamiltonban township.

Convinced that more than fifty acres of a glebe which they had claimed
for forty years or more had been snatched from them, the Christ Church
wardens now made an effort to reclaim them. There is no evidence that
they appealed to the board of property, one of whose duties was to re-
solve similar disputes. Instead, Campbell, Godfrey, and Collins, “in be-
half of the . . . Episcopal Congregation at Huntington,” entered an action
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Fig. 5: The survey which John Forsyth made in 1785 illustrates clearly how the
patent which Thomas Armor obtained the year before encroached upon the
land which the members of Christ Church had long claimed as their own. Even-
tually, the congregation purchased about 60 acres from the Armor patent.

in the July 1785 term of the York county court of common pleas against
“Robert Bigham as well in his own right and also as Executor of the last
Will and Testament of Thomas Armor deceased.” The court ordered that
any two of three named justices of the peace - Henry Slagle, Samuel
Edie, and Jacob Rudisill - meeting at the tavern of Paul Metzger in
Hanover on September 7, 1785, take the depositions of fifteen desig-
nated men, all of whom were well acquainted with the history of the
church and its glebe. The depositions were then to be filed and become a
part of the permanent public record (Perpetuam rei Memoriam).%
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Fig. 6:
CHRIST CHURCH AND ITS ENVIRONS
The purpose of this map is to acquaint the reader with the land holdings of some of
the eighteenth-century members of Christ Church, Huntington, and their neighbors.
The task of preparing such a map is made especially difficult because no contemporary
surveys have survived for several of the earliest warrantees (for example, for William
Proctor), some of whom soon transferred their rights by means of documents, formal or
informal, which were never recorded or referred to in later deeds. It took surveyors
commissioned by the Land Office in the nineteenth century to determine where the
courses and distances of William Proctor’s survey were, or should have been.
A. Land which Christ Church claimed from the 1740s and for which it eventually
obtained deeds (102)
B. Land covered by the first three warrants granted (in 1738) in the immediate area
of the church:
William Proctor (97, 147), later James Murphy
William Wierman (105) Sometime after 1766 the large Wierman holdings of some
1139 acres were resurveyed and laid off in subdivisions for the heirs
Valentine Fickes (156) Fickes obtained a second warrant (155) in 1746
C. Early warrants for tracts which adjoined land which the church claimed
Henry Sigfred, patented by John Todd, later divided between Edward Hatton and
Robert Wiley (142)
Richard Proctor (101), later Edward Hatton. Proctor also claimed (100) and (160)
William Field (99) Field also had claims to other nearby land not identified on this
map
Benjamin Cox (143)
William Wierman (144)
John Cox (145)
D. Other land held by some early members of Christ Church
Henry Harris (98), later David Richey
David Kenworthy (146), later John Collins
John and later Archibald McGrew (130)
James Maxwell (67)
James Ray (11)
Isaac Sadler (82)
Richard Sadler (96, 126)
Jasper Wilson (79)
John Wilson (78)
William Young (80), later Leonard Hatton
E. Two early ministers of the Huntington parish had their own land: Thomas Barton
in Reading township and William Thomson in Huntington. Charles Coulson and Will-
iam Godfrey lived in Monaghan township, in the present York county. Both were buried
in the Christ Church graveyard. Joseph Dodds, one of the deponents in 1785, who may
not have been a member of the church, owned (97, 160), part of which had been held by
Richard Proctor and part by James Murphy. Andrew Thompson, who was a justice of the
peace in Huntington and Reading townships from 1777 until his death in 1811, owned
(209).
Map by Arthur Weaner.
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All three justices elected to participate in the proceedings on the ap-
pointed day. They took testimony from nine men, not all of whom were
members of the congregation, but most of whom had lived in the settle-
ment from its earliest days.? The memories of John Collins, Joseph
Dodds, Archibald McGrew, David Richey, Henry Wierman, and Nicholas
Wierman each went back to or more than forty years. David Richey tes-
tified that he had come to Bermudian “three years before the hard
winter,” which from other evidence may have occurred in 1740 or 1741.37
Robert Wiley deposed that he had resided in the settlement for some 23
years, a statement which a recorded deed enables us to confirm. He
bought his property in 1761. Peter Snyder’s memory went back only
about 17 years. He was able to testify that Rev. Daniel Batwell had en-
gaged him to split rails and cut timber, which he did on land which Henry
Wierman assured him at the time was part of the glebe, but which was
now in dispute.

With the exception of Forsyth, all of these men could testify from long
experience that they well knew the lands in question as the church or
glebe lands, as well as the identity of all of the adjoining owners. When
it came time for Nicholas Wierman to testify, he could even identify the
first claimants to all of the adjoining lands. Several went out of their
way to make clear the English Episcopal church of colonial days was
now the Protestant Episcopal church.

David Richey testified that it was “William Proctor, William Fields,
Richard Proctor, and others, the first Settlers and Improvers,” who had
“allotted a Tract of Land” which was now the church and glebe land, and
that “the Land alloted was to be two hundred acres.” He did not say that
they had laid any formal or legal claim to it by purchasing a warrant. By
“alloted,” he certainly meant that they had laid their own informal claim
to a large and vacant tract on which they intended to plant a church.

Richey also claimed that “twenty-seven years ago or upwards he as-
sisted to build a Church upon the said Land.” The emphasis here must
be placed on the “or upwards,” because the evidence establishes clearly
that the first church dated from the 1740s. Archibald McGrew testified
that “a Church was built on the . . . Lands when this Deponent first
knew the said Lands, which is upwards of forty years.” John Collins said
that “a Church was standing upon the Lands . . . when he first knew it”
and that “he has been acquainted with the Church and Glebe Land . . .
for upwards of thirty-eight years last past.” The Collins testimony corre-
sponded closely with that of Rev. Richard Locke in establishing when
the first church was built.
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Several of the deponents also testified that the edifice standing in
1785 was the second on the glebe. David Richey stated that “the first
Church decayed;” consequently, “upwards of twenty years ago” it was
taken down and he then helped to build the one then standing on the
property.

Not limited to the church of 1785, the testimony included the other
buildings which the congregation had erected. Joseph Dodds remem-
bered helping to construct “a parsonage house.” True to form, he could
not “tell how long since, but knows it to be many years.” John Collins
and Nicholas Wierman remembered more precisely. The former stated
that the parsonage dated from “upwards of twenty-five years ago.” The
latter said that it “was built upwards of twenty years ago.” Collins re-
membered that when the first church was taken down the logs were
“applied to build a Barn on the said Lands.” This was a credible state-
ment, since using timbers removed from one structure to build another
was long a common practice.

One of the particulars which it was most important for the deponents
to establish, beyond any doubt, was the extent to which the congrega-
tion had actually made use of, or “improved,” more of the land it claimed
than what was needed for church, parsonage, and barn. Had it made
use of the land which Armor had patented? One after another of the
deponents stated that about 20 years previously, in the early 1760s, the
task of clearing fields north of the church had begun. John Collins “well
remembers,” he said, “that Two Fields were Cleared on the North East
end of the Tract,” one more than 21 years ago and the other 17 or 18. If
the Bigham claim were to be upheld, he believed, it would take away
about 53 acres of fields and woodlands, all of “which were held and known
to belong to the said Church” during his entire 38 years in the settle-
ment. This was in addition to some 60 acres of meadow and what he
called cleared upland which was located on undisputed land.

Almost every deponent stressed that the congregation enjoyed what
Archibald McGrew called “full, quiet, and peaceable” possession of all
180 or 200 acres of the property it claimed until the summer of 1784
when, again according to Joseph Dodds, “a certain Robert Bigham
warned the Carpenter at work at the . . . Barn, and claimed the Land in
Right of Thomas Armor.” -

The testimony of John Forsyth bore directly on his experience with
Thomas Armor and the land at issue in the year before he died. In July
1784, Forsyth said, Armor came to his residence in York and presented
him with a survey for 140 acres 80 perches of land in Huntington town-
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ship. The transcript of his detailed testimony leaves no doubt that what
Armor showed him was a copy of the survey made in 1779. Armor then
asked him to certify it - in effect, to make it official - since he was soon
going to Philadelphia to obtain a patent deed for it. Forsyth replied that,
since he was new to the district, he would consider the request, but ex-
pressed the hope that Armor “would not lead me into Error.” The latter
replied, as Forsyth remembered it, that “there was no dispute.”

Later, when the two again met in York, Forsyth said that he would
not certify the survey unless he was “on the Ground” to verify it, to which
Armor replied that Forsyth must not go to the land, unless he went with
him. “This was all the Conversation we ever had,” Forsyth testified,
“about the mentioned premises.” Subsequently he learned that Armor
had obtained the patent he desired.

A most rewarding piece of evidence which Forsyth offered in his testi-
mony was the statement that, when he was surveying the church land
in June 1785, the several neighbors who, probably at this request, ac-
companied him told him where they believed the lines and points should
be. In following their directions, Forsyth found what to him were unmis-
takable marks of a survey of the church land which someone had made
some twenty or thirty years before. Clearly, any such survey never got
beyond the field notes of the surveyor who made it. There is no evidence
that the wardens of Christ Church ever had a copy or that the surveyor
ever sent a copy to the land office. There is some other evidence that
such a survey had been made. When Deputy Surveyor George Stevenson
was running the lines of a 96 acre tract for William Wierman on October
30, 1754, he identified its long course adjoining the Christ Church claim
as “Land formerly Survey’d for a Church.”3®

* * %

The first person to give his deposition in 1785 was Archibald McGrew.
Although the available transcript does not specifically relate his testi-
mony to that of John Forsyth, the other deponents were certainly intel-
ligent and knowledgeable enough to recognize that the two men were
discussing the same thing: an early survey of the church land made with-
out a warrant and one not resulting in a patent deed. McGrew related
that, after he was elected to one of his several terms as warden of Christ
congregation, one of his predecessors gave him a receipt dated May 1,
1774, and containing instructions that it was to be delivered to Richard
Peters, who was then an Anglican minister in Philadelphia, but who
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from 1737 to 1760 had been secretary of the provincial land office.*

McGrew did as he was advised to do. He went to Philadelphia and
showed the document to Peters who, after reading it, decided that he
could not determine whether it had been “applied . . . to take out a war-
rant for the . . . Glebe Lands or not.” Peters then sent McGrew to the
land office. Had it ever issued a warrant for the church land? Finding
none, on Peters’s advice he next went to see George Stevenson, whose
district as deputy surveyor from 1749 to 1764 included Huntington town-
ship. Peters believed that Stevenson probably still had in his possession
the field books used by George Smith, who from time to time in the
1740s had made surveys in the area, although he never held an appoint-
ment as deputy surveyor. If McGrew could secure a copy of the Smith
survey of the church land, Peters assured him that he would “take out a
Warrant and get the said Survey accepted.” The next step would be to
obtain the prize: a patent deed.

Stevenson was then living in Carlisle. He found the survey among
Smith’s field notes then in his possession and promised to make the
requested copy. McGrew testified that “he repeatedly called for it, but
could never get it and Mr. Peters afterwards died.” The death of Richard
Peters occurred on July 10, 1776, only six days after the Declaration of
Independence was publicly announced and as the provincial land office
was about to close.*

The first known references to the Christ Church land are contained in
two early surveys. The first of these was one of 403 acres made by Deputy
Surveyor Thomas Cookson for Henry Sigfred on October 19, 1742. The
land adjoining the long eastern line of this large survey was described
as the “Ch: Tract.” Robert Wiley, who owned much of this property from
1761 until his death in 1811, was one of the nine persons to make a
deposition in 1785. The second early reference was in a survey of 106
acres, 120 perches which Cookson made for William Field on October
27, 1743. The land adjoining the long northern line of this survey was
described as “Church Land.” These two surveys establish clearly that
the ground which David Richey described as having been “allotted” for
the church had already been selected by October 19, 1742. In his testi-
mony Richey identified William Field as one of the “first Settlers and
Improvers” who made the choice. Field died on March 30, 1748, aged 50
years, and was one of the first persons, if not the first, to be buried in the
Christ Church graveyard.*!

The depositions which Forsyth and McGrew gave in 1785 were part of
what was called a bill to perpetuate testimony, not of a suit intended in
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and of itself to recover property. Not until seven years later, in 1792, at a
time when the Thomas Armor estate was still unsettled and in debt, did
the vestry authorize Rev. John Campbell to act on their behalf to re-
claim what they were certain had long been their own. Campbell was
successful, but two steps were required to complete the task. Acting on
court order, on September 6, 1792, the sheriff sold two properties from
the Armor estate, one of which consisted of sixty acres in Huntington
township, taken from the Armor patent of 1784. The purchasers were
Samuel Riddle and William Nelson, to whom the sheriff gave a deed on
October 15, 1792. There is no known evidence to establish whether they
purchased the 60 acres on behalf of the church, but on February 27,
1793, for the nominal sum of 4 pounds 10 shillings, they transferred the
property to William Godfrey and John Collins, “the present Wardens of
Christ Church Congregation . . . in Trust for the Use of the said Congre-
gation forever.”

One more important step still remained. Some of the land included in
John Forsyth’s 1785 survey still remained without a full and clear title.
On January 29, 1813, in payment of the remaining charges, which
amounted to $93.42, the Commonwealth granted a patent deed to Godfrey
and Collins for 118 acres 102 perches.*

* * %

The successful conclusion to the long and tortuous effort to secure
possession of and a clear title to Christ Church’s land came after the
Huntington parish had come to an end. Rev. John Campbell, who chose
to live in York rather than on the glebe, left Christ Church about 1798
and the York congregation several years later. He moved to Carlisle,
where he died in 1819. While in York, he was one of the chief founders of
the York County Academy, which many years later developed into the
present York College. Between 1796 and 1819, he was an active trustee
of Dickinson College.*

After Campbell’s departure, the Christ Church pulpit was often va-
cant. The congregation which was once the strongest one in the Hun-
tington parish was now struggling to survive. In 1836 its members built
a church, which they called a chapel, in York Springs, apparently in-
tending to worship at both places. Five years later, on May 7, 1841, the
legislature authorized the church wardens to sell all or part of the real
estate, excepting only the burial ground in the country. The move into
town did not attract the new support needed to thrive, even to survive.
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By 1880 one could count the communicants on the fingers of one hand.
In 1883 the wardens transferred their properties in both country and
town to the Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania. The church in
the country is long since gone. The chapel in York Springs is still stand-
g2

When staff members of the Historical Society of York County visited
the old graveyard in 1934, they found sixty gravestones with dates and
more than one hundred fieldstones without inscriptions. There were
stones for members of the Collins, Godfrey, Field, Hatton, Coulson, Sadler,
and Bracken families. At the time of this writing, little remains.

* x %

The experiences of the six congregations discussed in this pa-
per, each differing in some respects from the other, mirror those of
thousands who in the eighteenth century made the first legal claim
to parcels of land in Adams county which they wanted to claim as
their own. While a few persons went through the required steps
from warrant to survey to patent deed in a decade or even less, in
most cases it took a much longer time. Many patents were issued
to perhaps the third or fourth owner, and then only after the Com-
monwealth had made one of its periodic efforts to press them to
pay the remaining charges and collect their deed.

It is evident that few, if any, of the first claimants had the expe-
rience of Christ church, Huntington, described here, or left such a
full record of it.

* % %
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Appendix

LAND HISTORY OF CHURCHES
FOUNDED BEFORE THE REVOLUTION

CONEWAGO CHAPEL. Roman Catholic. Conewago twp. Congregation
dates from about 1735-1740. Warrant 1743. Survey 1744. Patent 1837.

GREAT CONEWAGO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. Straban twp., near
Hunterstown. Congregation dates from 1740. Warrant 1785. Survey 1787.
Patent 1790.

UPPER MARSH CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. Cumberland
twp. Congregation dates from 1740. Warrant 1765. Survey 1766. Penn
agent deeds 1811 and 1829. Congregation moved into Gettysburg about
1814 and is now the Gettysburg Presbyterian Church.

CHRIST CHURCH. Anglican, later Episcopal. Huntington twp. Con-
gregation dates from about 1745. Early unwarranted survey never returned
to the land office. Warrant 1785. Survey 1785. Patent 1813. Congregation
built a chapel in York Springs 1836. Congregation died out about 1880.
Property transferred to the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania 1883.

LOWER BERMUDIAN LUTHERAN AND REFORMED CHURCH.
Huntington, later Latimore, twp. Congregations date from 1745. First
known deed for church property 1793. Property included in an 1840 patent.
Reformed withdrew from the union and built their own church across the
road 1871.

CHRIST REFORMED CHURCH. Germany, now Union twp., near
Littlestown. Congregation dates from about 1745. Warrant 1750. Survey
1759. Patent 1774.

HUNTINGTON FRIENDS MEETING. Huntington, now Latimore, twp.
Meeting dated from the 1740s. Land purchased from a member 1766.
Patent 1799.

MENALLEN FRIENDS MEETING. Menallen twp. Meeting dates from
the 1740s. Warrant 1788. Survey 1789. Patent 1813. Meeting moved to its
present location north of Biglerville 1838.

LOWER MARSH CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. Hamiltonban
twp. Congregation dates from 1748. Warrant 1767. Survey 1767. Penn
agent deed 1808. Congregation moved to its present location, in Highland
twp., and built the present church in 1790.

ROUND HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. Reading twp. Congrega-
tion dated from about 1748. Disbanded and members joined the Great
Conewago church in 1778. Warrant for the graveyard 1786. Survey 1786.
No patent deed.

ROCK CREEK REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. Cumberland
twp. Congregation dated from 1753. Built on land of a member. Congrega-
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tion secured no warrant, survey, or patent. Moved into Gettysburg about
1804 and built the first church in that town. Congregation disbanded about
1890.

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH. Germany twp., now Littlestown.
Congregation dates from 1763. Land purchased from Jacob Stehley in 1771;
it had been patented by Jacob Schauman in 1762.

HILL ASSOCIATE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. Hamiltonban twp.
Congregation dated from the 1760s. Warrant 1765. Survey 1765. Patent
1792. Congregation died out. Property escheated to the state and sold 1911.
Then located in Liberty and Freedom twps.

PINES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. Straban twp. Congregation dated
from the 1760s. Warrant 1773. Survey 1774. Never patented. Property
sold to a Lutheran and a Reformed congregation about 1800. The Reformed
withdrew in 1862 and built St. John’s Church in New Chester. The
Lutherans, now St. Paul’s (Pines), remain at the old site.

CONEWAGO DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH. This congregation,
which dated from the 1760s, built its first church in Straban twp., at the
site of the present Low Dutch graveyard. Later it built near the junction of
Coleman road and Route 30, also in Straban twp. The congregation hav-
ing died out, an 1817 act passed by the legislature authorized the sale of
its one acre of land and buildings.

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH. Abbottstown. Congregation dates
from about 1768. In 1770 John Abbott deeded it a lot which was part of a
tract for which he had secured a patent in 1762 and on which he laid out
the first town in the present Adams county in 1763.

EMMANUEL REFORMED CHURCH. Abbottstown. Congregation dates
from about 1770-1. In 1771 John Abbott deeded it a lot which was part of
a tract for which he had secured a patent in 1762 and on which he laid out
the first town in the present Adams county in 1763.

* %k %

(The list above does not include the Big Conewago Congregation of the Breth-
ren, which may well date from the 1740s in both York and Adams counties, but
which had no meetinghouses in Adams county until about 1852. There were Men-
nonites living in southeastern Adams county well before the Revolution, but they
had no meetinghouse until many years later. There is no credible evidence for the
existence of a Methodist church in the present Adams county before the Revolu-
tion.)
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Notes

1. Although the territory now within
Adams county was part of York until Jan.
22, 1800, the present location of places
mentioned in this paper is used.

2. For more information on Digges’
Choice, see Jan A. Bankert, Digges’ Choice,
1724-1800: A History of Land Transactions
within a Portion of York and Adams Coun-
ties, Pennsylvania (Camden, Maine, 1996)
(hereafter cited as Bankert).

3. The key to locating Pennsylvania
warrants, surveys, and patents is available
in the warrant registers. Many years ago
it was decided to organize this vast bulk of
documents around the warrants, which
were the first step in obtaining a clear and
full title. Volume 1 of the registers covers
Adams and York counties. Volume 16 cov-
ers Lancaster county. These registers are
available on microfilm at the Pennsylva-
nia State Archives and also at the Adams
County Historical Society (hereafter cited
as ACHS).

Readers wishing more information
about the many land transactions discussed
in this paper should first consult the ap-
propriate entry in a warrant register. For
example, locating the name of Henry Neale
and the date of Mar. 23, 1742, in the
Lancaster county register (there was no
York county until 1749) will also yield the
date of return of the resulting survey (Mar.
22, 1837), its number in the copied survey
records (C-170, p. 63), the name of the pat-
entee (William McSherry), and the page of
the book in which the patent was recorded
(H-38, p. 232). Copies of most of the sur-
veys referred to in this paper are in the
ACHS.

Until the calendar change of 1752, the
new year began on Mar. 25, not Jan. 1.
Thus, a warrant issued on Mar. 23, 1742
(O1d Style), is more accurately rendered as
Mar. 23, 1743 (New Style). New Style dat-
ing is used in this paper.

4. Stoever’s pastoral activity in the
Conewago settlement is described in an
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appendix by Frederick S. Weiser in
Bankert, pp. 115-21.

5. The original minutes of the Donegal
Presbytery, which began in 1732, are in the
Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadel-
phia. There is a microfilm copy in the
ACHS.

6. For a discussion of the complicated
history of the manor, see Charles H.
Glatfelter and Arthur Weaner, The Manor
of Maske: Its History and Individual Prop-
erties (Gettysburg, 1992).

7. The 1811 Penn agent deed was re-
corded in Adams County Deed Book E, p.
221; the 1829 Penn agent deed is referred
to in Deed Book 350, p. 849 (the original
1829 deed is not known to exist anymore);
and the 1980 deed to the Gettysburg Pres-
byterian church is in Deed Book 350, p. 714.

8. Because Maryland authorities were
granting both large and small tracts west
of the river, as early as the 1720s the Penn
proprietors decided they had to take steps
to strengthen their own claim to the area.
The most effective way to do this was to
permit settlers to locate there with some
form of Penn blessing. Beginning in 1734
Samuel Blunston was authorized to grant
what were called licenses to settlers, with
the promise that actual warrants and sub-
sequent surveys would be available to them
once there was a treaty with the Indians.

9. Since families living west of the river
in York and Cumberland counties looked
south rather than east for places in which
to market their surplus products, the York
county court ordained several increasingly
important roads leading in the direction of
the rapidly developing port of Baltimore.
One of these, widely known as the Carlisle
road and dating from the 1750s, began at
the York-Cumberland county line and ex-
tended southward through the Bermudian
settlement, and eventually through New
Oxford and Hanover to the Maryland line.

10. There was no reason to use the name
Lower Bermudian to refer to this church
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until a second union church closer to the
source of that stream was founded in 1782.

11. Adapted from the translation by the
late Edna Albert in her translation of the
church register from 1745 to 1864 (ACHS).

12. See York County Deed Book B, p.
185; B, p. 235; and 2-1, p. 399. Given the
number of tombstones in the present grave-
yard for persons who died before 1793, and
the lack of any tradition to the contrary, it
is most unlikely that the present church
and graveyard are on any spot other than
the one on which the 1754 church was built.

13. The spelling of the family name used
here is the one which appears on the war-
rant itself, which is but one of many ways
in which it has been spelled. In fact, later
in the same warrant it is spelled Beals.

14. See York County Deed Book 2-K, p.
252 for the 1766 deed. There is no record
that anyone ever obtained a patent deed
for the remainder of this survey.

15. Members of the Church of England
were often called Anglicans during the co-
lonial period, but it is evident from many
of the sources used here that the name of
the church adopted after the Revolution
(Episcopal or Protestant Episcopal) was
also used before. For example, the 1759
petition referred to later came from “Mem-
bers of the Episcopal Churches in the Coun-
ties of York and Cumberland.”

16. The Society for the Propagation of
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, referred to as
“the society” later in this paper, was orga-
nized in 1701. Using private contributions,
it sent more than 300 Anglican missionar-
ies to colonial America, some 47 of whom
served in Pennsylvania. In addition to pro-
viding most of their financial support, the
society sent many Bibles and other reli-
gious works, for use in congregational li-
braries.

17. Reprinted in an article by Benjamin
F. Owen in the Pennsylvania Magazine of
History and Biography, 24 (1900): 468-71
(hereafter cited as PMHB).

18. The name Christ for this church first
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appears in 1748 and is used to describe it
in this paper. In the eighteenth century it
was usually called the Huntington church.
The term White church did not appear un-
til long after the period covered by this
paper.

19. The text of the 1748 petition is in
William Stevens Perry, ed., Historical Col-
lections Relating to the American Colonial
Church, 2 (1876): 254-5 (hereafter cited as
Perry, Historical Collections). For the ac-
tual signatures, see Society for the Propa-
gation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (here-
after cited as SPG), Letters to and from
Missionaries, Series E, volume 16, page
119, microfilm.

20. Reprinted in an article by Benjamin
F. Owen in the PMHB, 24 (1900): 476-8.
Craig reported that between June 1751 and
June 1752 he had performed 170 baptisms,
administered communion to 117 persons,
and had 915 “souls” in five congregations
under his care. The numbers for Christ
church were 55, 22, and 359 respectively.

21. Barton’s first report, dated
“Huntingdon . . . Novr. 8th, 1756, is in
Perry, Historical Collections, 275-81.

22. In a letter to the governor in August
1756, Barton indicated that he was then
living in Reading township. He did indeed
lay a formal claim to 150 acres of land in
that township, but not until Dec. 16, 1766,
seven years after he had left the parish and
moved to Lancaster.

23. Ibid., 278, 276. One should approach
with a proper degree of skepticism the num-
bers which any reporters use at any time.
To find 2,000 Anglican church members in
1756 it would be necessary to travel very
far afield indeed from the Huntington par-
ish. There is good reason to believe that
ministers often attracted nonmembers to
their services, especially in areas where
there were few, if any, resident clergymen.
These Dissenters, as Anglican missionar-
ies called them, should not be included in
any count of members. The differences co-
lonial Anglican ministers reported among
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communicants, baptisms, and listeners
were usually very great. Barton’s interest
in converting Indians should be seen as
part of the society’s interest in both colo-
nial natives and slaves.

24. Pennsylvania State Archives, RG-21,
Records of the Proprietary Government,
Executive Correspondence, #1249 and
#1255.

25. Perry, Historical Collections, 282,
285-6. For the signatures, see SPG, Letters
to and from Missionaries, Series B, volume
21, page 306, microfilm.

26. Perry, Historical Collections, 353.

27. John Andrews is the only minister
of the Huntington parish whose biography
is in the Dictionary of American Biography.
It appears in 1 (1928): 293-4. In 1785 he
took charge of an Episcopal academy in
Philadelphia. When it was absorbed into
the University of Pennsylvania in 1791, he
became vice provost of the university and
in 1810 provost.

28. Ronald E. Geesey made copies of
seven letters which passed between Daniel
Batwell and the society. The first was dated
April 5, 1774, and the last September 29,
1775. These copies are in the Daniel
Batwell file (16778) in the Historical Soci-
ety of York County and in Batwell’s file in
the ACHS. For documents relating to
Batwell’s arrest and imprisonment, see
Pennsylvania Archives, Second Series 3:
109-13, 116, 122-3 and ibid., First Series
6:144. For Batwell’s memorial to the com-
mission inquiring into the losses of Loyal-
ists, see Henry James Young, comp., York
County, Pennsylvania, in the American
Revolution: A Source Book (York, 1940),
Red Series 2: 430-4.

29. Perry, Historical Collections, 488-9.

30. Mittimus of James Nailer to Major
James McCammont, Carlisle, Sept. 23,
1777, Pennsylvania Archives, Second Se-
ries 3: 111-2.

31. Daniel Batwell to John Hancock,
York prison, Oct. 1, 1777, ibid., 112, 116.

32. Information in File 16778, Histori-
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cal Society of York County.

33. For information on some active Loy-
alists in the Bermudian settlement, see
James P. Myers, Jr., “The Bermudian
Creek Tories,” Adams County History, 3
(1997): 4-40.

34. There is a brief biography of
Campbell in Richard A. Harrison,
Princetonians, 1769-1775: A Biographical
Dictionary (Princeton, 1980), pp. 76-77. The
information given there on Campbell’s
American career is quite incomplete. See
also A History of the York County Academy,
York, Pennsylvania (York, 1953), p. 18.

35. On June 13, 1944 the late Byrle F.
MacPherson copied longhand from records
in the office of the York County Prothono-
tary testimony ordered by the Court of
Common Pleas in the case of the Protes-
tant Episcopal Church at Huntington ver-
sus Robert Bigham, July term 1785. This
longhand copy has been in the files of the
ACHS since 1983. Diligent efforts by the
staff of the York County Archives in 1998
failed to locate the original. Consequently,
the longhand copy has been used in pre-
paring this paper. All quotations from the
testimony have been taken from it.

36. For some reason, six of the men
scheduled to give testimony did not partici-
pate: John Wilson, Leonard Hatton, John
Maxwell, Charles Coulson, John Neely, and
John Wierman. Each could have added
something valuable to the record.

37.1In a letter written to Richard Peters
in 1760, Baltzer Spangler stated that, “in
the deep Snow, in the year 1739 or 1740,”
he and a neighbor went to Philadelphia to
urge Thomas Penn to lay out a town “for
Tradesmen, etc.” The proprietor agreed.
The town was York (An Anniversary Cel-
ebration Commemorating the 225th Year of
the Founding of York, Pennsylvania, 1741-
1966 [n.p., 1966], front cover).

38. Land Paper 11416, Historical Soci-
ety of York County. Copy in the ACHS.

39. As recorded in McGrew’s testimony,
the text of the receipt was: “Recd 1st May
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1774 from Jno Wogan five pounds seven
Shills & 6d in order to carry ye same to my
Brother Rd Peters wth a Letter Wm Pe-
ters.” In 1760-1765 William Peters was his
brother’s successor as secretary of the land
office.

40. The George Smith who made some
surveys in early Adams county may well
have been the man who studied law with
Thomas Cookson and was admitted to the
Lancaster county bar in 1743. If so, he prob-
ably worked for a time with his mentor, who
was deputy surveyor as well as attorney.
After Cookson’s death in 1753, George
Stevenson married his widow. Since sur-
veyors were not required to deposit their
field books with the land office, they often
turned them over to a successor.

41. Copied Survey A-24, p. 113, Penn-
sylvania State Archives; unnumbered sur-
vey, ACHS.

42. Common Pleas Docket, York County,
Oct. 1791-Dec. 1794, p. 238, York County
Archives; York County Deed 2-H, p. 444.

43. Patent H-8, p. 484, Pennsylvania
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State Archives. At no time was the validity
of the Armor patent removed. Christ
Church had to buy land it had long claimed
to be its own.

44. John Campbell was living in York
as late as 1800 and in Carlisle by 1810. In
1790 and again in 1795, giving his address
as York, he advertised in the York newspa-
per that the Huntington township glebe
land was for rent. He continued some as-
sociation with Christ Church even after he
moved to Carlisle. The ACHS has the origi-
nal of an agreement he made in January
1810 leasing the “Church Glebe” for a pe-
riod of one year to William Owens.

45. Abraham Fickes is first assessed as
owner of the former glebe in 1841. The area
reserved for the graveyard was surveyed
in 1863 and found to contain 1 acre 95
perches. The deed transferring this tract
and the property in York Springs to the
Diocese of Central Pennsylvania was dated
January 3, 1883. Adams County Deed, JJ,
p- 234.
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On The Trail of Sidney O’Brien:
An Inquiry Into Her Family and Status:

Was She a Slave or Servant of the Gettys Family of Gettysburg?
Was Her Daughter, Getty Ann, a Descendant of James Gettys?

by Elwood W. Christ

Like many Decembers in the greater Adams county area, the begin-
ning of the winter usually is a collage of intermittent warm spells spliced
amongst Arctic days with cold Canadian northwest winds. Amid the
hoopla, as Gettysburgians prepared for the 1873 Christmas holidays
during the week between the 17th and 24th of December, a person had,
as Alfred Lord Tennyson so eloquently described, “Crossed the Bar.” But
in the local newspapers there had been no notice of declining health. No
death notice appeared. Possibly the cost of five cents a line “for all over
four lines — cash to accompany the notice” was too much for the family.
Or did not the publishers of Gettysburg’s two newspapers consider the
passing of another Black-American as newsworthy for their readership?
The only printed evidence of the passing of a grand dame of Gettysburg,
a human link dating back tothe very founding of the town, was a short
legal notice regarding the filing of Letters Testamentary printed directly
below the death notices in the 24 December Star and Sentinel. Sidney
O’Brien had died.

During the past ninety years, many armchair historians have based
what they know of Sidney O’Brien on an article written by Gettysburg
attorney William Archibald McClean concerning the life of James Gettys
which appeared in the 13 May 1908 Gettysburg Compiler:

An interesting fact in the life of the proprietor appears in his will,
that he was a slaveholder, and he bequeaths his one slave to his wife.
Slavery came to an end in Pennsylvania in 1820 and the proprietor
must have been among the last owners of slaves in the county.

This slave, Sidney, was a young mulatto girl at the time of the
death of the proprietor, and lived many years afterwards and is still
well remembered by a number of citizens of this place. She was a
bright woman with many of the old-fashioned virtues of her people.
She lived many years in a small cabin where Breckenridge Street
extended begins. She married one of her race by the name of O’Brien
and was well known in this section as Sidney O’Brien. She had but
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one daughter, to whom she gave in part the family name to which
she had belonged as a slave and this fact would indicate that her
experiences with the Gettys family as a chattel must have been pleas-
ant ones. The daughter, Getty Ann O’Brien, married Greenberry
Stanton and was the mother, among other children, of Samuel Stanton
of this place.

In the 19 April 1912 Gettysburg Compiler, the relationship between
Sidney and the Stanton family was again referenced in the obituary of
Samuel M. Stanton, Sr. The reporter noted that “he was a grandson of
.. . Sidney O’Brien . . . and] Her daughter, Getty Ann O’Brien, [had]
married Greenberry Stanton. ...”

We need, however, to ask how much of William A. McClean’s article
and Samuel Stanton’s obituary was accurate. Unfortunately for us, no
documented direct Gettys descendants currently live in Adams county.
However, members of the Stanton family still do. That family’s verbal
tradition holds that Getty Ann was the child of Sidney, a slave of James
Gettys. But family belief also holds that James Gettys was Getty Ann’s
father.

What, then, is the documentable story behind Sidney O’Brien? When
was she born? Who were her parents? When was Sidney’s daughter, Getty
Ann, born, and who was her father? Looking for possible answers, I ex-
amined the last will and testament of James Gettys and other pertinent
documents associated with his estate that might shed some light on our
questions concerning Sidney.

On 15 March 1815 Gettys included in his will the following provi-
sions:

I Give, Bequeath & Devise my whole Estate Real, Personal & mixed
of what kind & nature the same may be, or whatsoever found, unto
my well beloved wife Mary Gettys & my two sons James Gettys and
Robert Todd Gettys to be divided equally amongst them share and
share alike, to hold them their heirs and assigns forever . . . [and] I
give and bequeath to my well beloved wife my Mullatoe [sic] girl
Sidney, over and above her shares as aforesaid [Emphasis added].

Gettys also appointed his wife and Alexander Cobean as executors of
his estate. Although Gettys’s will did not specify that Sidney was a slave,
she is treated in the will as if she were property.

Indeed, tracking James Gettys’s family entries in the existing
Cumberland township (1762-1806) and Gettysburg (1807-1830) tax and
census records, Dr. Charles H. Glatfelter found that Samuel Gettys
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(James’s father), James, Isabella Gettys (James’s mother), and John and
Elizabeth Flemming (James’s brother-in-law and sister), were assessed
intermittently for slaves. However, the last years that these Gettys fam-
ily members were assessed for slaves were the following:

Samuel Gettys (died in 1790) ........cceeeennnnnnn.n. 1783
John or Elizabeth Flemming ......................... 1783
JamesiGebtysaan, 20 aUnin 800 saw. aol 1805
Baabolla GEEIYE o i sissiinsciinsonasaniins 1814

Unfortunately, contradictory evidence was found in the 1800 and 1810
Federal census records for Adams county. In those two records no “slaves”
were listed as residing in Isabella Gettys’s or James Gettys’s households.
The 1800 census record, however, indicated that three “freed persons
other than Indians not taxed” lived in James Gettys’s household and
one lived with his mother. In the 1810 record, thought, Isabella’s name
did not appear, James Gettys had one freed person living in his house.

Dr. Glatfelter also noted a listing of slaves in Gettysburg’s septennial
census of 1807. That year, a slave named “old Doll” was reported to be
forty-five years old. The 1814 septennial census noted that Isabella Gettys
owned, or was responsible for, a slave named Doll, aged 70 years. Sig-
nificantly, in these two census records, James Gettys’s name did not
appear as a slaveholder.

One problem with tracking Sidney through the Gettys family is the
fact that not only James Gettys, Sr., but also his wife Mary and mother
Isabella died during the month of March 1815. Since neither of these
ladies left a will, existing probate and court documents suggest their
properties were probably inherited by sons James Gettys, Jr. (born ca.
1798-1800) and Robert Todd Gettys (born 14 May 1808). Since both sons
were under the age of 21 years in 1815, the judges of the Adams County
Orphans’ Court appointed David Edie as their guardian.

Thus, because Sidney was to be given to Mary Gettys, and because
she died shortly after her husband, technically Sidney would have be-
come the joint property of both sons. But since they were minors, Sidney’s
disposition probably was held in limbo until at least James Gettys, Jr.,
turned 21.

Another abnormality in the settlement of James Gettys, Sr.’s, estate
is that an inventory of his personal property was not filed with the courts
until 1822, seven years after his death and about the time that James,
Jr., turned 21 and about a year before Alexander Cobean, the surviving

45

https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/ach/vols/iss1/1



et al.: Adams County History 1999

executor of James Sr.’s estate, died. Probably due in part to Cobean’s
failing health, James Jr. had to close out his father’s estate, for he filed
a bond so he could serve as the estate’s administrator de bon non. Within
the “Inventory and Appraisement . . . taken on several days in the month
of March Ad 1815” but filed 12 May 1822, the notation appeared that
“The time of service left of a Malatta [sic] girl named Sidney supposed to
be between seven and eight years,” was valued at $200. This notation
suggests that Sidney was not a slave. We need to ask, what was her
status?

Dr. Glatfelter suggested that my next avenue of inquiry would be to
check the Statutes at Large of Pennsylvania specifically “An Act For The
Gradual Abolition of Slavery,” passed by the state assembly on 1 March
1780. As many legal documents were, and still are, the act’s legalese
leaves the layperson pondering the legislators’ precise meaning. After
several hours pouring over the document, I was able to translate its
general relevance to our questions.

First and foremost, all persons, “as well as negros and mullatos,” who
were born within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania after the passage
of the act, would not be deemed as servants for life or slaves. Secondly,
all servitude for life or slavery of children, due to the status of their
mothers, would be taken away, “extinquished and forever abolished.”

However, special conditions were laid out for “negros and mullatos.”
Every black born within the commonwealth after the passage of the act,
who would have been born into slavery, would remain a servant of their
mother’s master until the child reached the age of 20 years. The child
would be liable for correction and punishment by his or her mother’s
master, but would also be entitled to relief if mistreated. If the slave
and/or child were abandoned by his or her masters, the overseers of the
poor for that particular jurisdiction would, by indenture, bind out any
child as an apprentice for a time not exceeding the 28 year old age limit.

The act also made it mandatory for all slaveowners to register by 1
November 1780 to the clerk of the Court Record in Philadelphia or at
the Court of Peace in their resident county. Clerks were to record the
slaveowner’s name, occupation, name of county, and township or mu-
nicipality. They were also required to list the names of their servants for
life or slaves, noting their age and sex, until they reached the age of 31
years. After 1 November, no “negros or mullatos” would be deemed slaves
unless their name appeared on the list. There was a two-dollar registra-
tion fee.
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Thirdly, the slaveowner’s heirs and assigns would also be liable to the
overseers of the poor for neglect of their slaves’ servant children until
they reached the age of 28 years, or until they were officially released
from their committment, with the paper being legally executed and re-
corded in the court house of their county of residence.

According to the act, then, if Sidney had been born after 1780, she
would fall under this legislation and would be deemed a “servant” to her
mother’s master (or to his/her heirs or assigns) until she reached the age
of at least 28 or 31, or set free from servitude.

According to James Gettys’s inventory and tax records, then, Sidney
had some eight years of service left to the James Gettys, Sr., family. It is
therefore evident that Sidney was not the slave of James Gettys, Sr.
Rather, she probably was the daughter of a slave who, since ca. 1805,
belonged not to him, but to his mother, Isabella. Moreover, assuming
Gettys’s inventory entry implied that some eight years remained until
her 28th birthday, Sidney probably was born sometime during 1795 or
1796 and would be freed about 1823 or (if we use the 31 year age limit)
1826, pursuant to the 1780 Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery.
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Fig. 2: Augustus J. Cover, Gettysburg attorney

who served as Sidney O’Brien’s executor.
(ACHS)

Sadly, very little docu-
mentation was recorded of,
or by, the black community.
However, we were able to
verify some general data
on Sidney and her daugh-
ter, Getty Ann, which we
found in Sidney’s estate
papers, federal and state
census records, Orphans’
Court documents,
Gettysburg and Cumber-
land township tax records,
and bibles in the ACHS’s
collections.

Sidney O’Brien’s last
will and testament, dated
24 October 1871, was prob-
ably written by her execu-
tor, Gettysburg attorney
Augustus J. Cover. In her
will she bequeathed to her
“grandson,” John W.
Stanton, “all the real and
personal property of which
I may [own when I die] . ..
after paying all debts
and funeral expenses.”
Witnesses to her signing
the document with her
mark were prominent

Gettysburgians Joel B. Danner and William H. Augenbaugh.

Based on the date her will was filed at the Adams county courthouse,
we suspect that Sidney died sometime during the week prior to 22 De-
cember 1873. Since that day was a Monday, she might have died on the
previous Wednesday, Thursday or Friday (the 17th, 18th or 19th) or

during the weekend.

Although Sidney’s burial was not noted in the press, she, indeed, was
buried. In the “First and Final Account of A. J. Cover, Executor of the
Estate of Sidney O’Brien, Deceased,” filed on 15 May 1876, cabinet mak-
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Fig. 3: Excerpt from the first and final account of the estate of Sidney O’Brien.
Note that Garlach & Trimmer were paid $18 for a coffin; William Thompson
dug her grave for $3; and Reuben Ribison charged $2.50 for a burial permit in
the Sons of Good Will (now Lincoln) Cemetery. (ACHS)

ers “[Henry] Garlach and [David] Trimmer” were paid for providing a
coffin. A William Thompson was paid for digging her grave, and a Reuben
Robinson was paid for a “permit.” Indeed, a notation recorded on a fly
leaf of the minute book of the Society of the Sons of Good Will Cemetery
noted Robinson’s receipt of the money from Sidney’s estate. Today, the
Sons of Good Will burying ground is the eastern section of the Lincoln
Cemetery located directly north of the Gettysburg Hospital.

During her last years, Sidney must indeed have lived on very modest
means. John M. Huber and David E. Johns filed Sidney’s “Inventory
and Appraisement” on 24 January 1874. Her personal estate, which in-
cluded a bed, six pieces of furniture, a stove, three “Iron pots,” and an
ax, totaled only $8.15.

Since her personal estate was inadequate to cover costs, Cover was
forced to petition the Orphans’ Court on 26 January 1874 for permission
to sell Sidney’s house and lot located on South Washington Street ad-
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Fig. 4: Joel B. Danner, prominent Gettysburg
citizen who witnessed Sidney signing her will.
(ACHS)

joining the properties of
Adam Pfoutz on the south
and Singleton Weldon on
the north. According to the
“Order of Sale of Real Es-
tate of Sidney O’Brien,
Deceased,” filed 16 March
1874, on 21 February
Sidney’s real estate was
sold to Louis Strouse for
$113.50. The O’Brien home
was described in a public
sale notice, published by
Cover in the 28 January
1874 newspapers, as be-
ing a “one-story frame
weatherboarded House.”
Based on research con-
ducted by the Gettysburg
Historic Building Survey
Committee between 1987
and 1990 and J. G.
Sidney’s 1850 Plan
of Gettysburg, Sidney
O’Brien owned a 30' x 142'
lot on the west side of
South Washington Street
situated between the
former site of St. Paul’s
AME Zion Church’s par-
sonage and 301 South

Washington Street, the Adam Pfoutz House. In effect, this is the south-
ern majority of the eastern 142' section of the 100 block of present

Breckenridge Street.

Fig. 5: (Right) Section of the 1850 Map of Gettysburg. Sidney’s home can be
seen at the center, just west (left) of the end of Breckenridge Street where it
joined with South Washington Street. Moses Brien’s residence can be seen at

upper left. (ACHS)
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Fig. 6: Intersection of Breckenridge & South Washington Streets, 1999. Sidney
O’Brien’s home stood between the stop sign and the parked SUV. Adam Pfoutz’s
thouse can be seen at left. Ann Chiler’s home stood in the lot seen to the left of
St. Paul’s AME Zion Church. (Elwood W. Christ)

We could not, however, find a record of how old Sidney was when she
died. Checking the Gettysburg census records, the census taker in 1850
noted the residents in Sidney’s household: Sidney, aged 50 years; John,
10; Greenberry, 8; and Samuel, 6. Although the census taker noted the
children’s surnames as “Obrine,” according to Stanton family tradition,
these children were undoubtedly the children of Getty Ann and
Greenberry Stanton (Sr.). However, in the 1860 record, “Cydnia Briant”
was listed as being 66 years old. Thus, based on the two ages given,
Sidney was born sometime between 1794 and 1800. This age range cor-
roborates our earlier estimate of her birth year as ca. 1795-1796. Thus,
Sidney was approximately 78 years old when she died.

What about Sidney’s daughter, Getty Ann? When was she born? What
was her parentage? And when and to whom was she married?

In an article written by James H. Allison, M.D., entitled “Gettysburg’s
‘Oldest’ Family” and found in the society’s Stanton family file, Allison
indicated that Sidney’s daughter, Getty Ann, was born on 12 December
1821 and married Greenberry Stanton on 21 May 1839. Although
Greenberry’s name does not appear in the Gettysburg or Cumberland
township tax records from 1840 through 1850 nor in the 1840 or 1850
census records for Adams county, undoubtedly he did live in the
Gettysburg area. He married Getty Ann, and they had at least three
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children by 1850. Allison noted that the birth and marriage dates came
from a bible that Getty Ann gave to one of her sons in 1846.

The Stanton family bible, published in 1840 and in the historical
society’s collection, has inscribed on the inside of the front cover: “John
William Stanton[,] Bible Presented to Him by His Mother April 12th,
1846.” On the front leaf is the signature “Getty Ann Stanton.” Unfortu-
nately today, there are no other genealogical notations in this bible.

Nonetheless, in another Stanton family bible, published in 1872, and
recently donated to the society by the late Catherine Stanton Carter
(which had at one time belonged to Harriet Ciata Stanton), are found
several notations. Two of these notations, written on fly leaves of the
1872 bible, give Getty Ann’s birth and marriage dates.

However, several pages of family records, pasted or taped to fly leaves
in the back of the 1872 bible, are not original to this publication. One
page is pasted directly to the inside of the back cover. We suspect that
these pasted pages may have originally been part of the 1840 bible which
some Stanton family member cut out and pasted in the 1872 edition. We
also suspect that the person who pasted the page onto the back cover
transcribed entries from the side of the page that would be covered up
when pasted onto the inside of the back cover of the 1872 bible.

Thus we suspect that Allison’s dates are probably accurate. But can
other official records be found that may reveal more on Sidney and her
relatives?

The earliest reference to Sidney’s owning property in Gettysburg was
found in the 1834 tax record. By the fall of 1833, Sidney had acquired
her house and half lot, assessed at $100, from a Samuel Kitzmiller—the
South Washington Street lot which she retained for some forty-one years.
Perusing the earlier tax records for Gettysburg, we also found refer-
ences to Getty Ann. The earliest notation referring to either woman was
found in the 1827 tax record, compiled the fall of 1826. Therein, in the
section listing poor children, the assessor wrote the name “Sidney Ann
Brown,” which was crossed out. The following year, again in the poor
children’s section, appeared the name “Gettys Snively,” aged 6 years.
Very noteworthy in this record was the association of another person
with Getty Ann’s name. In a column that appears to be reserved for the
names of parents, stepparents or guardians, was the name “Old Doll.”
In the 1831 tax record, the name of “Getty Ann Snively” appeared again
in the poor children’s section, then aged 9 years. This official informa-
tion confirms Getty Ann’s birth year as 1821, and in turn suggests that
the date of Getty Ann’s marriage may also be as accurate.
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More importantly, a slave named “Old Doll” was associated with
Isabella Getty’s name in the 1814 tax record. In the last will and testa-
ment of Sally Flemming (James Gettys, Sr.’s, niece and daughter of John
and Elizabeth Flemming), dated 6 April 1815 and probated two days
later, she bequeathed “to black Doll a new dress.” In Sally’s obituary
that appeared in the 19 April 1815 Adams Centinel, we learn that about
half of her life was “devoted to the care of an aged Grand-mother [Isabella
Gettys] who was deprived of sight.” These references imply that Doll
had been a slave in the Gettys family household for some time and that
she and Sidney may have been related.

The ages given for Doll in the septennial census records suggest that
she was born ca. 1744-1762, making her a contemporary of James Gettys,
Sr. Due to the disparity between Doll’s given ages, possibly Doll and
Sidney may have been either grandmother and granddaughter or mother
and daughter. We suspect, based on the stipulations in the 1780 act,
however, that Sidney and Doll were more likely mother and daughter.

Another confusing side to this story involves Sidney’s marital rela-
tionships. Listed simply as Sidney in Gettys’s will, her daughter Getty
Ann is listed with the last name Snively or Snavely. Moreover, after
1833 Sidney is frequently referred to as Sidney O’Brien, and is referred
to as Sidney O’Brien in William A. McClean’s 1908 newspaper article.

Then there is the listing of a Sidney Ann Brown in the poor children’s
list in the 1827 Gettysburg tax record. At face value, the 1827 entry may
have been a clerical error in recording the name of a poor child, “Sidney
Br[iant],” the mother of “[Getty] Ann.”

Sidney’s name changes could also suggest that shortly before becom-
ing a free person in either 1823 or 1826, she met and married a man
named Snively. Unfortunately, neither anyone with the name of Snively
or Snavely appeared in any of the Adams county tax records in the 1820s,
nor did any appear in the census indices for the years 1820 or 1830 for
Adams county. Several Snively families did reside in Cumberland,
Franklin, and York counties of Pennsylvania, as well as Washington and
Frederick counties of Maryland, So, if Getty Ann was a daughter of a
man named Snively, he may have been a transient who resided in Adams
county less than a year, or he may have never been listed in tax records,
which also seems to have been the case with Greenberry Stanton.

Although the entries in the Stanton family bible imply that about the
age of 18 years Getty Ann married Greenberry Stanton, his name was
not listed in the Gettysburg tax records from 1840 through 1850, nor
was it found in the 1840 or 1850 census records for Adams county. How-
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ever, he did have a shop in Gettysburg. Two advertisements appeared in
the local newspapers as early as 8 April and 3 May 1844 issues of the
Compiler and Adams Sentinel, respectively: “Green B. Staunton, Fash-
ionable Barber and Hair-dresser,” had moved his shop to a location “in
West York [Chambersburg] street.”

Referring back to the 1850 census record for Gettysburg, what is baf-
fling is the fact that the names of Getty Ann or Greenberry Stanton do
not appear at all, but that their children are listed in Sidney’s house-
hold. Although Greenberry Stanton seems to have disappeared, the name
of a “Getty Staunton,” a Black woman aged “42,” who resided in the
household of a David Martin, “Book Seller,” did appear in the 1850 cen-
sus for the borough of Carlisle, the county seat of Cumberland. Our Getty
Ann would have been only 29 years old that year, not 42. Nevertheless,
the Carlisle census taker made mistakes recording ages. He noted that
David Martin was only 5 years old.

One possible scenario, then, might suggest that Greenberry moved to
Gettysburg, met Getty Ann, and that they had at least three children.
Recalling that Getty Ann gave the 1840 bible to her son John in 1846,
Getty Ann and Greenberry may have left their children with Sidney
that spring, giving the bible to their oldest son, John, before leaving
town to find a better life. Possibly their search for that better life led
them some thirty miles north of Gettysburg to Carlisle where the name
of Getty Staunton appeared in the 1850 census.

What about Sidney’s marital status? As suggested by the Gettysburg
tax records, by at least the fall of 1833, Sidney had taken the last name
of O’Brien. Curiously, the surname O’Brien (O’Brian, O’Bryan) did not
appear in the Gettysburg or Cumberland township tax records until the
1841 tax year. In the record book for Cumberland township that year,
compiled the fall of 1840, an Abraham “Obryan” was first assessed for a
house and lot and an occupation. Checking the 1840 census for
Cumberland township, at that time five children all under the age of 10
years and a man and woman both between the ages of 36 and 55 lived in
the “Abraham Brien” household. Indeed, this Abraham Brien, later re-
ferred to as Abraham Bryan, became one of the noted citizens and prop-
erty owners in Gettysburg’s black community. Checking the 1850 cen-
sus records, Abraham Bryan, born in Maryland and aged 48 years, re-
sided with Catherine, born in Virginia and aged 39 years. The census
taker also noted that their oldest child was born in Pennsylvania about
1837.
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Five years later, in the 1845 Gettysburg tax record, the name of a
black man named Moses O’Brien began to appear. According to the 1850
plan of Gettysburg, a “M. O’Brien” owned a dwelling located at the south-
west corner of present Warner and United alleys—only 100 feet away
from the site of Sidney’s house on South Washington Street. As noted in
the 1850 census record, a 57-year-old “Moses Obrine” resided in town
with Hester, aged 47 years (both born in Maryland), and three children,
the oldest one born in Pennsylvania about 1843. Moses’s name disap-
peared from the Gettysburg tax records by the fall of 1860.

In conclusion, what can we say about the relationships among the
Gettys family, Sidney O’Brien, and Getty Ann (Snively) Stanton short of
performing DNA tests? The record implies that Doll most likely was a
slave of the Gettys family and that about 1795 she gave birth to Sidney.
Of curious note, in the 1850 census, Sidney is listed as being “black” and
the Stanton children as “Mullatto,” while in James Gettys’s estate pa-
pers and the 1860 census Sidney is listed as a “mullatto.” This raises the
question, what is Sidney’s parentage? Since she was listed in James
Gettys, Sr.’s, will and the 1860 census as a “mullatto,” the bulk of the
evidence suggests she might have been of mixed parentage. If Doll were
considered to be of strictly black descent, then the possibility exists that
Sidney might have been the daughter of Doll and James Gettys, Sr. But
no written evidence or verbal tradition supports this scenario.

The Stanton family verbal tradition, however, indicating that Getty
Ann was a daughter of Sidney and James Gettys, Sr., cannot hold. Gettys
died in 1815, six years before Getty Ann was born. Nonetheless, Getty
Ann could have been the daughter of Sidney and James Gettys, Jr. Both
Sidney and James Jr. were about the same age. With their parents’ deaths
in 1815, James Jr. and his brother Robert Todd Gettys would have in-
herited Sidney’s remaining time once they reached the age of 21. When
James came of age, and assuming she was not serving in the Gettys
household, he conceivably might have taken possession of Sidney about
1821, the year Getty Ann was born. Robert Todd Gettys probably was
not the father, for he was only 12 years old when Getty Ann was born.

It is also curious to note that Sidney’s and Getty Ann’s names begin to
appear in the Gettysburg tax records in the poor children’s section about
the time James Gettys, Jr.’s, name disappeared from them and about
the time his brother, Robert, died in 1827. James left town and eventu-
ally settled in Athens, Tennessee. Did James abandon Sidney and Getty
Ann, making them wards of Gettysburg’s supervisors of the poor? Or is
it coincidence that at the time James left Adams county, Sidney was
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pronounced free according to the stipulations of the 1780 Act for the
Gradual Abolition of Slavery within the commonwealth? However, one
fact seems to stand in the way to corroborate that Getty Ann’s father
was a member of the Gettys family: why was she referred to in the tax
records as Getty Ann Snively?

What is the truth about Sidney O’Brien and her family? As with so
many facts concerning our county’s history, we may never know all the
details. In essence, God only knows.

57

https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/ach/vols/iss1/1



et al.: Adams County History 1999

The Civil War Letters of Chaplain
Jeremiah Mickly
of Franklin Township, Adams County

by Eric Ledell Smith

On December 2, 1862, just eleven days before the Battle of
Fredericksburg, Virginia, Jeremiah Mickly said goodbye to his wife and
two children and reported for duty with the 177th Pennsylvania Infan-
try to become a Civil War chaplain. The only known photograph of Mickly
shows him dressed in the standard chaplain’s uniform of the day: a plain
black frock coat with a standing collar and black buttons with plain black
pantaloons. Like many other Civil War soldiers, Mickly re-enlisted for
service after his stint with the 177th ended, becoming chaplain of the
43rd Regiment, United States Colored Troops. Impressed with the edu-
cational progress and courage of the black soldiers he served with, Mickly
wrote a history of the 43rd Regiment. The 88-page booklet was pub-
lished in 1866 in Gettysburg by J. E. Wible, Printer. Mickly’s book and
correspondence prove that his Civil War experience shaped his belief
that black people are entitled to equal rights.

Jeremiah Mickly was born at Flohr’s, Franklin township, Adams
county on January 29, 1833, the eldest of three children of Peter and
Sarah Mickly.! Peter was a farmer and grandson of John Jacob Mickly of
Northampton county, Pennsylvania. Legend has it that during the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War John Jacob helped move the Liberty Bell into an
Allentown church after the British capture of Philadelphia.? After the
war, Mickly’s ancestors moved to Adams county, where Jeremiah grew
up in the family community of McKnightstown. During the antebellum
period, Franklin township, Adams county had very few African-Ameri-
cans. In 1810, the township boasted a total of 889 residents, 472 white
males, 390 white females, 3 slaves, and 24 free colored persons. In 1820,
the township had a total population of 1,456 of whom 47 were African-
American freemen. By 1860, however, the white population had expanded
to 2,092 while the number of black citizens fell to 23.% Blacks, therefore,
constituted a tiny minority of the Franklin township community, and
we can only speculate as to how much contact the Mickly family had
with African Americans.
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Jeremiah Mickly attended Franklin and Marshall College, graduat-
ing in 1858 at age twenty-five, and that same year he married twenty-
three year old Emily C. Fraine of Lancaster. The Micklys started a fam-
ily: a son, Edgar, was born in 1859, and a daughter, Lillie, arrived in
1860. As far back as John Jacob Mickly, the family had been members of
the German Reformed faith, and when Jeremiah Mickly graduated from
Mercersburg Theological Seminary in 1859, he was ordained a minister
in that denomination.

Mickly’s ministry sent him traveling across south-central Pennsylva-
nia. He preached first in McKnightstown and then in Perry county as
pastor of the Blaine Church.® By the time he was mustered into the
Union army, Mickly had moved once more, but the historical evidence is
unclear. On his regiment’s muster-in roll, Mickly cited Lancaster as his
hometown, whereas his 1862 official military records give his residence
as “Cashtown, Franklin county.”® It is conceivable that Mickly was a
“visiting pastor,” a minister without a permanent congregation. A Union
army chaplaincy, on the other hand, offered a minister more security in
that he gained a steady evangelical audience and more money than ci-
vilian work offered. But the work was dangerous; technically, an army
chaplain was a soldier, and at any moment he might be called upon to
pick up a rifle to assist his regiment.”

Mickly was drafted for a nine-month hitch in the 177th Pennsylvania
Regiment of the Union army, one of many Union army companies raised
in Adams county, although not the first. The first company was the 2nd
Pennsylvania Regiment, company E, which left for the battlefront on
April 19, 1861, and the second company was the First Pennsylvania
Reserve, Company K, which was mustered in on June 8, 1861.%8 Mickly
and the 177th left Pennsylvania for Virginia on December 2, 1862, ar-
riving in Suffolk, where it spent eleven weeks clearing forests and erect-
ing military forts. But Mickly and the 177th did experience some brief
moments of military drama. On January 30, 1863, “a reconnaissance
was made, in which the entire force in and about Suffolk joined, with
the exception of the 177th, which by order of General Peck, was left in
charge of the defenses. During the absence of the forces, Colonel Wiestling
was attacked by a body of rebel cavalry which was handsomely repulsed.”
By March 1863, the 177th was transferred to Deep Creek, Virginia, where
it infiltrated an enemy mail line carrying attack plans of Confederate
General James Longstreet.!° Later that spring, the regiment chased
Confederate mail boats on the Blackwater River in Virginia. The 177th
was mustered out in Harrisburg on August 7, 1863.
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It was not unusual for white men to serve in more than one Civil War
military outfit, but white officers of black troops were considered non-
conformists. They were ridiculed by their fellow Union soldiers and de-
spised by the Confederates. Mickly’s military record is silent about
Mickly’s motives for wishing to serve with the colored troops, but there
are commendation letters from Adams county clergymen: William
Dietrich, minister of the German Reformed Church of Gettysburg; Wil-
liam Reilly, professor of theology at Mercersburg Seminary; and Rever-
end Jacob Ziegler of the German Reformed Church of Gettysburg. Ziegler
wrote that Mickly was “in every way qualified” for the job as chaplain.!!
These endorsements persuaded the 43rd Regiment to elect Mickly as
chaplain on September 27, 1864.

Mickly vividly describes his experience with the 43rd in both his cor-
respondence and his history of the regiment. In the fall of 1864, the 43rd
was part of the 25th Army Corps, First Brigade, commanded by Major
Godfrey Weitzel. The men were stationed just south of Petersburg, Vir-
ginia, in October, 1864, when Union General Ulysses S. Grant decided
to surprise Robert E. Lee’s forces at Hatcher’s Run.!? The plan was to
distract Lee by moving Union troops across the James River near Fair
Oaks, while on the other side, three Union corps, including the 43rd
Regiment, would attempt “to cut, and if possible hold both the Boydton
Plank Road and the Southside Railroad, the two remaining arteries whose
severance would bring on the collapse of Petersburg.” Things went wrong,
however, when a gap opened between the Union lines, allowing Confed-
erates to disrupt the Union initiative. Mickly wrote that the 43rd “held
the position of skirmishing on the advance of the 9th Corps line of battle
and most gallantly assisted [sic] two lines of breast works.” The last
regiment to leave the field, the 43rd counted 1 officer and 4 men killed,
8 officers and 54 men wounded and 6 men missing. It was during this
battle that Mickly suffered a knee injury in a fall from his horse. He
recovered enough to remain in uniform until his muster-out, but he suf-
fered knee problems for the rest of his life.!?

About mid-November, the 43rd Regiment was stationed in the vicin-
ity of Bermuda Hundred, a Federal-held stronghold between the James
and Appomattox Rivers, fifteen miles south of Richmond. In his book,
Mickly records that during a military encounter with Longstreet’s forces,
the black soldiers of the 43rd were heckled by the Confederates. He wrote
that the regiment “moved on to the line Sunday, p.m., and was instantly
welcomed by Longstreet’s bravadoes, exulting yet in their recent victory,
with a storm of balls and shells, and the significant appellation of
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“Smoked Yankees.” But when these brave “Smoked Yankees” replied, as
they did at once, by a most brilliant charge, that made them masters of
the situation, driving Longstreet’s bravadoes to their old kennels and
recovering the lost ground, the Rebel hilarity ceased.”* According to
Mickly, one of the African-American soldiers shouted back at the Con-
federates: “I obeys de order ob de obicers. When de orders be to fire, I
fires on you, and de orders be to charge, I charges on you; you must den
get out, Johnnie Reb.” Mickly frequently pointed to episodes like this as
evidence of the bravery of the African-Amerian soldier.

From December 1864 until the capture of Richmond in March 1865,
the 43rd remained in southeastern Virginia, with not much to do except
read and study. As a Union chaplain, Jeremiah Mickly thought it his
moral duty to educate his brethren in the word of God, and promotion of
literacy produced mutual benefits for the Army and the black man in
that a literate soldier was a more productive soldier and attainment of
literacy was an important step for blacks who wanted to become offic-
ers. Mickly’s classroom was occasionally a school house, but more often
he would teach his pupils outdoors, perhaps under shaded trees. As
Mickly’s letters show, much of the soldier’s reading materials were reli-
gious in nature, thanks to the donations of the civilian organization, the
U.S. Christian Commission.!® The Commission collected bibles, religious
newspapers, hymn-books, knapsack-books, and tract excerpts for the
military. With these supplies and with his steady patience, Mickly gradu-
ally saw his work reap rewards: soldiers who had never learned the al-
phabet could now write intelligent letters home. Yet as late as Septem-
ber 30, 1865, Mickly criticized the ethical character of the black soldiers,
complaining to the adjutant general that “I do not observe any remark-
able progress in the moral improvement of this command.” Mickley la-
mented that not only did the men fail to attend church services, but they
also engaged in other “immoral”’ behavior. Yet Mickly did not entirely
blame black soldiers for this situation. “Our soldiers,” wrote Mickly, “by
example of some superiors, have been invited to strong drink and gam-
ing.”*® The chaplain believed that if white officers would practice sobri-
ety, cease swearing, and honor the Sabbath, then their black troops would
be more likely to do so too.

On April 3, 1865, Mickly and the 43rd participated in the taking of
Richmond, and then they were ordered to Brownville, Texas, to await
muster-out orders. With the cannons and rifles cooling off, the regiment
used its leisure time to study under Chaplain Mickly. Mickly was elated
with the progress of his students, declaring “the question of education in
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the case of the colored race is not truly debatable.” This was a fairly
progressive opinion for that period since not all white men believed that
blacks were capable of being educated. At last the 43rd Regiment was
sent home to Harrisburg where Mickly said goodbye to his colored stu-
dents on November 30, 1865.

Almost immediately after his muster-out, Mickly began writing his
history of the 43rd Regiment United States Colored Troops. It was pub-
lished in Gettysburg in 1866. Because few histories of the colored troops
survive, Mickly’s document is of considerable interest to students of black
Civil War soldiers. Much encouraged by his encounter with African
Americans, Mickly wrote to Thaddeus Stevens!” in early 1866, asking
the Adams county congressman’s help in obtaining a teacher’s post with
the Freedman’s Bureau. The Freedman’s Bureau was established by the
War Department by an act of Congress on March 3, 1865, charged with
supervising all affairs relating to freedmen, including collecting boun-
ties, pensions, and back pay, distributing food and clothing and provid-
ing schools for freedmen. The bureau operated primarily in the former
Confederate States, the border states, and the District of Columbia. This
explains why Mickly inquired about teaching in a freedmen’s school in
Texas. Unfortunately, there is no record of a reply from Stevens in the
Thaddeus Stevens Papers, and this author’s search of the Freedman
Bureau’s Papers in the National Archives in Washington, D.C. has thus
far failed to produce any documentation of Mickly’s possible service with
the bureau.

Mickly continued his ministry after the Civil War, serving as pastor
in Akron, Ohio in 1866, in Newsburg, Clearfield county, from 1887 to
1888 and in Burkettsville, Maryland in 1888. In the 1870s, Mickly be-
gan to acquire property in Franklin township, Adams county; he shows
up in the county tax records for the years 1866, 1869, 1870, 1877, and
1878. In 1870 Mickly paid $5.12 in taxes for ownership of one acre. By
1877 he had acquired 15 more acres, of which the gross value was $384,
and Mickly’s taxes for that year were $115. But he seems to have spent
most of his time after the war serving as postmaster in McKnightstown
from 1871 to 1885.18

Some assert that Mickly served under General George Crook in the
Apache wars in the 1870s. But this contradicts the fact that Mickly was
in Adams county during that time and that both his military and pen-
sion files do not mention any subsequent military service after the Civil
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Fig. 1: (Left) Although Jeremiah Mickly was born in Flohr’s [near the site of
Flohr’s Church?], Franklin township, he lived most of his life in McKnightstown.
He grew up there, became a preacher in the town’s German Reformed Church,
and ran the post office from 1871 to 1885. This inset map of McKnightstown
from the 1872 atlas of Adams county shows the name “Rev. J. Mickley” in the
lower right-hand corner at the site of the post office. The plot of land marked
“A. Mickley” belongs to another Mickly family member.

War.? It is quite possible, however, that Mickley could have become in-
volved with Crook and the Apache “when he was in Arizona for his health.”
If he was out West and was injured, this would explain why the army
pension board was reluctant to attribute his disability to Civil War ser-
vice.?0

Jeremiah Mickly died at the age of seventy-four on October 20, 1909,
at the home of his daughter Lillie, wife of Dr. Ephaim A. Shulenberger
in Carlisle, Cumberland county.?! Mickley was buried in Lancaster. His
former superior officer, H. Seymour Hall, paid him the following tribute:

During the whole of his Chaplaincy, he rendered invaluable ser-
vice in the Camp by his untiring and well directed efforts to do good;
and on the field, often where the battle raged fiercest, he was among
the foremost to minister [physical relief and the consolations of reli-
gion] to the wounded and dying, and by his own acts of heroism [he
sought] to inspire others with confidence and to deeds of valor.??

Chaplain Jeremiah Mickly’s life serves to remind us of how cynical
nineteenth century-white men were about the intelligence of black men,
how fiercely clergymen believed in the saving grace of Christianity, and
how much contempt Northerners and Southerners had for one another.
At the conclusion of his regimental history of the 43rd Regiment, Mickly
lashes out at those politicians wishing to pass legislation restoring the
former Confederacy to the Union:

In a disregard of justice to the memory of our patriot dead, white
and colored such legislation would be worse than treason. No man,
who voluntarily raised his hand against the [American] flag, upheld
by our patriot martyrs in the field, should ever participate in our
legislation. If the Republic will be true to itself, it must and will be
also to those who were, and are so eminently true to it. Punish trea-
son, and reward loyalty!??

The Civil War letters and published history of the 43rd Regiment,
United States Colored Troops tell us much about Jeremiah Mickly of
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Adams county. He was a pious Civil War chaplain who kept the faith,
served Pennsylvania in two army regiments, and with unflinching pa-
tience, strove to educate “the sable sons of Liberty.”

* % %

Reprinted below are the extant letters of Jeremiah Mickly.

[near Richmond, Virginia]
January 31, 1865%*

Sir:

I have the honor to report to you for the month ending as above, and
will also beg you to consider the work of my office inclusive in this re-
port, with this explanation: Not until very recently was I aware of an
Order according to Sec. 3 Act of Congress approved April 9, 1864, mak-
ing it the duty of Chaplains to report monthly. In the absence of any-
thing to the contrary, I was governed by Published Regulations 1863.
Hereafter I shall furnish you my reports agreeable to existing order.

Immediately after becoming chaplain of this Regiment, I commenced
the work of canvassing it, with a view to acquaint myself with its his-
tory, and more particularly to prepare the way for my labors. The Offic-
ers of the Regiment afforded me all necessary assistance in the satisfac-
tory accomplishment of this purpose.

The average number present of the command is about (450) Four
Hundred and Fifty, including non-commissioned officers and privates. A
majority of this number, about (325) Three-Hundred and Twenty Five
were Free Men of Color before enlisting: They are principally from the
State of Pennsylvania. The remainder are Freedmen, and generally from
the States [of] Maryland and Kentucky.

Upon examination, I found that (70) Seventy of the whole number
were able to read, but very few could understand intelligently what they
did read. There were (30) Thirty who could write their own signature,
and attend themselves to their own correspondence; but their composi-
tion was not correct in any of the essentials. Those who had so far, al-
though very imperfectly, acquired some education, were with few excep-
tions, Free Men of Color. The others were unacquainted with the alpha-
bet. This occasions no surprise, as the miserable institution of Slavery
wherever existing, studies to prevent intellectual culture in the enslaved,
and is altogether unfavorable to such pursuits.
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Agreeable to instructions, suitable and convenient School Houses are
to be erected here in each Regiment for the benefit of our colored Troops.
In consequent of frequent changed of situation, the colored Troops of
this Regiment were hitherto prevented [from] enjoying school conducted
in a suitable house. In several instances, the building was erected, but
we were required to leave before the work fairly commenced. However, 1
have been ministering to their instructions without the house by sup-
plying them with books, &c, and exercising the supervision of the work.
Officers and others have cheerfully assisted me. I supplied the Regi-
ment with a sufficient number of “First Lessons” for Beginners pub-
lished by the American Tract Society and “First Reader” and “Second
Reader,” published by the American Sunday School Union, besides the
New Testament Scriptures, and copies of the Freedman, Christian Ban-
ner, and in fact all the different religious papers coming to the army
through the Christian Commission. I also receive regularly, direct from
the American Tract Society of Boston, suitable and valuable reading
matter. All have made very commendable progress. They apply them-
selves closely whenever their duties permit. I find the Freedmen espe-
cially appreciate most sincerely these advantages so unjustly denied them
in their servitude. The question of education in the case of the colored
race is not truly debatable. I am satisfied that they will make surpris-
ingly rapid progress, as those do who have the facilities granted them.

We have again in course of erection a School House which we expect
to finish in a few days. This convenience will allow us to adopt practi-
cally the best system, and we intend therefore to organize our colored
troops of this Regiment each man in a class suitable to his studies. For
the improvement of the non-commissioned officers, and the benefit of
such improvement to the Regiment as well as to themselves, we intend
to organize them in classes separated from the others, and bestow on
them our special attention for the time being. With a view to success in
this whole work, we will need more reaching force. We expect and will
no doubt receive the aid of Officers of the Regiment in this particular.

Said School House will also be used as a house of divine worship for
the Regiment where services will be conducted as often and regularly as
practicable. Heretofore in our public services we suffered some inter-
ruption which was made unavoidable by the inclemency of the weather,
and by military moves. We very gladly accepted an invitation lately ex-
tended by the Christian Commission?® to join them in services conducted
in their Large Tent in this Corps. We are pleased to mention that some
of our colored Soldiers are generally very attentive hearers to the preach-
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ing of the Gospel. Many in this Regiment profess faith in the Redeemer,
and give evidence of the sincerity of their Christian profession. We hope
others, their companions in arms may be inducted shortly to enlist un-
der the Banner of the Cross, and thus become soldiers of the Heavenly
Country, with the same distinguished bravery they are manifesting in
this sacred cause now.

Suitable religious service has been conducted in the burial of all sol-
diers who died present with the command.

Permit me herewith to acknowledge the uniform kindness and cour-
tesy extended to me by Colonel Yeoman, commanding this Regiment and
all the other officers under him, Brigade General Thomas, commanding
the Brigade, Brigade General Wild, commanding the Division, as well
as all others of the Department to whom I have had occasion to apply for
aid facilitating my work. They are intelligent military gentlemen, and
true friends and supporters of the cause of education and Christianity
among our colored Troops. Respectfully submitted by
Your OB’[edient] servant.

J. M. MICKLY

* % %

Camp 43rd U. S. C. T.

3rd Brig. 1st Div. 25th Corps
Near Brownsville, Texas
August 31, 1865%

Adj. Gen. USA
Sir:

I have the honor to report to you for the month ending August 31st.
The moral and religious interest of this command during the month have
been generally speaking commendable. We have indeed many (and we
earnestly wish we could say all) sincere worshippers of the Great Jeho-
vah. They are pleased to remember with suitable thanksgiving and praise
that Almighty Providence who has so directed & controlled all events in
the war which has closed as to permit them and the Race to celebrate
their freedom. They delight also in the Liberty of the Gospel and their
faith possesses a remarkable simplicity.

By unavoidable circumstances, our Sabbath services during this month
have not been a regular as formerly. We [sic] are now the only chaplain
in this Brigade we have been accustomed to hold divine service with the
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Brigade and also with our Regiment on the Sabbath. To this end, Offic-
ers of the respective commands afford us opportunity. A Prayer meeting
is also conducted in the Regiment every evening which is increasing in
interest. But it is true, all do not belong to the Israel of God. Tares grow
among the wheat here as elsewhere.

During this month as before we have distributed a large amount of
religious reading matter. This gives very beneficial employment to the
soldier in his leisure hour. We should be glad we were able to state that
our supply increase with the demand. Our main source was by & through
the U.S. Christian Commission which now informs us it has discontin-
ued its operations. We trust that the friends of Education & Christianity
throughout the North will not now forget our Freedmen & colored Sol-
diers, but will continue to forward to us for their use regularly a suffi-
cient supply of good reading matter. Books, tracts, pamphlets, & paper
are all anxiously inquired for by the soldier.

Since moving out from Winter Quarters [,] this Regiment, as was rea-
sonably expected, has not had the same conveniences for School. We
then had a finely fitted School House. However, the work of education
goes on with little interruption. Men are employing their leisure time in
this particular to great advantage, and they have made most praisewor-
thy progress. More than one-half of the command are now able to read.
Some of this number were beginners a few months ago. Many of them
are excellent readers. We might also furnish fine specimens of penman-
ship of these colored soldiers. They attended to their own correspon-
dence. Other as yet less advanced are prosecuting the work diligently.
The fact is clearly demonstrated, in the order of intellectual culture,
these sable sons of liberty can & will become the equals of, and in many
cases exceed their former chivalrous masters who regard the Race alto-
gether their inferiors and by no means susceptible of improvement.

There have been no deaths occurring in the Regiment during the
month, except one by accidental drowning. All others took place at Hos-
pital. Suitable services are conducted in the case of all burials. We are
pleased to be able to renew our expressions of satisfaction that the Offic-
ers of this Regiment favor the educational & religious interest of their
men.

Respectfully submitted by
Your obedient servant

J. M. MICKLY

Chaplain 43rd U.S.C.T.

68



Adams County History, Vol. 5 [1999], Art. 1

* k% *

Camp 43rd U.S.C.T.
Near Brownsville, Texas
September 30, 186527

Adj. General USA
Sir:

I have the honor to present my report for the month ending Septem-
ber 30th. I do not observe any remarkable progress in the moral im-
provement of this command. Since the date of my last report, the reli-
gious interest in our evening prayer meetings continues about the same.
Divine service has been conducted on the Sabbath except in the instance
of one Sabbath which omission was in consequence of my illness at the
time.

This regiment has made very commendable progress in their educa-
tion. We have just made an arrangement with the American Theological
Board & American Tract Society for more school books and also a li-
brary. In case we remain here they engage to furnish us these in the
course of a month. They promise to send us an assistant teacher whose
salary will be paid by the Boards. In order to provide comfort and neces-
sary convenience, a suitable school house is needed. We hope to be able
to erect this as soon as lumber can be obtained.

We must testify that our labors with the command have been pleas-
ant to us. We have been pleased with the character of the men and their
commendable interest, generally speaking, in their moral culture as well
as intellectual attainments. But we regret that we should have anyone
who comes short [of] the standard of a soldier in any true sense of the
name. Bad influences have been multiplying themselves latterly. Our
soldiers, by example of some superiors, have been invited to strong drink
and gaming. Permit us in this connection earnestly to recommend to the
proper authorities that the sales of intoxicating liquors under whatever
name and gaming cards to soldiers be prohibited to all Sellers and Store-
keepers and any person whomsoever-and further that they be required
in all cases to observe the Sabbath day by closing their stores. We regard
these restrictions as eminently right and necessary.

Respectfully submitted,
Your obedient servant,
J. M. MICKLY
Chaplain 43rd U.S.C.T.
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* % %

Cashtown, Adams County, Pa.
Jan. 9, 186628
[To the] Hon. [Thaddeus] Stevens

Dear Sir:

I will trouble you with a few lines by which I desire to state that I am
back again from the army, having been discharged with my Regiment
Nov. 30/65 under the order discharging some organizations of the Col-
ored Troops, especially such as were organized in the Northern States.
My experience as chaplain in the active field commencing Dec. 1862 and
in connection with both white and colored troops has been considerable,
and my return so recently from the Southern States enables me to con-
tribute at least something positive in the knowledge of their condition.
In a word then, the rebels of those States generally speaking & includ-
ing the oath of allegiance segomists & the pardoned prodigals (no States
excepted) entertain & manifest the same contempt of our government’s
authority. There is no use to concede the true state of things. Instead of
a disposition to be faithful to the federal government, there is a chided
disposition to the contrary. But I will not tire you with instances under
this head. You know all about the status of the matter and with what
satanic imprudence & insult those men now call on you and ask for their
rights. I am again ready to serve the country in any suitable capacity in
which I can be useful as I do not intend resuming the ministerial rela-
tions in any church for reasons entertained before I left it to enter the
army, namely, it has in i1t too much copperheadism.?® My attention has
been called to the Freedman’s Bureau by Colonel Hall*® of my regiment
who is now assistant Superintendent of it in the Department of Texas,
and more particularly for the establishing & conducting Schools for the
Freedmen. But I understand the Freedmen’s Bureau in that State is
without funds to employ or compensate Teachers in this work. I hope
Congress will continue this Bureau & imburse it with the necessary
funds to secure the advantages of Schools to all our Freedmen, either by
direct appropriation or from fund of sales of confiscated property.

I have had experience in teaching the Colored Troops and found them
quite susceptible of intellectual culture. I inclose [sic] to you copies of
testimonials which you are at liberty to use as you deem fit. I can send
more if necessary. You will do me a favor by referring these to the De-
partment of the Freedmen Bureau in Washington with such endorse-
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ment or recommendation by yourself you can give requesting my ap-
pointment in it as Superintendent of Schools or in any capacity I can be
useful. The Micklys of your acquaintance in Adams County view your
position in Congress with pleasure & satisfaction. They are all well.

Yours Respectfully,
Your obedient servant
Rev. J. M. Mickly
Late Chaplain 43rd U.S. Colored Troops, Cashtown, Adams Co. Pa.
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Gettys, James Jr., 5:44-6, 56

Gettys, Mary, 5:44-5

Gettys, Robert Todd, 5:44-5, 56

Gettys, Samuel, 3:45, 49

Gettysburg and Black’s Tavern
Turnpike Company, 3:58-9

Gilbert, Elizabeth, 2:57

Gilbert, Jacob, family of 2:56-7

Gladhill, James L., 4:55

Glatfelter, Charles H., 2:4-40, 101;
5:4-42, 76

Glatfelter, Charles H., “The
Jameson Raid (1758) as a Focus
for Historical Inquiry,” 2:4-40;
“Some Early Adams County Com-
munities, Their Churches, and
Church Lands,” 5:4-42

Glatfelter Pulp Wood Company,
2:25,:30

Glebe, 5:5

Godfrey, —, 5:16

Godfrey, William, 5:25, 29, 34

Grant, Ulysses S., 4:11

Great Conewago Presbyterian
Church, 2:15, 5:18, 37

Greencastle, fort at, 1:10

Griffeth, John, 5:16

Group, George, 1:72

Group, Isabel, 1:85, 88-89

Group, Laura, 1:83-4

Group, Margaret, 1:75

Group, Nicholas, 1:72

Group, Susannah, 1:72

Guise, Archie, 1:73, 76

H
Haegle, George, 5:12
Hale, Richard D., 5:21
Hall, H. Seymour, 5:64
Hamil, William F., 4:57
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Hamilton, Hance (Hans), 1:7, 11-
12, 14, 17, 20;:2:9,1.6-7,1:9

Hamilton, Thomas, Company of,
1:18-20

Hardman, Asa Sleath, 2:65

Harris, Henry, 5:13, 16, 29

Hart, J. Frank, 4:55

Hatton, Edward, 5:29

Hatton family, 5:17

Hatton, Leonard, 5:25, 29

Hay, W. H., 4:21

Heckenluber, Sallie, 2:56-7

Heens (Hens), Jacob, 5:11-12

Hikes, Ralph, 1:79-80, 84-5, 89-90

Hikok, Ross, 4:22

Hill Associate
Church, 5:38

Hincks, Roger, 1:40-1

Hodge, Francis, 5:14, 16-17

Hodge, William, 5:14

Hoffman, C. William, 4:5

Hoffman, Sarah Susan Bishop, 1:30

Homan, William L., 4:55

Hospelhorn, James L., 4:55

Houck, John, 5:9

Howard, Dwight L., 4:55

Howe, William, 3:26

Huber, John M., 5:49

Hunter, David, 1:18; Company of,
1:18-20

Hunter, William A., 1:12-3

Huntington Friends Meeting, 5:12, 37

Huntington township, 5:11

Hutton, Levi, 1:70, 86

Presbyterian

I
Indians, 1:12; 2:4-40; 3:41, 43-4
Ireland, Owen S., 3:9
Iroquoi Indians, 3:43
Isabel Carolltown: A Personal Ret-
rospect by Kneller Glen, 2:72-87
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James (Jemison) family, 2:4-40

James, John, 2:7

Jameson, Mary, 1:16, 2:4-40

“The Jameson Raid (1758) as a Fo-
cus for Historical Inquiry” by
Charles H. Glatfelter, 2:4-40

Jamieson, David, 1:18

Jameson, Thomas, family of, 2:6-7,
12, 14-5, 17-20

Jennie Wade House Museum, 2:68

Jobe, Marion E., 4:55

Johns, David E., 5:49
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Johnson, William, 1:11

Johnston, Samuel, 3:31; 5:23

Jones, Marcellus, 3:64

Jones, Rosalie, 3:75

Jordan, Terry G., 1:38

K
Kackler, Abraham, 2:29
Kackler, Peter, 2:29
Kane, Charles, 4:65-7
Kane, Leon Lamont, 4:64-7
Kappes, Frederick W., 4:55
Kappes, Herman, 4:33-5, 57
Kaumps, Matti, 1:38
Keckler, Andrew, 2:35
Keckler, Peter, 2:25, 28, 32
Keime, Urban, 4:55
Keith, John, 4:57
Keller, William, 4:57
Kelly’s Ford, military campaign of,

4:11

Kelly, Thomas, 2:23
Kelsey, John, 2:31
Kelsey (Kelso), John, 2:31, 33
Kelsey, William, 2:33
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Kennedy, Helen, 1:83
Kenworthy, David, 5:13, 16, 29
Kesselring, Isaac, 1:73
Kincannon family, 2:23
Kincannon, Francis, 2:18-9, 23, 30
King, Victor, 1:19

Kinzer, Jacob, 5:12
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Kuhn house, 2:43-5
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LeFever, Curtis A., 4:55

Lemon, James T., 3:46

Letchworth, William P., 2:13
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Lincoln Cemetery, 5:49

Lischy, Jacob, 5:11-12

Listry (Lishy), John Jacob, 1:18

Livers, John, 2:25

Livers, Joseph 1., 2:25

Locke, Richard, 5:14, 30

Locust Grove, military campaign of,
4510

Log houses, 1:27-44

Lott, Harry G., 4:55

Low, Andrew L., 4:55

Lower Bermudian Lutheran and
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Lower Marsh Creek Presbyterian
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Lowstetter, John, 2:25

Loyalists, 3:5-6, 8-9, 25, 33

Lutheran and Reformed churches,
Bermudian, 5:11

Lutheran church, 3:7

Lyttelton, fort at, 1:11

M

MacPherson, Beryl F., 3:15, 18

Mann, John, 2:12-13, 24

Manor of Maske, 2:14; 3:44-5

Maps, Gettysburg 1785-6, 3:50;
Gettysburg 1801-1840, 3:61;
Gettysburg ¢ 1808, 3:56;
Gettysburg 1841-63, 3:54, 65;
Gettysburg 1997, 3:4.9
Gettysburg artillery shell loca-
tions, 2:43; Spanish American
War, 4:32

Mark, Hanson P., 1:77

Marsh Creek settlement, 1:5, 13;
2:14, 16; 3:7, 44, 46; 5:8-9

Martin, David, 5:55

Martin, George A., 4:55

Maxwell, James, 5:25, 29

Maxwell, John, 5:14, 16-7, 25

McClean, Elizabeth, 2:50, 61
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McClean, Moses, 2:19-20, 59
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5:43

McClean, William (Mrs.), 4:22

McCleary, David, 4:22

McClellan house, 2:68

McClellan, William, 3:52

McConaughy, David, 1:7
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McCord’s Fort, 1:12

McCullough, Albert, 4:57

McDonald, Alexander, 3:25

McDonnell, James W., 4:55

McGrew, Alexander, 5:16
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25, 29-33; Company of, 1:18-20

McGrew family, 5:17

McGrew, James, 5:16

McGrew, John, 5:13, 29

Mcllhenny, James G., 4:55

MclIlhenny, John K., 4:57

McKean, Thomas, 3:6

McKesson, Alexander, 1:30-1, 34

McKnightstown, 5:58-9, 62-3

McPherson, Edward, 2:63

McPherson, Robert, 3:52; Company
of, 1:18-20

McSherry, William, 5:7-8

Meade, George G., 3:64

Menallen Friends Meeting, 1:7;
SIS

Mennonite church, 3:7, 9

Mennonites, 5:38

Menough, Con, 5:9

Mercersburg, fort at, 1:10
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2:48, 51-:3

Metzger, Paul, 5:27

Mickley, Jeremiah, 5:58-74; family
of, 5:59; letters of, 5:65-71

Mickley, John Jacob, 5:58-9

Mickley, Peter, 5:58

Mickley, Sarah, 5:58

Miller, Charles E., 4:55

Millen, James, 1:47, 59-60

Mills, William, 5:16
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4:11

Mizell, Chatian, 4:57

Monocacy Road, 5:7

Monocacy Trail, 3:43

Morrison, Hans, 2:34

Morris, Robert Hunter, 1:10, 12-13

Morris, William H., 4:11

Morrow, Thomas, 5:16, 21

Murdoch, David A., 1:45-67, 93

Murdoch, David A. (ed.), Catherine
Mary White Foster’s Eyewitness
Account of the Battle of
Gettysburg with Background on
the Foster Family Union Soldiers,
1:45-67

Murphy, James, 5:13, 29

Musselman, Clarence J., 4:55

Musselman, George W., 4:55
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Myers, James P., Jr., 1:4-26, 93; 3:4-
40, 81

Myers, James P., Jr., “The Bermu-
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Thomas Barton,” 1:4-26
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Nelson, William, 5:34
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33,35
Noel, Daniel, 2:30-1
Noel, William J., 4:55
Norris, Henry, 3:22, 33
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James Gettys?” by Elwood W.
Christ, 5:43-57

Owings, Robert, 5:7

Oyler, Clinton, 4:57
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Penn, Thomas, 1:14-15, 21
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with Particular Focus on the Rev-
erend Thomas Barton” by James
P. Myers, Jr., 1:4-26

Presbyterians, 1:13, 20; 2:15; 3:7,
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5:9; Marsh Creek, 5:9; Upper
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Preston, Noble, 2:47

Proctor, Edward Hatton, 5:29
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Quakers, 1:10, 13; 3:7-9, 30, 34;
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Queen’s Rangers, 3:20, 22-3
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Roth, George H., 4:55

Round Hill Associate Presbyterian

83
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/ach/vols/iss1/1

church, 5:37
Routzahn, George R., 1:76
Routzahn, William O., 1:76-7
Routzahn (Routsong), Jonas, 1:71-
2, T5-9
Rudisill, Jacob, 5:27
Rummel, John F., 4:55
Rupp, 1. Daniel, 3:62
Russell, Evan, 4:21

S

Sadler family, 5:17
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Scott, Richard, 5:16
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Sedgwick, John, 4:11
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Sharp, William, 2:18-19

Shaffer, George, 2:18, 29
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Shields, Charles, 4:55

Shields, George E., 4:55

Shippensburg, 1:11; fort at, 1:10

Shugart, Zachariah, 2:16-17

Sigfred, Henry, 5:13, 26, 29, 33
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Simens, John Jr., 5:16
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Simon, Philip, 2:30

Simpson, J. H., 4:57

Sitizel, John A., 4:55

Skelly, Jack, 4:7-8

Slagle, Henry, 5:27
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Sloan, Samuel, 2:28

Slusser, Eliza June, 1:81, 87-8
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Smith, Eric Ledell, “The Civil War
Letters of Chaplain Jeremiah
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Adams County,” 5:58-74

Smith, George, 5:33

Smith, Samuel, 4:57

Smith, Samuel, Jr., 4:57

Smith, Timothy H., 2:41-71, 101;
4:15-60, 68
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through August 1898,” 4:15-60;
“A Tour of Gettysburg’s Visual
Battle Damage,” 2:41-71
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Smith, William, 1:8-9; 3:33; 5:18

Snyder, Anton L., 1:30

Snyder, Art, 1:28, 30-4, 39

Snyder, George, 4:57

Snyder, H. D., 4:57

Snyder, John J., 4:57

Snyder, Peter, 5:30

Snyder, Wm. Ruff, 4:57

Society of Friends, see Quakers

“Some Culp Family Members in the
Civil War” by David A. Culp, 4:5-14
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munities, Their Churches, and
Church Lands” by Charles H.
Glatfelter, 5:4-42

Sonnenberg, Jennifer L., 2:88-101

Sonnenberg, Jennifer L., “World
War II: On the Home Front—M.
Francis Coulson Interviewed,”
2:88-100

Sower, Christopher III, 3:33

Spanish American War, 4:15-60;
Philippine Islands campaign of,
4:52-3; Puerto Rican campaign of,
4:48-52; Santiago campaign of,
4:30-41

Sponsly, John, 5:16

Spotsylvania Courthouse, 4:11

Springettsberry Manor, 3:44

Steelman, John Hanson, 3:44

Stahle, Henry J., 2:20-1, 23, 25

Staley, Augustus E., 4:55

Stambaugh, Philip, 2:25

Standley, John, 2:19

Standley, William, 2:19

Stanton, Getty Ann, 5:43-57

Stanton, Greenberry, Jr., 5:52

Stanton, Greenberry, Sr., 5:44, 52, 54

Stanton, Harriet Ciata, 5:53

Stanton, John W., 5:48, 52-3
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Steel, John, 1:9-10

Steffy, William M., 4:55

Sterner, Jacob, 2:29

Stevens, Thaddeus, 5:62

Stevenson, George, 1:17-19; 5:32-3

Stiles, Katherine, 3:75

Stock, Jacob, 2:67-8

Stock, Leslie, 2:99

Stoever, John Casper, 5:8

Stonesifer, Joseph B., 4:55

Strausbaugh, Nicholas, 2:18, 23,
30, 32

Strausbaugh, Peter, 2:28, 30-2, 35

Strouse, Louis, 5:50

Stuart, Harland, 2:46

Suffrage movement, 3:71-9

Surveys, 2:20, 26-7; 3:21

Susquehannock Indians, 3:43

Sweney, Harvey, house of, 2:66, 68
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Tate, Charles B., 4:22
Tate, Clinton, 4:57
Tate, Frederick, 4:55
Taylor, Hugh S., 4:21
Thomas, Dean S., 2:42
Thompson, Andrew, 5:29
Thompson, Samuel, 5:18
Thomson, John, 5:16
Thomson, William, 5:18, 21, 29, 49
Tipton, Robert E., 4:25-30, 57
Tipton, William H., 2:50; 4:25, 50, 57
Todd, John, 5:29
Toll gate, Kane’s, 4:62-8
Tories, 3:4-40
Trimmer, David, 5:49
Troxell, David, 2:56
Troxell house, 2:43, 56-9
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(United States Colored Troops),
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ment, 5:59

United Garment Workers of
America, 3:74

United States Christian Commis-
sion, 5:61

United States Colored Troops, 5:60-2
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Upper Conewago Brethren Church,
35

Upper Marsh Creek Presbyterian
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Van Doren, Carl, 3:5-6
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Wade, Jennie, 4:8
Wallace, Josepyh, 5:26
Warner, George M., 4:55
Warrant, Frederick, 2:29
Warren, Frederick, 2:29, 32
Warren, Thomas, 2:56
Watson, Robert W. K., 4:55
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Weitzel, Godfrey, 5:60
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Wierman, Nicholas, 5:30-31

Wierman, William, 5:13, 26, 29, 32

Wiley, Robert, 5:29-30, 33

“William and Isabel: Parallels Be-
tween The Life and Times of the
William Bliss Family, Trans-
planted New Englanders at
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Century Novel, Isabel Carollton: A
Personal Retrospect” by Kneller
Glen by Elwood W. Christ, 2:72-87

Williams, Charles A., 4:50-2, 57

Williams, M. F., 4:50

Williams, Maurice, 4:55

Wills, David, 2:47

Wilson, James,. 3:24

Wilson, Jasper, 3:24; 5:29

Wilson, John, 5:16, 29

Wilson, John, Jr., 3:6, 15, 18-25, 33,
35-6; survey of property for, 3:21

Wilson, Michael, 5:16

Winebrenner, John, tannery of,
2:68

Wirts house, 1:42

Wise, James, 4:55

Wisotzki, Guy, 4:57

Wolf, Nicholas, 2:18, 28, 30

Wood, Thomas, 1:82

Work, Robert, 2:16-17

World War 11, 2:88-100

“World War II: On the Home
Front—M. Francis Coulson Inter-
viewed” by Jenny Sonnenberg,
2:88-100

Y
Yeagy, William F., 4:55
York county, 2:15
Young, Thomas, 5:16
Young, William, 5:14, 16-17, 29
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Zercher, John W., 4:55
Ziegler, Charles F., 4:55
Ziegler, Jacob, 5:60

Index prepared by Sheryl Hollis
Snyder
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Contributors

Elwood W. Christ, a graduate of Gettysburg College, recipient of a master’s
degree in American studies from Penn State (Harrisburg), and a licensed battle-
field guide, has served as chief researcher/surveyor/writer for Gettysburg’s His-
torical Building Survey Committee (1987-90). At present he serves as assistant
director of the Adams County Historical Society. Having published the book
“Over a Wide Hot, . . . Crimson Plain”: The Struggle for the Bliss Farm at
Gettysburg, 2-3 July 1863 (Baltimore, 1993), he is now at work on a book-length
walking-tour guide of Civil War sites in Gettysburg.

Charles H. Glatfelter has been responsible for the collections of the Adams
County Historical Society since January 1959. His present title is Executive
Director. Having retired in 1989 after forty years as a member of the Gettysburg
College faculty, he holds the title of Professor Emeritus of History. Active for
many years as a director and officer of the Pennsylvania Historical Association,
from 1986 through 1988, he was its president and from 1989 through 1994 its
treasurer. He is presently a director of the Historical Preservation Society of
Gettysburg-Adams County and of the Lutheran Historical Society, Gettysburg.
Among his publications are a two-volume history of German Lutheran and Re-
formed pastors and people in the eighteenth century (1980-1981), a two-volume
history of Gettysburg College (1987), and a booklet on the influence of the Penn-
sylvania Germans on Pennsylvania history (1990).

Eric Ledell Smith, an associate historian with the Pennsylvania Historical
and Museum Commission, has authored two books: Bert Williams: A Biography
of the Pioneer Black Comedian and Blacks in Opera: An Encyclopedia of People
and Companies, 1873-1993. Eric Smith’s articles have appeared in Pennsylva-
nia History, Pennsylvania Heritage, Pittsburgh History, Afro-Americans in New
York Life and History, and Sage: A Scholarly Journal on Black Women. With
Joe Williams Trotter, Jr., he is co-editor of the anthology African Americans in
Pennsylvania: Shifting Perspectives.
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